PROeartTY  OF 

AMI  5-1953 

Oii/isiOfi  ui  owi.  uuiarv 

Archivesand  Historv 

TPF^*To^' 


State  of  New  Jeksey,  | 

Depaktment  of  Public  Instkuction,  > 

Plainfield,  January  15,  1865.  ) 

To  his  Excellency,  Joel  Parker,   Governor  of  the  State  of  New 

Jersey : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  annual  report  re- 
specting the  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  State,  as  required 
bj  law. 

Yerj  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  HAKPJSON, 

State  Superintendent  of  Pitblic  Schools. 
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State  of  New  Jersey,  > 

Department  of  Public  Instruction,      > 

Plainfield,  January  15,  1866.  ) 

To  his  Excellency,  Joel  Parker,  Governor  of  the  State  of  JVew  Jersey: 
Sir: — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  annual  report 
respecting   the   condition   of  the    Public   ^^chools   of  the    State,  as 
required  by  law. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  HARRISON, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 


REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  J^ew  Jersey  : 

In  obedience  to  the  reqiiiromcnts  of  the  law,  the  annual  repoi-t 
rcgardini^  public  education  is  submitted  for  the  year  endin,'.^  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1865.  On  the  whole,  the  educational  institutions  have  been 
quite  prosperous,  ^considering  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  attend- 
ing their  management.  The  following  abstracts  from  the  tabular 
statements  of  the  report,  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  operations  of  the 
school  system  for  the  past  year, 

STATEMENT. 

Amount  raised  in  1SG5  hj  io.-^  for  schools $480,878  14 

"        received  in  1 865  from  KState 80,000  00 

"        received  in  1865  from  other  sources 79,519  92 

"        raised  in  1865  by  tax  for  building  and  repairing 

school  houses 47,096  71 

"        appropriated  in  1865  by  State  for  su]iport  of 

Normal  School 10,000  00 

*'       appropriated  for  Farnum  School  at  Beverly 1,200  00 

$704,694  25 
"       expended  during  the  year  1864 637.079  82 

Increase  of  expenditure  for  the  year  1865 $67,614  41 

The  total  expenditiii-e  for  school  purposes  in  1865  is  larger  than 
that  reported  for  any  previous  yeai-.  Nevertheless,  it  has  proved 
inadequate  to  the  maintenance  of  a  system  of  schools  such  as  the 
times  demand.  This  will  be  apparent  upon  examination  of  tlie  fol- 
lowing abstract : 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State 1.616 

Number  of  public  schools  oi-ganized  in  accordance  with  the 

provisions  of  the  school  laws 1.639 

Number  of  public  schools  kept  open  four  quarters  or  for  the  719 

year 715) 
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Number  kept  open  three  and  less  than  four  quarters 386 

"               "         two  and  less  than  three  quarters 326 

'>               "         only  one  quarter 89 

'•        not  reported 222 

'•        of  public  free  schools 690 

'>           •'                  "            kept  open  for  the  year 457 

"        of  children  in  the  State  between  the  ages  of  five  and 

eifjhteen  years,  reported  for  1865 208.408 

Number  of  children  who  have  attended  school  for  four  quarters,  32,406 

Number  who  have  attended  three  and  less  than  four  quarters,  29,214 

two           "               three       "  29.364 

"                one           "               two         "  22,782 

"                      "                less  than  one  quarter 12,781 

These  numbers  are  not  strictly  accurate,  but  are  approximations, 
and  so  reported  l)y  town  superintendents  in  a  majority  of  cases.  The 
whole  numljer  of  children  who  have  attended  school  during  the  year 
is  130.291.  This  is  inclusive  of  all  whose  names  have  been  upon 
the  school  registers  during  the  year — many  of  wlit)m  may  have  been 
in  attendance  but  a  very  short  time.  Town  superintendents  report 
six  hundred  and  fifty  (650)  pul)lic  school  buildings  wliich  they  esteem 
fit  for  use.  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  unfit  for  use.  Thirteen 
(13)  new  public  school  Jjuildings  have  been  provided  during  the 
year. 

An  analysis  of  the  foregoing  reveals,  tliat  but  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  children  in  the  state,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years, 
have  been  attendants  at  school;  and  this  estimate  includes  both 
regular  and  irregular  attendants.  But  fifteen  per  cent,  are  reported 
as  having  been  regular  attendants,  while  thirty-seven  per  cent, 
not  included  in  reports,  Ave  may  assume  have  not  attended  public 
schools. 

It  will  be  obscr^-ed.  also,  that  but  forty-four  per  cent,  of  the  regu- 
larly organized  public  schools  of  the  State  have  been  kept  in  opera- 
tion during  the  year.  Four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  (457),  l)eing 
twenty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  whole  numl)er  of  schools,  have  kept 
open  four  school  terms. 

The  reports  from  various  sections  of  the  State,  are  not  so  encour- 
ao-ing  as  the  friends  of  education  can  well  desire.  Indeed,  it  is  per- 
fectly safe  to  remark  that  not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  youth  of 
the  State  pursue  a  course  of  study  sufficiently  far,  to  afford  a  clear 
insight  into  the  elementary  sulijects  of  Geography,  Grammar  and 
Arithmetic.  This  is  certainly  lamentalde.  Every  child  in  the  State 
should  be  thoroughly  taudit  in  the  fundamentals  of  the  sciences:  and 
pupils  should  not  leave  tlio  school  room  until  they  are  able,  at  least, 
to  speak  and  write  their  own  language  correctly,  and  to  transact  busi- 
ness with  a  clear  understanding  of  the  mathematics  which  it  involves. 
Under  our  ])rescnt  system,  this  result  has  not  l)een,  and  I  fear,  will 
not  be  reached.  What  can  be  expected  from  schools  wherein  a 
■change  of  teachers  is  made  frequently,  and  wlierein  children  are 
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irregularly  and  loosely  taught?  The  changing  of  teachers,  the  fre- 
quent introduction  of  ne\r  text-books ;  the  quarterly  re-arrangement 
of  classes  are  unfcivoraV)le  to  healthful  progress.  These  conditions 
exist  in  a  large  number  of  schools :  and  appropriations  for  school 
purposes,  therefore,  are  not  effecting  the  good  which  tliey  would,  pro- 
A'ided  all  the  schools  of  the  State  were  more  thoroughly  organized, 
and  more  carefully  watched  over. 

These  results  are  but  natural.  "  Do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns, 
or  figs  of  thistles  ?"  Do  a  few  years  of  irrational  training  in  schools, 
whose  appointments  are  imperfect,  suffice  to  confer  upon  the  young 
the  ricii  l)lessings  of  an  education  which  incites  to  a  life  of  virtuous 
activity?  Common  scliools  under  an  organization  which  is  weak  and 
improvident,  can  do  but  little  in  the  great  work  of  raising  up  suc- 
ce3siv3  generations  of  men,  who  will  prove  strong,  earnest,  and  vigi- 
lant in  building  up  and  extending  the  nation's  industrial  interests, 
and  in  the  cultivation  of  the  refinements  and  virtues  of  life. 

It  is  an  accepted  theory,  that  the  school  furnishes  the  means 
■whereby  business  tact  is  matured,  skill  and  enterprise  fostered,  and 
the  thoughts  and  purposes  of  the  people  moulded.  The  character  of 
the  results  attending  the  operations  of  a  school,  is,  therefore,  but  the 
reflex  of  the  character  of  the  school  itself.  It  is  a  fact  which  all 
educators  recognize,  that,  in  general,  the  mental  and  moral  growth  of 
pupils  is  proportional  in  kind  and  quantity  with  the  kind  and  quan- 
tity of  their  instruction.  Plence.  how  important  is  it,  that  the  school 
should  lie' thoroughly  organized  and  its  teachings  adapted  to  the 
development  of  a  noble  and  vigorous  manhood !  In  a  land  like  ours, 
where  pride  of  class  and  station  is  to  be  borne  down  before  an  enlight- 
ened public  sentiment,  where  the  worth  and  dignity  of  labor  is  to  be 
fully  recognized,  and  where  manhood  is  to  become  King  we  should 
have  our  schools  strong  in  every  element  essential  to  the  jiroduction 
of  the  man,  in  the  three-fold  sense,  '*  broad-shouldered,  swift,  symmet- 
rical.'' 

The  question  for  the  legislators  of  the  state  to  decide  is :  How 
can  the  school  system  be  rendered  equal  to  the  growing  demands 
making  upon  it?  The  problem  is  seemingly  an  easy  one;  yet  of  so 
great  moment  that  it  should  not  be  lightly  considered.  Our  failure 
heretofore  has  lieen  caused,  first,  liy  the  loose  organization  for  schools 
which  the  law  has  provided,  and.  second,  l)y  the  illiberal  appropria- 
tions for  school  purposes  which  have  been  made,  and  which  the  law 
in  part  has  compelled. 

The  first  step.  then,  in  remodeling  the  school  system  consists  in 
providing  an  efficient  government  for  it;  for  a  system  of  public  in- 
struction, if  it  mean  anything,  implies  a  general  government  for  schools. 
As  such,  its  object  is.  first,  to  provide  for  official  visitation,  whereby 
the  defects  of  school  management  are  revealed ;  second,  to  secure 
general  supervision  over  local  officers  whose  duties  embrace  the  dis- 
bursement of  funds,  the  ins}>ection  of  schools,  and  the  examining  and 
licensing  of  teachers,  whereby  corruption  is  prevented  and  quacks 
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and  weak-minded  persons  kept  out  the  teacher's  profession  ;  and  third, 
to  provide  the  ways  and  means  of  enforcing  the  school  statutes.  A 
government  of  this  kind,  like  all  others,  must  grant  superior  powers 
to  its  leading  officers.  It  must  have  its  agents,  each  charged  with 
the  execution  of  specific  duties,  yet  each  responsible  to  a  central  au- 
thority. Its  scope  and  purpose  must  be  clearly  defined,  and  its  con- 
stitution must  cnfei'  upon  its  officers  omple  power  to  ensure  the  life, 
and  prompto  the  general  prosperity  of  schools. 

In  this  connection,  I  cannot  but  condemn  the  scheme  which  has 
been  advocated  by  some  of  the  professed  friends  of  education,  which 
scheme  consists  mainly  in  multijdying  educational  offices,  Avithout 
either  directly  or  indirectly  increasing  the  appropriations  for  school 
purposes.  If  adopted,  it  would  serve  only  to  embarrass  teachers  in 
their  work,  and  would  lead  to  disastrous  results.  Yet  this  scheme 
is  urged  with  a  view  of  securing  supervision  and  of  forcing  teachers 
to  greater  exertion  by  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  official  County 
Boards  of  Education,  Town  Visiting  Committees,  and  a  corps  of 
Superintendents  for  each  county,  constituting  a  machinery  too  complex 
for  a  system  of  public  instruction  such  as  ours. 

A  good  school  government  is  a  model  of  simplicity  and  strength ; 
its  officers  are  few,  and  their  duties,  properly  perform3d,  secure  uni- 
formity, offi^iioncy  and  progress,  in  the  departments  over  which  they 
preside.  What  we  sliould  do  in  New  Jersey  is,  first,  to  diminish, 
rather  than  increase,  educational  offices;  and  second,  to  grant,  by- 
far,  larger  sums  of  money  to  meet  the  current  expenses  attending  the 
management  of  the  public  schools. 

But  in  what  manner,  it  may  be  asked,  can  we  properly  lessen  the 
number  of  agents  employed  in  carrying  out  our  present  scheme  of 
education.  Let  us  for  a  moment  direct  our  attention  to  the  several 
boards  of  trustees,  having  State  institutions  under  tlieir  special  care. 

We  have  a  Board  of  Trustees  to  represent  the  interests  and 
extend  the  influence  of  the  State  Normal  School.  Under  their 
management,  the  State  Normal  School  has  become  a  permanent 
State  institution,  receiving  ample  support  from  the  State  Treasury. 
The  Agricultural  College  has  also  a  special  Board  of  Visitors; 
and  this  Board,  too,  seeks  the  extension  of  the  interests  of  this  insti- 
tution. 

The  Agricultural  College  under  these  circumstances  will  be  like 
the  Noimal  School,  a  feature  of  the  system  of  public  instruction,  but 
in  reality  quite  too  distinct  in  itself,  and  not  brought  in  sympathy  and 
harmony  with  the  public  schools  of  the  State.  Again,  we  have  a 
State  Reform  School  which  will  sliortly  be  in  operation,  and  for  that, 
too,  a  special  Board  of  Trustees  is  appointed.  But  what  Board  have 
we  to  rej)resent  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  public  schools? 
None.  While  the  necessities  of  the  State  Normal  School  are  promptly 
met  by  the  Normal  Board,  and  the  excellence  of  its  instiucticn 
acknowledged  by  Eucccssive  Legislatures;  while  every  State  institu- 
tion of  learning  has  its  guardians,  who  urge  its  claims;  the  public 
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schools  arc  left  to  tlie  inauageinent  of  district  trustees  upon  whom  the 
law  confers  neither  the  power  nor  tlie  means  to  provide  the  facilities 
for  thorough  instruction. 

Every  intelligent  thinker  in  New  Jersey  knows  full  well  that  the 
State  has  not  properly  encouraged  the  establishment  of  a  high  grade 
of  public  schools.  Because  of  this  fact  and  of  the  poor  results  al- 
ready noticed,  there  is  a  prevalent  feeling  of  dissatisfaction.  Wc 
have  had  repeated  a])pt!als  IVoni  all  sections  of  the  State,  asking  that 
the  barriers  in  the  way  of  progress  might  be  stricken  down,  and 
appeals  to  this  end  ai-e  still  making'.  The  Legislature  has  too  long 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  these  entreaties ;  and  the  result  is  that  New 
Jersey,  to-day,  stands  sadly  in  the  back  ground.  While  many  ol  h3." 
sister  States  are  pressing  forward  to.  the  occupancy  of  higher  et'uci- 
tional  ground,  it  would  seem,  to  the  casual  observer,  that  New  Jersey 
has  not  a  steady  and  unyielding  faith  in  the  power  of  popular  educa- 
tion to  elevate  the  people,  to  encourage  industry,  and  to  ennoble  lai)or. 

It  is  true,  we  have  had  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  public  edu- 
cation, whose  benefits  have  been  local.  Many  towns  and  cities  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  privileges  accruing  from  special  enactments, 
have  established  a  high  grade  of  schools.  But  we  have  had  no  gen- 
eral legislation  since  1858,  which  has  prove.l  serviceable  to  the  com- 
mon schools  at  large.  In  the  meantime,  public  sentiment  has  been 
advancing;  the  general  desire  for  the  establishment  of  a  high  grade 
of  public  schools  has  been  strengthening;  the  people's  faith  in  the 
power  of  poj)ular  education  as  a  means  of  vitalizing  all  that  is  good 
and  noble  in  men,  and  of  harmonizing  their  views  and  purposes,  has 
been  ripening  :  and  now  upon  all  sides  there  is  a  generous  disposition 
to  sustain  relbrmatory  measures.  In  seeking  this  reform  we  have 
not  to  go  wandering  through  a  night  of  doubtful  experiment.  The 
way  has  Ijcen  made  clear  by  the  l)rilliancy  of  success  elsewhere.  The 
States  of  tlie  East  and  West  have  been  moving  forward  in  almost 
solid  column  :  and  their  triumph  opens  up  the  way  to  a  l)roader  and 
ijobler  field,  which,  the  Legislature  willing,  the  peoitle  of  New  Jersey 
may  advance  and  occupy. 

But  in  order  to  reform,  we  must  have  a  general  revision  of  the 
school  laws.  We  must  perfect  the  general  school  government  of  the 
State  by  these  enactments. 

1.  A  gei.e  al  law  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Board 
of  Education,  and  defining  its  duties. 

2.  A  genei-al  law  providing  for  the  appointment  of  County  Super- 
intendents of  Public  Instruction,  and  defining  their  duties. 

3.  A  general  law  modifying  the  acts  of  April  17,  1846,  and  all 
subsequent  ones,  whiidi  relate  to  pul)lic  school  organization,  the  ap- 
pointment of  county  examtners,  and  of  district  trustees. 

Iho  establishment  of  a  State  Board  of  Education  recommends 
itself  upon  these  considerations  : 

1.  A  State  Board  of  Education  will  be  competent  to  discharge  all 
the  duties  w  i;h  now  devolve  upon  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Nor- 
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mil  School,  Agricultural  College,  and  State  Reform  School ;  and  the 
expense  incurred,  will  be  less  than  that  attending  the  operations  of 
the  present  system. 

2.  A  State  Boa?-d.  instead  of  considering  each  State  institution  with 
respect  to  its  jjarticular  necessities,  would  l)e  led  to  consider  each  in 
its  relations  to  the  otiiei'.  and  would  seek  to  render  each  the  means 
of  contributing  to  the  advancement  and  success  of  the  other.  An 
annual  report  from  such  a  Itoard.  emiiodying  recommendations  re- 
specting every  interest  of  public  education,  would  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  the  ])eople,  and  secure  approjniate  legislation  from  time  to 
time,  whenever  it  might  lie  demanded. 

li.  A  State  Board  of  Education  consisting  of  two  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  from  each  conirressional  district,  would  be  instru- 
nieutal  in  leading  peojde  to  consider  the  necessities  of  properly  organ- 
ized and  efficiently  conducted  schools.  Its  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations em'iodied  in  an  annual  report,  would  secure  attention, 
and  woidd  reform  the  views  of  the  gieat  majority.  The  establishment 
of  such  a  Board,  too,  would  give  gi  eater  character  and  dignity  to  the 
scliool  system,  and  would  assuredly  be  a  recognition  by  the  State 
autiiorities  of  the  worth  of  popular  learning. 

Massachusetts.  New  Hampshii-e,  and  Vermont  have  most  excellent 
school  systems.  In  these  States,  tiiere  are  State  Boards  of  Educa- 
tion. Massachusetts  owes  her  sujierior  svstem  to  her  State  Board  of 
Education.  True,  the  lamented  Ilorace  Mann  did  a  nol>le  v/ork ;  but 
he  was  strengthened  in  his  efforts  by  the  active  influence  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Board.  In  this  matter.  I  am  not  recommending  an 
experiment.  I  am  pointing  the  way  to  make  our  school  system 
strong,  and  adapted  to  the  great  work  to  which  it  has  been  appointed 
by  legislative  enactment. 

COUNTY  SUPERIXTEXDEXTS  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

As  already  suggested,  it  is  desirable  to  provide  a  uniform  systeill 
-of  supervision.  Were  the  present  system  efficierd,  1  should  not  urge 
a  change.  But  town  superintendents  are  generally  actively  engaged 
in  professional  or  luisiness  pursuits,  and  cannot  give  time  to  the  fre- 
quent visitation  and  examination  of  schools.  They  are  not  familiar 
with  school  management,  and  the  majority  of  them  accept  the  office 
of  superintendent  with  misgivings  as  to  their  fitness  for  the  discharge 
of  its  duties.  It  is  well  known,  too,  that  the  office  of  superintendent 
is,  in  many  localities,  made  the  mere  football  of  political  organiza- 
tions :  and  it  is  accepted  as  a  political  favor  by  the  candidates.  Ex- 
perience has  taught  us  that  in  general,  we  cannot  rely  upon  town 
officers  to  remedy  defects  in  school  management.  If  it  lie  done  at 
all,  it  must  lie  effected  by  an  officer  who  has  been  a  successful  teacher, 
and  who  understEinds  how  to  overcome  the  difficulties  which  stand  in 
the  way  of  success  in  organizing  and  conducting  sciiools. 

There  are  a  number  of  town  superintendents  who  are  earnest  and 
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successful  in  their  work;  and  could  each  townsliip  afford  to  employ 
all  the  time  of  such  officers  in  the  work  of  supervision,  then  change 
coidd  not  justh'  be  demanded.  But  the  number  of  such  officers  is 
comparatively  small.  Even  could  they  be  secured  in  every  township 
in  the  State,  we  could  not  alford,  under  the  present  system  of  taxa- 
tion, the  large  appropriation  of  money  required  to  remunerate  them 
for  the  services  they  would  ))e  compelled  to  render.  The  work  is 
not  easy,  but  difficult;  and  whoever  devotes  his  best  energies  to  it, 
deserves  liberal  compensation. 

It  is  clear  to  every  candid  mind,  that  a  vigorous  system  of  police  is 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  every  great  work  involving  large  expen- 
ditures of  money.  There  must  be  harmony  in  the  action  of  agents, 
and,  therefore,  there  mu>t  be  a  supervisor  to  whom  all  differences 
may  lie  referred,  and  to  whom  the  agents  may  look  for  counsel  and 
direction. 

Hon.  C.  R.  Col)urn,  State  Superintendent  of  Pul>lic  Schools,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  commenting  upon  tliis  subject,  remarks: 

"  If  we  are  to  have  common  or  pulilic  schools,  it  is  of  importance 
that  they  be  so  conducted  and  watched  over,  that  tliey  shall  result  in 
the  greatest  possible  good.  If  it  be  wise  to  have  an  overseer  or  su- 
perintendent for  a  coal  mine,  a  foundry,  a  machine  shop,  a  factory  or 
a  railroad,  it  is  equally  wise  to  employ  a  man  to  superintend  and 
watch  over  the  interests  of  our  schools.  If  the  owner  of  a  large  farm, 
or  an  extensive  mercantile  or  commercial  establishment,  should  have 
one  of  liis  employees  over  and  above  the  rest  in  authority,  should  not 
the  educational  interests  of  a  country  have  some  competent  man  to 
stand  at  its  head  ?  Do  not  schools  and  their  teachers  need  watching 
over  as  much  as  factories  and  their  operatives?  Is  it  not  important 
that  those  young  persons,  into  whose  hands  we  place  our  children  to 
he  educated,  be  cared  for  and  advised,  and  instructed  liy  men  of 
learning  and  experience,  as  it  is  that  we  have  a  skillful  engineer  over 
every  company  of  laborers  upon  our  railroads?'' 

It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  argue  a  case  so  clear  as  this.  Our 
schools  must  have  supervision  ;  our  teachers  must  have  aid  and  coun- 
sel ;  or  else,  the  public  schools  will  become  so  weak  and  inefficient 
that  the  people  will  vote  popular  education  a  shauic  and  cheat.  The 
only  question,  then,  is  as  to  the  means  by  which  supervision  siiall  be 
reached.  In  the  report  for  1864.  the  a])pointment  of  county  super- 
intendents was  urged,  and  my  study  of  the  subject,  and  correspond- 
•ence  respecting  it,  have  convinced  me  that  the  legislators  of  New 
Jersey  need  have  no  hesitancy  in  adopting  a  system  which,  elsewhere, 
has  produced  the  most  favorable  results.  I  therefore  again  urge  the 
consideration  of  the  subject.  As  to  the  success  of  county  sujjerin- 
tendents  elsewhere,  I  feel  constrained  to  introduce  the  emphatic  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  Coburn : 

'*  There  Is  now.  through  the  action  of  our  county  superintendents, 
ja  regular  system  through  the  several  counties  in  regard  to  the  methods 
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of  instruction  and  plaus  of  management.  Whatever  is  found  to  he 
praiseworthy  in  one  school  is  noted  by  the  superintendent,  and  at 
proper  times  communicated  to  all ;  and  where  anything  is  seen  to  be 
wrong  in  the  teacher  thoy  are  kindly  advised  to  adopt  a  better 
course. 

"  The  popular  mind  has  been  reached  by  the  lectures  and  discussions 
that  have  been  heard  at  teachers'  associations  and  institutes.  Bot!i 
of  these  oi'ganizatioiis  have  cither  been  brought  into  existence  or  kept 
in  opeiation  by  county  superintendents.  At  these  meetings  improved 
methods  of  instruction  are  presented  and  discussed,  and  the  property 
of  ono  is  thus  made  the  property  of  all;  the  good  known  to  one  is 
communicated  to  all. 

"i>y  a  judicious  system  of  county  supervision  there  is  stirred  up  a 
commendable  spirit  of  emulation  among  the  teachers,  a  strife  for 
excelling  in  teaching  and  governing  their  respective  schools.  Not  a 
spirit  of  jealousy  oj-  rival'-y,  but  a  hiudable  desire  to  excel;  this  sjii^'it 
becomes  contagious  and  is  contracted  by  all  the  good  teacheis  of  the 
county. 

"By  this  system  too,  the  poor  unambitious,  stand-still  teachers,  are 
sifted  out  from  among  their  betters  wlio  arc  determined  to  iniprovc, 
azd  for  every  term  be  better  instructoi'S  than  they  were  the  term 
before.  When  the  standard  for  tlie  qualifications  is  being  set  higlier 
and  still  higher  each  yeai",  those  who  will  not  iinpi'ove,  will  inevitably 
be  dropped  from  the  list  of  those  who  receive  certificates,  as  soon  as- 
there  are  enough  well  qualified  teachers  to  fill  the  schools. 

"The  true  friends  of  our  school  system  arc  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  continuance  of  the  county  superintendency,  and  would  couvsider 
its  abolishment  equivalent  to  striking  the  balance  wheels  from  a  well 
regulated  and  nicely  running  engine." 

The  system  of  county  superintondency  will,  if  adopted,  prove  far 
more  serviceable  and  will  cost  but  little  more  than  the  present  system 
of  supervision.  Indeed,  evejy  consideration  is  favorable  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure. 

In  the  report  for  1864  the  following  is  suggested  as  to  the  scopo 
of  the  superintendent's  office  : 

1.  The  county  superintendent  should  be  required  to  visit  the 
public  schools  in  his  county,  during  ever^quarter,  as  often  as  other 
duties  will  permit,  and  to  give  teachers  and  trustees  such  aid  and 
counsel  as  may  be  desired. 

2.  To  distribute  such  laws,  instructions,  and  reports  as  may  bo 
received  from  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  rmong  the 
trustees  of  the  several  districts  ol  his  county,  and  to  transmit  annually 
to  the  said  State  Superintendent  a  report  containing  such  items  of  in- 
formation as  may  be  demanded. 

3.  To  act  with  county  examiners  in  the  examining  of  teachers. 

4.  To  assist  in  conducting  all  teachers'  institutes  which  may  bo 
called  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  Act 
to  establish  Teachers'  Institutes." 
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6.  To  keep  on  file  the  reports  transmitted  by  the  trustees  of  the 
several  di?itricts,  and  to  transmit  annually  to  the  board  of  chosen 
freeholders  such  information  as  may  be  deemed  essential  to  the  just 
and  equal  apportionment  of  the  school  moneys, 

6.  To  organize  normal  classes  for  teachers  in  the  several  townships 
of  h's  county,  provide  a  course  of  study  for  the  sime,  and  appoint 
the  more  experienced  teachers  to  act  as  instructors  in  his  absence. 

7.  The  county  superintendents  should  also  be  required  to  meet 
semi-annually  to  discuss  matters  relating  to  public  education,  and  to 
avail  themselves  of  each  other's  experience. 

GENERAL    REVTSTON    OF    THE    SCHOOL    LAWS. 

If  we  have  a  State  Board  of  Education,  to  exercise  supervision 
over  every  department  and  interest  of  public  education,  and  county 
snperintendents  to  perform  the  important  duties  specified,  a  general 
change  of  the  school  laws  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  define  clearly 
the  powers,  duties  and  responsiltilities  of  all  school  ofhcers.  If  the 
design  be  to  establish  a  system  of  sciiools  entirely  free,  and  of  such  a 
grade  as  will  meet  the  wants  and  expectations  of  all  classes  of  citi- 
zens, more  power  must  be  conferred  on  district  trustees,  and  the  tax- 
able inlnbitants  of  each  district  must  be  empowered  to  raise,  at  the 
annual  d's'irict  meeting,  a  sum  of  money  sulficient  to  ensure  free  schools 
during  tlie  entire  year.  The  limitation  tax  of  three  dollars  per  every 
child  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  tiiough  not  appli- 
cable to  incorporated  districts,  has  proved  a  source  of  embarrassment, 
and  should  be  repealed. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  money  for  school  purposes 
should  be  voted,  not  at  the  annual  town  elections,  but  the  people  of 
each  district  should  decide  for  themselves  how  much  shall  be  expended 
for  school  purposes  in  their  district.  The  advantages  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement are  readily  seen,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that 
each  of  the  several  districts  of  a  township  do  not  have  an  equal  num- 
ber of  pupils;  and  while  a  township  appropriation  may  secure  an  ex- 
cellent school  to  a  district  having  sixty  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen  years,  it  may  prove  insufficient  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  school  in  another  district  which  enrolls  the  names  of  Init  thirty 
children  beween  tiie  ages  specified  above.  Hence  the  raising  of 
■moneys  for  school  purposes  should  be  left  with  the  people  of  the  dis- 
tricts. The  trustees  sliould  be  authorized  to  submit  to  the  taxable  in- 
habitants of  the  several  districtsof  a  township,  at  the  annual  meetings 
in  April,  a  statement  respecting  the  amount  neeeded  for  repairing 
purposes  and  teachers'  salaries;  and  a  simple  majority  of  the  votes 
of  those  present  at  the  said  meetings,  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the 
recommend  itions  made  by  trustees,  sliould  be  held  l)y  law  as  authori- 
tative, and  the  several  amounts  specified  in  the  aforesaid  statements 
should  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  usual  manner. 

Anot'.ier  glaring  defect  in  the  present  law,  consists  in  tliis :  it  fails 
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to  provide  for  the  cstaljlishment  of  union  or  graded  schools.  At 
every  session  of  the  Legislature  there  are  a  numljer  of  bills  presented 
to  promote  local  educational  interests.  Now,  as  the  manner  of  or- 
ganizing graded  schools  in  all  localities  is  substantially  the  same,  it 
is  evident  that  a  general  law  could  be  devised,  of  which  all  sections 
could  take  advantage.  The  passage  of  such  a  law,  too,  would  lighten 
the  work  of  legislation,  and  provide  for  the  estal^lishment  of  such 
educational  institutions  as  the  people  of  different  localities  desire. 
Such  a  law  should  embrace  prdvisions  whereby  the  inhabitants  of 
cities,  towns,  the  large  villages,  and  contiguous  districts,  could,  pro- 
vided the  majority  of  taxable  inhabitants  so  elect,  establisli  a  board  of 
education,  erect  suitable  buildings,  and  organize  graded  schools, 
each  with  tlie  several  departments  ranging  from  the  primary  to  the 
academic. 

An  enactment  of  this  kind  would  promote  the  interests  of  popular 
education,  and  people  of  all  sections  of  the  State  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  its  advantages. 

The  school  laws  need  modification  in  one  other  respect.  The  pi-esent 
system  of  examination  is  defective,  and  generally  unsatisfactory.  We 
desire  to  secure  a  class  of  professional  teachers,  and  to  this  end  the 
law  should  provide  for  the  granting  of  three  grades  of  county  certi- 
ficates, and  lastly  of  a  State  certificate.  The  three  grades,  issued  by 
a  county  board  of  examiners,  and  limited  to  the  county  where  granted, 
would  afford  the  means  whereby  the  examiners  could  discriminate 
between  teachers  of  large  attainments  and  experience,  and  of  those 
of  defective  scholarship,  just  embarked  in  the  work  of  instruction.  A 
State  certificate,  entitling  the  holder  to  teach  in  any  school  in  the 
State,  issued  by  a  State  Board  of  Examiners,  consisting  of  the  Prin- 
cipal of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Listruction,  would  incite  teachers  to  studiousness,  and  to  greater  de- 
votion in  their  work.  These  incentives  to  earnestness  cost  but  little, 
and  their  practical  value  cannot  be  over-estimated. 

Li  closing,  I  cannot  but  urge  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing- 
suggestions.  The  ]  eople  of  the  Stales  are  moving  steadily  forward 
in  the  work  of  perfecting  their  school  systems.  New  Jersey,  if  true 
to  her  own  history,  cannot  remain  idle,  and  proclaim  to  the  world 
that  she  is  not  favorable  to  free  schools  and  liberal  culture.  Her 
highest  interests  centre  in  the  rising  generation.  If  intelligence 
and  virtue,  generally  diffused,  are  the  instrumentalities  whereby  the 
nation  becomes  permanently  strong  and  prosperous,  how  suicidal  is 
State  policy,  when,  under  the  ])lea  of  lightening  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion, it  withholds  proper  pecuniary  assistance  from  the  public  schools? 
Thanks  to  the  heroism  of  those  loyal  men  who,  under  Grant,  Sher- 
man, Sheridan  and  Thomas,  met  the  foes  of  the  Union  and  so  glori- 
ously vanquished  them,  we  have  still  an  undivided  country.  Our 
resources,  remarkable  in  their  extent,  and  varied  in  their  kind, 
await  development  at  the  hands  of  skillful  and  intelligent  laborers. 
Though  the  war  has  left  us  a  debt  of  three  billions  of  dollars,  we 
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need  have  no  anxiety  for  the  future.  Adoi:»t  the  advice  of  the  immor- 
tal Father  of  his  Country,  by  encouragin.ij^  institutions  for  the  dissem- 
ination of  usual  knowledge  among  the  people,  and  though  the  debt 
were  three  times  three  billions,  the  agricultural  and  mineral  wealth, 
of  the  land,  rendered  availal)le  by  skillful  labor,  would  meet  every 
demand,  and  the  nation  would  still  move  on  in  the  pathway  of  great- 
ness and  glory. 

AGRICULTURAL    AXD    MECHANICAL     SCHOOL-. 

This  Institution  is  now  organizing.  During  the  summer  of  1865,, 
the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  Rutgers'  College  announced  that  provi- 
sions had  been  made  to  receive  one  student  from  each  county. 
Althougli  notice  was  regularly  given  the  boards  of  freeholders  of 
the  several  counties.  Imt  four  pupils  received  appointments,  and  one 
of  these  was  rejected  because  of  his  inability  to  pass  a  satisfactory 
examination.  The  faculty  now  announce  that  the  land  scrip  granted 
the  State  by  act  of  Congress,  has  been  sold,  and  provisions  will  be 
made  to  receive,  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  college  year,  the  full 
number  of  State  students.  E;icli  county,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  college  year,  therefore.  Avill  be  entitled  to  appoint  to  the  Scien- 
tific School  a  number  of  pupils  equal  to  the  number  of  representatives 
in  the  Legislature  to  which  such  county  is  entitled. 

An  institution  of  as  high  character  as  this,  having  an  able  corps  of 
professors,  and  commanding  the  facilities  for  liberal  scientific  instruc- 
tion, should  exert  a  powerful  influence  for  good  upon  the  public 
schools  of  the  State.  It  should  be  regarded,  aye.  it  should  be  made, 
a  part  of  the  puV)lic  school  system.  It  receives  a  grant  from  the 
State,  and  the  State  authorities  should  by  wise  regulations  render  it 
the  means  of  improving  the  character  of  the  common  schools. 

The  present  system  of  appointing  pupils  forbids  this  result.  As  it 
stands,  a  candidate  seeking  a  scholarship  cannot  hope  to  secure  an 
appointment  by  virtue  of  his  superiority  as  an  earnest  and  progres- 
sive student.  His  name  is  presented  amonir  others  to  the  board  of 
freeholders  who  are  not  presumed  to  be  familiar  with  the  attainments 
of  the  several  candidates.  He  may  hope  for  success,  provided  he 
have  influential  friends  in  the  board,  or  provided  he  can  control  the 
right  political  influence.  Otherwise,  his  name  will  be  dropped  upon 
the  first  ballot  This  is  manifestly  unjust.  If  we  desire  by  means 
of  these  scholarships  to  awaken  a  healthful  spirit  of  emulation  in  all 
our  schools,  we  should  provide,  by  law.  that  those  pupils  shall  receive 
appointaients,  who  rank  highest  in  scholarship.  The  matter,  then, 
must  be  referred  to  the  board  of  examiners  in  the  several  counties  of 
the  State.  Such  a  course,  would  ensure  the  appointment  of  earnest 
and  able  students:  and  those  holding  a  certificate  from  th  3  examiners, 
in  seekinti:  admission  would  not  be  subjected  to  the  humiliation 
of  rejection.  The  faculty  of  the  school  require  that  the  student  shall 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  Geography,  in  Grammar.  Rhetoric 
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and  Composition ;  and  in  Arithmetic,  and  Algebra  to  Quadratic 
Equations.  There  is  not  a  school  in  the  State,  which,  if  properly 
managed,  cannot  successfully  ])repare  pupils  to  enter  the  Scientific 
School.  Let  it  be  understood  among  the  pupils  of  all  the  schools  in 
the  State  that  these  State  scholarships  are  prizes  which  will  be 
awarded  to  the  faithful,  persevering,  and  successful.  Such  a  disposi- 
tion of  them  will  engender  a  healthful  competition  among  teachers 
themselves,  and  will  in  every  regard  secure  the  best  results. 

If  properly  supported,  the  Scientific  School  will  prove  one  of  the 
most  useful  State  Listitutions.  The  mineral  resources  of  the  State  . 
are  but  impcrrectly  developed  ;  agriculture  is  yet  crude  in  many  of 
its  methods :  and  the  department  of  mechanics  is  suft'ering  because 
there  are  so  few  scientists  engaged  therein.  The  Agricultural  and 
Mechanical  School  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  supplying  of  this 
need.  Its  influence  upon  the  industrial  interests  of  the  State  cannot 
be  estimated.  If  thb  boards  of  freeholders  of  the  several  counties 
will  see  to  it  that  thoroughly  prepared  pupils  are  sent  to  this  school, 
we  shall  secure  lasting  benefits  from  the  labors  and  influence  of  its 
graduates. 

STATE    NORMAI-    SCHOOL. 

This  institution  has  been  in  operation  ten  years,  in  which  time  it 
lias  sent  out  many  well  qualified  teacliers,  who  are  doing  a  great  and 
good  work.  By  reference  to  tlie  report  of  the  trustees  of  tliis  school, 
it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  l)ut  few  gentlemen  in  attendance.  I 
cannot  but  think  this  deplorable.  There  are  a  large  numlier  of 
graded  schools  in  the  State,  and  each  one  of  these  demands  the  ser- 
vices of  a  male  princi])al.  It  is  true  the  great  majority  of  teachers  in 
the  rural  districts  should  l>e  females.  I  fully  concur  with  the  Hon. 
R.  S.  Field  as  to  the  desirableness  of  having  our  common  and  primary 
schools  officered  by  ladies.  They  more  i-eadily  secure  the  sympa- 
thies of  children,  and  are  faithful  and  devoted  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  school-room.  But  in  our  larger  schools  the  services  of 
gentlemen  are  indispensable,  and  the  cause  of  professional  teaching 
will  suffer  unless  some  provision  be  made  to  call  in  a  larger  class  of 
male  students.  That  tliere  are  so  few  in  attendance  is  no  fault  of  the 
trustees,  nor  of  tfie  able  scliolar,  Dr.  Hart,  who  presides  over  the  in- 
stitution. The  fault  is  with  local  officers.  Until  salaries  are  mate- 
rially increased  ws  cannot  hope  that  young  men  of  enterprise  and  abil- 
ity will  prepare  themselves  for  the  work  of  the    teacher'' s  profession. 

It  has  been  a  part  of  my  duties  during  the  year  past,  to  recommend 
teachers  to  vacant  ])ositions  in  different  sections  of  the  State.  There 
lias  been,  by  far,  a  greater  demand  for  gentlemen  trained  at  the 
Normal  School  tlian  could  be  satisfied.  But  the  salaries  offered  have 
furnished  but  little  inducement  to  men  of  skill  and  talent.  We  should 
not  regard  the  work  of  the  school-room  as  purely  of  a  missionary 
character;  and  yet  the  greater  number  of  male  teachers,  during  the 
year  1835,  have*  laboroii  for  salaries  ranging  from  three  hundred  and 
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fifty  (850)  to  foiii-  hiiniliod  and  fifty  (450)  dollnis.  Hei'ein  is  the  ex- 
planation of  the  imfortunate  fact  that  so  lew  male  students  are  found 
in  the  State  Normal  School.  So  loni^  as  the  people  refuse  to  recog- 
nize the  woi-th,  charactcn-  and  dignity  of  the  teacher's  profession,  so 
long  must  thi?y  rest  satisfied  with  empirical  teaclung-.  Lot  us  for  a 
moment  consider  the  injusti(;e  of  the  matter.  Tiiere  is  not  an  enter- 
prising merchant  nor  clever  mechanic  in  the  State  who  is  not  realizing 
large  profits  from  his  labors.  Each  gains  a  livelihood,  and  has  left^ 
bes'de,  tlie  means  of  investment  or  speculation.  The  teacher,  hov,'- 
ever,  after  giving  years  to  preparation,  is  expected  to  educate  the 
children  of  the  merchant  and  mechanic  for  a  nn'seidy  pittance,  which 
is  doled  out  to  him  grudgingly  at  irregtdar  pei-iods.  His  patrons  be- 
come  wealthy  by  trade  and  traffic,  but  in  popular  estimation,  the  true 
teacher  should  give  the  superior  strength  of  his  manhood  to  the  glo; 
rious  task  of  enriching  and  adorning  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  without 
the  expectation  of  adequate  rewards.  He  should  cling  to  his  profes- 
sion, because  of  his  love  for  it,  and  consciousness  of  adaj)tation  to  its 
duties.  Neither  want  nor  [)overty  should  shake  this  purpose ;  his 
highest  reward  should  be  his  consciousness  of  the  fact  that  his  unre 
quited  toil  confers  the  l)lessings  of  intelligence  upon  the  children  of 
his  admiring  neighbors !  The  Normal  School  can  never  succeed  in 
producing  teachers,  who,  foi'getful  of  their  own  interests,  will  go  forth 
and  half-gratnitously  serve  the  people.  I  am  ashamed  to  renuirk  that 
school  officers  sometimes  exhibit  sui'prise  that  graduates  of  the  Nor- 
mal School  are  not  willing  to  engage  in  the  work  of  instruction, 
"  when  they  are  offered  a  fair  salary — four  hundred  (400)  dollars  per 
year  /''  It  is  high  time  we  practice  common  sense.  A  good  school 
is  not  a  chance  organization ;  nor  is  teaching  purely  a  missionary  en- 
terprise. Like  everything  vital  to  our  prosperity,  an  efficient  school 
has  its  price,  which,  if  we  enjoy  it,  we  must  cheerfully  pay. 

But  excuse  the  digression.  During  the  year  past,  a  connnodious 
edifice  has  been  provided,  and  fitted  up  as  a  l»oarding-house  for  the 
young  ladies  in  attendance  at  the  Normal  School.  It  has  already 
proved  a  great  success.  It  provides  the  ladies  a  comfortable  home, 
and  greatly  reduces  the  price  of  })oard.  Great  credit  is  due  Elias 
Cook,  Esq..  who  gave  his  time  freely  in  superintending  the  building 
of  the  edifice,  and  in  providi-ng  its  comforts. 

THE  FARNUM  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL. 

Through  the  munificence  of  the  late  Paul  Farnum,  a  commodious 
edifice  was  erected  at  Beverly,  New  Jersey,  for  school  purposes,  in 
the  year  1846.  Several  years  since,  this  institution  was  placed  under 
the  direction  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  with  the  understanding  that  it 
was  to  prepare  students  for  the  State  Nornuil  School  at  Trenton.  In 
addition  to  the  yearly  a])propriation  provided  for  in  the  will  of  Mr. 
Farnum,  the  State  as  an  obligation  consequent  upon  assuming  the  con- 
trol of  this  School,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  appropriate,  anuu- 
25 
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ally  the  sum  of  twelve  luiudix'd  dollar.-^  to  !»o  expended  as  the  trustees 
niitrlit  elect.  So  loDg-  as  the  State,  continues  this  a])f)ropriation,  the 
institution  will  lie  under  State  control.  If  it  be  withdrawn,  then  the 
local  l^oard  o1"  Trustees  appointed  by  Jlr.  Farnmu.  will  assume  the 
•exclusi ve  mann^emen t. 

As  a  prepanitoi'V  school,  tins  institution  has  most  si^-nall}'  failed. 
It  does  not  contribute.'  to  the  success  of  the  State  No]-n)al  School,  to 
•which  it  docs  not  sustain  virtually  closer  relations  than  do  tlic  acad- 
t3mies  and  select  schools  of  the  State.  If  the  appropriation  bo  con- 
tinued, the  trustees  Of  every  academy  may  justly  ask  nn  equal  appro- 
priation from  the  State  Treasury.  1  connnend  this  subject  to  the 
iittention  of  the  Leuislature. 

TEACIJKRS-    INSTITUTE?;. 

1  aji'ain  call  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  Institutes.  Under  ex- 
isting: circumstau'es,  1  have  not  considered  it  advisable  to  ur<>'e  the 
holding  of  Institutes  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State.  My  efforts 
last  year  proved  conclusively  to  my  mind,  that  chang-e  in  manao-ement 
is  imperatively  demanded.  I.  thorefore,  refer  to  the  suggestions 
made  in  last  year's  report,  and  respectfully  ask  that  they  be  considered. 

Institutes  have  been  held  during  tlie  year  in  the  following  counties: 
Ber'->-en,  Essex,  Gloucester.  Hunterdon,  Morris,  Salem,  Somerset  and 
Sussex.  I  (cannot  speak  ctmhrlently  as  to  the  good  accomplished  in 
these  counties.  The  Institute  in  Essex  was  largely  attended,  and  the 
exercises  were  well  chosen  and  ably  conducted ;  but  having  received 
only  partial  reports  from  the  other  counties,  I  shall  not  enter  upon 
details  respec.ing  any  Institute. 

DICTIOXARIES,    GAZETTEEUS,    MAI'S,    ETC. 

Several  years  since,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools 
■was  authorized  to  ])urchase  a  number  of  Vrebster's  Unabridged  Dic- 
tionaries, and  Lippencott's  Pronouncing  Gazetteers,  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply one  copy  of  each  to  each  pal>lic  school  in  the  State.  These 
-books  have  been  quite  generally  distributed,  and  have  proved  very 
useful.  The  friends  of  puldic  schools  everywhere  commend  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislature  in  providing  for  the  supply  of  these  works. 
During  the  past  year,  Gn3'ot's  Map  of  the  United  States  has  been 
furnished  the  Schools.  Wherever  the  subject  of  Physical  Geography 
is  understood  and  esteemed,  this  map  will  prove  highly  serviceable. 

The  supply  of  Gazetteers  is  exhausted,  and  no  more  copies  can  be 
purchased  at  the  prices  specified  in  the  law.  The  work  is  under- 
going revision,  and  will  shortly  appear  enlarged,  and  much  improved. 
The  price  wnll,  of  course,  be  advanced.  It  is  for  the  Legislature  to 
determine,  whether  or  not  the  supplying  of  this  work  shall  be  con- 
tinued. 

The  law  authorizing  the  purchase  of  Guyot's  Maps   limited  the 
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number  of  maps  to  the  number  of  schools  reported  for  ]803.  Many 
now  scliools  have  been  organized  shice,  and  it  is  l)ut  just  that  these, 
too,  should  be  supplied. 

Indeed,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Legislature  to  enact  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  School  Fund  shall  purchase  the  standard  works 
above  named,  in  suitable  quantities,  from  time  to  time,  and  require 
them  to  be  distriV)uted  in  such  manner  that  every  school,  and  every 
department  of  a  school,  may  be  possessed  of  a  copy  of  each  of  these 
works. 

GKOLOfJICAL    MAPS. 

The  survej'  which  is  now  prosecuting  under  the  direction  of  the 
able  State  Geologist,  George  11.  Cook,  Ph.  D.,  is  furnishing  valuable 
material  for  a  series  of  geological  maps  of  the  State.  The  publica- 
tion of  these  maps  has  already  commenced,  and  I  think  it  quite  desi- 
rable that  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  should  bo  procured  to  furnish 
the  public  schools  of  the  State.  This  can  be  done  at  small  cost.  If 
each  public  school  were  furnished  with  the  maps,  together  with  the 
accompanying  reports,  the  teachers  of  the  State  would  he  enabled  to 
make  the  facts,  develoved  by  tfie  survey,  very  generally  known.  This 
is  wortliy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 

SCHOOL    ARCHITECTURE. 

The  general  plans  of  a  model  school  building,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating five  hundred  (500)  pupils,  were  prepared  for  this  year's  report. 
But  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  engraver  in  working  out  these  plans, 
1  am  compelled  to  suljmit  my  report  without  them.  However,  it  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  progress  is  making  in  respect  to  the  style 
and  kind  of  school  buildings  which  are  now  erecting.  Several  new 
school  buildings  are  reported  for  the  year  1865,  and  it  is  everywhere 
conceded  that  the  models,  contained  in  last  year's  report,  have  proved 
useful  and  suggestive.  A  substantial  edifice  is  the  first  requisite  to 
a,  good  school,  and,  according  to  the  reports  of  town  superintendents, 
people  are  everywhere  becoming  alive  to  this  truth. 

Much  care  should  be  exercised  in  selecting  a  pleasant  location  for 
a  school  building.  There  is  too  often  a  disposition  to  select  the  most 
undesirable  location  for  a  "  school-house,"  paying  no  attention  what- 
ever to  the  wishes  and  tastes  of  the  ciiildren  who  are  to  pass  a  very 
important  period  of  their  lives  within  its  walls.  It  is  sometimes 
perched  upon  a  iiill,  barren  of  trees  or  vegetation,  where  the  bleak 
winds  of  winter  are  most  keenly  felt.  Sometimes  it  is  planted  upon 
the  very  road-side,  without  fence  or  a  rood  of  play-ground.  Some- 
times a  location  is  selected  in  an  out-of-the-way  place,  where  land  is 
worthless  because  of  its  sterility,  and  where  no  sane  man  would  erect 
a  dwelling  for  himself,  because  of  the  uninviting  character  of  the  sur- 
roundings. All  this,  too,  upon  the  plea  of  public  economy !  But  all 
in  disregard  of  the  light,  and  joy,  and  life  of  childhood.     All  this  to 


376  SCHOOL  REPORT. 

prevent  the  imposition  of  a  lew  dollais  of  tax ;  but  all  to  render  the- 
ways  of  school,  the  paths  of  discontent  and  evil. 

FolloAving  ont  the  principle,  "  the  chctipcst  the  liest,"  we  have  the- 
school-room,  with  its  scanty  and  imperfect  endowments,  officered  by 
teachers  whose  services  aie  purchased  at  trifling  cost.  Ihcse  are  al- 
most inseparable  conditions.  A  school  organized  and  conducted  upon 
a  plan  falsely  called  economical,  becomes  a  place  of  tortuie  to  the 
child.  No  wonder  he  shuns  it,  and  goes  wandering  through  woods 
and  meadows,  seeking  tlie  plcasuie  which  school  cannot  give. 

Even  in  the  matter  of  school  editiies,  people  are  learning  to  ob- 
serve the  same  principles  which  guide  them  in  the  erection  of  cot- 
tages for  themselves.  All  are  impelled  by  a  desire  to  attain  results 
which  will  promote  human  happiness.  The  child  at  school  must  feil 
and  knew  that  the  discipline  to  which  he  is  subject,  is  calculated  to 
promote  his  happinehs  by  preparing  him  to  gain  the  rewards  and 
honors  of  life  for  himsell  by  the  exercise  of  his  own  powers.  He  will 
be  earnest  and  faithful  to  his  work,  but  cheerfulness  must  light  the 
way  of  labor.  The  child  must  live  amidst  the  suggestive  in  order  to- 
mental  growth;  the  school-room  should  therefore  be  properly  fur- 
nished ;  its  surroundings  made  pleasant  and  attractive ;  for  if  there 
be  nothing  in  its  ariangcments  to  excite  the. eye,  and  awaken  the 
emotions  of  the  pupil,  it  has  no  power  to  quicken  and  lead  out  those 
virtues  which  are  the  pride  and  glory  of  manhood. 

In  conclusion,  1  feel  constrained  to  urge  the  Legislature  to  adopt  a 
measure  providing  adequate  pecuniary  support  for  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Schools.  The  time  and  energies  of  that  officer 
should  be  given  exclusively  .to  visiiation  of  schools,  conferences  with 
school  officers,  preparation  of  instructions,  compilation  of  statistics, 
and  interpretations  of  school  laws.  The  fielel  of  labor  is  large,  its 
duties  laborious  ;  and  the  State,  if  true  to  the  highest  interests  of  her 
youths  cannot  longer  sutler  the  department  of  public  instruction  to 
remain  merely  a  medium  for  the  collection  of  reports  and  statistics. 
The  interests  of  the  public  school  system  should  be  carefully  looked 
after;  and  the  Superintendent  should  be  abroad  in  the  State,  giving 
instruction  to  teachers,  conferring  and  advising  with  local  school  of- 
ficers, and  delivej'ing  addresses  to  the  people  upon  educational  topics.. 
The  progress  which  is  n]aking  in  educational  niatteis  in  other  States 
should  be  made  known  in  our  own  tluough  the  insti'iimentality  of  lec- 
tures and  reports.  The  features  of  general  and  local  school  systems, 
and  superior  methods  of  instruction  and  of  school  organization,  there- 
fore, should  form  the  subject  matter  of  the  Superintendent's  study  and 
wi'itings;  and  he  should  not  be  compelled,  because  of  inadequate 
compensation,  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  otliCr  entei  prises. 
The  work  of  supervision  should  form  his  specialty;  and  in  that  work 
he  should  l)e  sujipoiied  by  icceiving  just  remuneration  frem  the  State 
and  encouragement  from  the  people. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  1  hoped  to  be  able 
to  do  much  toward  improving  the  school  system.     Being  a  teacher 
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of  varied  exporiencc,  and  knowinp:  the  wants  of  the  school  system,  I 
felt  I  could  do  jnueh  toward  hastenini^  i-cform  by  ni''Otintr  the  friends 
of  education,  and  laying  lieforc  thcni  those  truths  which  have  been 
developing-  through  the  research  and  experiment  of  centuries.  But 
a  few  months  of  active  labor  convinced  me  that  1  could  not,  without 
great  pecuniary  embarrassment,  give  my  time  wholly  to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  I  folt  wore  mine.  The  two  years  which  have  just 
passed  have  been  peculiarly  trying  to  those  receiving  small  salaries; 
and  1  found  early  during  the  iirst  year,  that  the  allowance  made  me 
by  the  State  was  wholly  incompetent  to  support  me  in  the  held 
wherein  I  had  hoped  to  confine  my  thoughts  and  efforts.  It  was  with 
groat  reluctance  that  I  gave  up,  in  part,  my  cherished  plans,  and  again 
engaged  in  the  work  of  teaching.  But  something  has  been  accom- 
plislied.  If  the  Legislature  make  such  changes  in  the  school  laws, 
during  their  present  session,  as  are  proposed  in  the  foregoing  report, 
1  know,  fi-om  the  history  of  educatio!i  elsev/here,  lasting  good  will  be 
done  the  great  cause  of  popular  education.  Even  should  the  Legisla- 
ture do  no  more  this  winter  than  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 
State  Board  of  Education,  we  should  have  cause  to  rejoice.  That  is 
tlie  initial  measure  of  reform.  When  New  Jersey  enacts  that  the  inter- 
ests of  public  instruction  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  State  Board 
of  Eilucation,  we  may  confiilently  look  forward  to  the  early  dawn  of  a 
brighter  era  ia  our  educational  history.  The  influence  and  action  of 
such  a  body  will  constitute  the  transforming  agency,  whereby  the  sys- 
tem of  public  schools,  now  disjointed  in  its  parts,  and  inharmonious 
in  its  workings,  will  grow  in  unity,  strength  and  grandeur.  At  most, 
change  in  the  school  system  cannot  long  be  delayed.  It  must  come 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  full  realization  of  cherished  hopes. 
We  cannot  afford  to  go  backward,  nor  idly  to  remain  content  with 
the  reigning  order  of  things.  The  political,  social  and  moral  eleva- 
tion of  the  people  is  the  beneficent  cause,  paramount  to  all  others, 
which  should  engage  our  sympathies,  thoughts,  efforts  and  prayers. 
I  bespeak  for  my  successor  in  office  the  same  earnest  sympathy  and 
unvarying  kindness,  whi'di  have  been  extended  to  me  by  the  school 
■officers  and  teachers  with  whom  I  have  been  associated.  Let  us, 
teachers  and  friends  of  universal  education,  rally  to  his  support,  and, 
forgetting  prejudices  which  are  based  on  indivi:lual  preferment,  give 
him  our  active  influence  in  the  noble  work  to  which  he  is  appointed^ 

C.  M.  HARRISON, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 


INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 


The  followins:  interpretations,  the  work  of  my  predecessors,  is  taken 
from  a  pamjjhlet  published  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
School  Fund.  Havino;  received  the  approval  of  the  Trustees  afore- 
said, tlie  interpretations  may  'oe  taken  as  autlioritative : 

1.  — THE  GENERAL  SCHOOL  LAW. 

1.  The  general  school  law  is  in  full  force  and  effect  in  all  parts  of 
the  State,  except  where  special  acts  and  charters  are  granted;  in 
which  cases  the  general  school  law  is  of  no  force  whenever  it  con- 
flicts with  such  special  acts  and  charters. 

2.  Boards  of  Education  established  under  special  laws  must  make 
annual  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

3.  The  schools  established  under  si)ecial  acts  mu^^t  be  free,  in  order 
to  be  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  school  fund. 

4.  The  school  fund  can  be  distributed  only  to  public  schools;  and. 
public  schools  are  such  schools  only  as  are  entirely  under  the  control 
of  officers  appointed  by  the  people. 

The  Constitution  provides  tiiat  the  fund  established  for  the  support 
of  free  schools  shall  be  perpetual,  and  declares  that  the  income  thereof, 
except  so  much  as  may  be  Judged  expedient  to  apply  to  an  increase 
of  the  ca]:)ital,  shall  be  annually  ap})ropriated  to  the  support  of  public 
schools,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  State.  From 
time  to  time,  the  Legislature  has  passed  laws  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  public  schools,  and  for  the  regulation  of  every- 
thing therewith  connected.  These  laws  are  in  full  force  and  effect 
in  every  part  of  the  State,  exce))t  in  certain  cities  and  districts,  where 
the  inhabitants  are  empowered  by  special  acts  and  charters  to  estali- 
lish  and  maintain  ])ublic  schools.  Tn  such  cases  the  general  school 
law  is  of  no  force  when  it  conflicts  with  such  special  acts  and  char- 
ters. 

The  Boards  of  Education  in  cities  and  incorporated  towns  cannot, 
however,  expend  the  interest  of  the  school  fund  apportioned  to  them, 
except  for  the  establishment  and  sup])ort  of  public  schools.  The  in- 
come of  this  fund,  by  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  cannot  be  used 
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for  any  other  purpose.  So  far,  then,  as  regards  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State,  Boards  of  Education 
acting  undei'  special  charter  must  be  governed  by  the  general  school 
law.  The  officers  comprising  such  boards,  in  all  transactions  affect- 
ing these  money,  hold  similar  relations  to  the  State  as  are  held  ])y 
district  trustees,  town  superintendents,  and  other  local  officers  ap- 
pointed under  the  general  law.  The  State  must  be  regularly  and 
fully  advised  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  confided  to  them 
are  disposed  of,  and  to  this  end  it  is  incr.mbent  upon  such  boards  to 
make  out  a  report  in  w]-iting,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  State 
Superintendejit  of  Public  Schools,  on  or  before  tlie  loth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  each  and  every  year,  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  schools 
within  their  respective  territories  and  under  their  control,  the  num- 
ber of  schools  taught  therein,  the  terms  of  tuition,  the  length  of  time 
such  schools  have  been  kept  open,  the  amount  of  money  received  by 
them,  and  the  manner  it  has  been  appropriated  and  expended,  together 
with  such  oilier  information  as  they  may  think  necessary,  or  may  be 
required  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

II. — COUNTY   EXAMIXERS. 

1.  The  chosen  freeholders  of  every  county  are  required  by  law  to 
appoint,  at  their  first  annual  meeting,  two  examiners  and  visitors  for 
their  respective  counties. 

2.  County  examiners  may  take  such  course  as  shall  to  them  seem 
most  advisable  in  the  examination  of  teachers. 

3.  They  may  limit  a  teacher's  license  as  regards  time. 

4.  When  graded  schools  are  maintained  in  a  county,  the  certifi- 
cates of  license  may  specify  the  grade  for  which  the  teacher  therein 
named  is  qualified. 

The  law  very  wisely  provides  for  the  appointment  in  each  county 
of  two  persons,  whose  special  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  license 
teachers.  They  are  denominated  examiners  and  visitors.  These 
officers  are  appointed  by  the  chosen  freeholders ;  and  it  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case,  that  this  appointment  may, 
or  may  not,  be  made  at  tlie  discretion  of  the  freeholders.  The  chosen 
freeholdei'S  are  required  by  law  to  appoint,  at  their  first  annual  meet- 
ing, two  examiners  and  visitors  for  tlieir  respective  counties.  The 
law  is  imperative  in  this  matter. 

Examiners  and  visitors  thus  appointed  have  a  single  duty  assigned 
to  them,  namely,  to  examine  and  license  teachers  for  their  respective 
counties.  But  the  law  does  not  specify  how,  or  when,  or  for  what 
period  of  time,  they  may  so  examine  and  license.  These  are  matters, 
then,  wheiein  they  have  discretionary  powers :  and  it  follows  that 
they  may  adopt  such  course  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  advisable  in 
the  examination  of  teachers.  They  may  hold  regular  meetings  for 
this  purpose,  or,  if  so  agreed  upon  between  them,  they  may  examine 
and  license  teachers  separately.     The  licenses  granted  by  them  may 
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be  limited  as  to  time,  l)ut  must  lie  resti'icted  to  the  coimties  for  which 
t'le  exominors  are  appointed.  When  oraded  schools  exist  in  a  county, 
tliG  certificates  of  license  may  specify  tiic  grade  for  which  the  teacher 
therein  named  is  (jualilied. 

in. — TOWN   SUPERINTRXKEXTP. 

1.  A  toAvn  suy)erintendent  holds  his  office  for  one  year  and  until 
•another  is  le,ejally  elected  and  qualilied  in  his  stead. 

2.  In  case  the  individual  elected  to  the  ofiice  of  town  superintend- 
ent fails  to  qualify,  or  give  such  security  as  is  requii-ed  l)y  law,  within 
ten  days  after  his  election,  or  appointment,  his  office  becomes  vacant. 

3.  A  public  school  teacher  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  town  superin- 
tendent. 

4.  A  town  superintendent  cannot  refuse  to  pay  an  order  given  to 
a  teacher  for  his  wages  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees  allow  sucli 
teacher  more  than  his  services  are  worth,  or  more  than  such  ti-ustees 
ought  to  allow  him. 

5.  A  town  su}>erintcndent  may  refuse  to  jiay  an  order  made  upon 
him  by  the  trustees  of  a  school  district,  if,  in  his  o]>inion.  such  tiustees 
are  not  entitled  to  make  such  order. 

Section  live  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved  April 
17,  1?46,  authorizes  and  empowers  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
townships,  at  their  annual  town  meetings,  to  elect  and  choose  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  "town  otKcers  "  are  elected,  one  suitable  per- 
son who  shall  be  denominated  a  town  superintendent  of  public 
schools,  for  their  respective  townships,  etc.  Now,  as  "  other  town- 
officers  "  ai-e  elected  to  hold  their  offices  '-one  year,  and  until  others 
shall  be  chosen  and  legally  qualified  in  their  stead,''  it  follows  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  section  five  above  referred  to,  to  place  town 
superintendents,  as  regards  their  terms  of  service,  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  "  other  township  officers." 

Section  ten  of  the  act  above  named,  provides  that  tlie  town 
superintendent  shall,  within  ten  days  after  his  appointment,  enter 
into  a  l)ond  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  township,  in  their  corporate 
name,  with  two  good  and  sufficient  securities,  etc. :  and  the  law 
regulating  the  election,  of  township  officers,  provides  that  if  any 
officer  shall  not  give  such  security  as  is,  or  shall  be,  by  law  i-equired, 
within  the  time  for  that  purjKise  limited,  then,  and  in  every  such 
case,  such  neglect  shall  be  deemed  a  refusal  to  serve  in  such  office, 
and  the  townshij)  in  which  such  officer  was  chosen,  or  township 
committee  who  appointed  him,  as  tlie  case  shall  require,  may  there- 
upon proceed  to  a  new  election,  or  appointment.  The  words  ■•  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  toAvnshi]>  officers  are  elected,"  comyjre- 
hend  the  provisions  of  the  law  regulating  the  election  of  township 
officers  above  quoted,  and  it  follows  that,  in  case  tlie  individual 
elected  to  .the  office  of  town  superintendent  fails  to  qualif}',  or  give 
security  as  is  recpiired  hy  law,  within  ten  days  after  his  election  or 
appointment,  his  office  becomes  vacant. 
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A  public  school  teacher  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  town  superin- 
tendent. 

A  town  superintendent  cannot  refuse  to  ]jay  an  order  given  to  a 
teacher  for  his  wages  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees  allow  such 
teaclier  more  than  his  services  are  worth  or  more  than  such  trustees 
ought  to  allow  him.  The  trustees  are  the  only  ])ersons  authorized  by 
law  to  contract  v.'ith  and  employ  a  teacher,  and  they  are  the  only  per- 
sons authorized  to  judge  as  to  the  value  of  a  teacher's  services. 
Nevertlieless,  a  town  superintendent  may  refuse  to  paj-an  order  made 
upon  him  l)y  tlie  trustees  of  a  school  district,  if,  in  his  opinion,  such 
trustees  are  not  entitled  to  make  such  order;  and  thereupon,  the 
trustees  may  appeal  to  the  State  Superintendent,  placing  before  him 
all  the  facts  in  the  case.  This  decision,  approved  by  the  Attorney 
General,  will  be  final  until  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court. 


IV. — DISTIUCT   TRUSTEES. 

1.  A  district  composed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships  is  not 
entitled  to  more  tlian  three  trustees. 

2.  A  trustee  may  be  re-elected  to  office  as  often  as  the  inhabitants 
of  a  district  see  fit  to  do  so. 

8.  A  trustee  must  reside  in  the  district  for  which  he  was  elected. 

4.  In  case  a  trustee  wishes  to  be  absent  for  a  season  from  his  dis- 
trict, it  is  not  lawful  to  appoint  some  individual  to  serve  in  his  stead 
for  the  period  that  he  is  absent. 

5.  A  trustee  cannot  resign  his  office  to  the  town  superintendent, 
but  only  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  district  lavvi'nily  assem'jled. 

6.  In  case  a  trustee  resign  his  office  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants, 
said  office  cannot  be  filled  at  the  same  meeting,  but  only  after  due 
notice  of  an  election  has  been  given. 

7.  A  trustee's  office  becomes  vacant  by  his  removal  from  tlie  dis- 
trict for  which  he  is  elected. 

8.  A  trustee  cannot  be  expelled  fj-om  his  office  by  a  vote  of  the 
inhabitants  of  his  district. 

9.  Trustees  have  a  right  to  keep  the  school-house  doors  closed, 
when  they  do  not  thereby  defeat  the  object  for  which  said  house  is 
intended  to  be  used. 

10.  District  trustees  alone  have  the  right  to  establish  a  public 
school  and  contract  with  and  employ  a  pu])lic  school  teacher. 

n.  A  trustee  does  not  continue  to  hold  office  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  at  the  annual  meeting  to  hold  an  election. 

Every  school  district  is  entitled  to  tliree  trustees ;  and  no  school 
district,  even  if  it  be  formed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships,  is 
entitled  to  more  than  three  trustees.  A  majority  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees is  comi)etent  to  transact  any  business  that  may  devolve  upon 
them   as    trustees.     Any  taxable  male  citizen   of  a  school  district  is 
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eligible  to  tlie  ofBec  of  trustee;  and  any  such  person  may  be  re-elected 
to  such  office,  year  after  year,  as  long  as  the  inhaljitants  of  a  district 
may  see  fit  to  continue  him  therein. 

A  trustee  cannot  delegate  his  authority  to  another  person ;  and  if 
he  wishes  to  be  absent  for  a  season  from  his  district,  it  is  not  lawful 
for  the  inhabitants  to  appoint  some  individual  to  sorv^e  in  his  stead  for 
the  period  that  he  is  absent.  If  a  trustee  leaves  his  district  with  the 
intention  to  be  absent  six  months  or  more,  his  office  thereby  becomes 
vacant,  and  ten  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  district  may  notify 
the  town  superintendent  of  the  fact,  in  writins:,  whereupon  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  said  superintendent  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  district 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  tlic  vacancy. 

A  trustee  cannot  resign  his  ofSce  to  the  town  superintendent. 
His  office  is  conferred  upon  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  at 
a  meeting  held  in  accordance  with  the  law;  and  he  can  resign  his 
office  only  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  held  according  to  law.  The 
office  of  trustees  cannot  be  resigned  and  filled  again  at  one  and  the 
same  meeting;  for  the  law  provides  that  v/hen  a  vacancy  occurs  in 
the  board  of  trustees  of  any  school  district,  the  election  to  fill  such 
vacancy  shall  l>e  held  upon  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  thereof  to  be 
given  by  the  town  superintendent  of  the  township  in  Avhich  such  dis- 
trict is  situate,  by  advertisment  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in 
said  district. 

A  trup^.es  cannot  be  expelled  from  office  by  tlie  inhabitants  of  his 
district  for  any  reason  whatever. 

The  district  school  house  is  as  much  under  the  control  of  the  dis- 
trict trustees  as  if  it  were  part  of  their  personal  property,  except 
that  they  have  no  right  to  deprive  the  district  of  its  possession,  or  of 
its  use  for  school  purposes.  They  may  close  its  doors  at  all  times 
when  the  school  is  not  in  session. 

District  trustees  alone  have  the  right^  to  establish  a  public  school, 
and  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  public  scliool  teacher.  They  can- 
not, however,  employ  a  teacher  who  is  not  regularly  licensed. 

A  trustee  cannot  <;ontinne  to  hold  his  office  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  to  fillhis  place  at  the  annual  district  meeting.  The  law  pro- 
vides that  the  taxa'jle  inhabitants  of  the  several  school  districts  shall 
elect  annually  one  trustee  to  hold  his  office  three  years;  and  there  is 
no  section  of  the  law  which  provides  that  such  trustee  shall  hold  his 
office  for  any  greater  period  of  time,  or  until  his  successor  shall  be 
elected.  If  no  election  be  held  at  an  annual  district  meeting  the  va- 
cancy that  then  occurs  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  continues  to  exist, 
and  can  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  tlio  supplement 
to  the  act,  approved  March  17,  1854. 

V. LVCORPORATED    SCHOOL    DISTRICT. 

1.  An  incorporated  school  district  may  be  altered  or  abolished  with 
the  assent  of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district,  which 
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iissent  may  be  ol)tained  in  any  way  that  is  convenient  and  sufficientlj 
decisive  to  enalHe  the  Tov/n  iSnperintendent  and  trustee  to  make  the 
requisite  certificate  of  the  alteration  or  aljolislmient. 

2.  The  consent  of  the  trustee  of  an  incorporated  district  is  not 
necessary  in  order  to  alter  or  aholish  such  district. 

3.  When  an  incorporated  district  and  a  township  are  territorially 
alike,  the  money  raised  by  tax  at  town  meetings  must  be  applied  to 
all  the  schools  in  the  district  entitled  under  tiie  law  to  a  portion  of 
the  school  fund. 

The  law  requires  the  Town  Superintendent  and  trustee  to  be  satis- 
fied as  to  the  wishes  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated 
district  before  altering;  or  abolishing  it.  But  the  manner  in  which 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  are  to  be  ascertained  not  being  declared, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the  law  intends  this  m'attej-  to  be  governed  by 
circumstances.  The  consent,  then,  of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
of  the  district  may  be  olitained  in  any  way  that  is  convenient,  and 
sufficiently  decisive  to  enable  the  Town  Superintendent  to  make  the 
requisite  certificate  of  the  alteration  or  abolishment;  and  inasmuch 
as  the  law  requires  the  Town  Superintendent  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
Avishes  ol  the  taxable  inliabitants  of  an  incorporated  district  before 
altering  or  al'olishing  it,  it  is  fair  that,  in  case  a  sacrifice  of  time  in 
canvassing  a  district  be  necessary  on  his  pai-t.  he  should  receive  com- 
pensation for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day. 

It  is  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  and  not  the  trus- 
tees, who  have  the  right  to  decide  whether  such  district  shall  be  al- 
tered or  not.  If  the  inhabitants  determine  that  it  shall  be  altered, 
the  trustees  cannot  refuse  to  sign  the  necessary  certificate,  altliough 
they  may  be  personally  opposed  to  such  alteration.  Should  they  re- 
fuse, it  is  only  necessary  to  apply  to  the  ])roper  court  for  an  order 
compelling  them  to  discharge  their  duty.  The  consent  of  the  trustees 
of  an  incorporated  district  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  alter  or  abolish 
such  distiict. 

It  happens  sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  that  the  boundaries  of 
a  township  correspond  territorially  with  the  boundaries  of  an  incor- 
jjorated  district;  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  is  but  one  district  in 
a  township,  and  that  district  is  incorporated.  In  such  a  district  there 
may  be  one  or  more  schools  under  the  care  of  a  religions  society, 
which  sciiool  or  schools  may  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  public  school 
fund.  If,  now,  at  the  annual  towa  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 
a  townsliip.  it  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  vote  to  raise  by  tax  a  certain 
sum  of  money  for  the  support  of  schools,  must  all  this  money  be  de- 
voted to  the  maintenance  of  the  school  belonging  to  the  incorporated 
district,  or  must  a  i)ortion  of  it  be  allowed  to  the  school  or  schools, 
wnder  the  care  of  the  religious  societies  in  said  district? 

The  money  thus  raised  "must  be  equitably  divided  among  all  the 
schools  of  the  township  entitled  to  receive 'a  portion  of  the  school 
fund.  If  the  people  of  such  a  township  desire  to  raise  money  as  an 
incorporated  school  district,  they  must,  through  their  trustees,  as  a 
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district,  <rivQ  tho  notice  required  by  section  11  of  the  "Supplement 
to  the  act  to  csta])lish  pnl)lic  scliools,''  approved  Maicli  14, 1851 ;  and 
the  people  must  decide  I)y  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  those  assembled  in 
pursuance  of  said  notice,  how  much  money  shall  ])e  raised  by  taxa- 
tion, a  certificate  of  whijh  must  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  trus- 
tees, and  delivered  to  the  assessor  of  said  township. 

VI.— DISTRICTS    NOT    INCORPOl'.ATED. 

1.  Township  committees  have  no  authority  to  establish  or  alter 
school  districts. 

2.  The  inhabitants  of  a  school  district  have  no  riijht  to  meet  and^ 
by  a  vote,  withdi-aw  from  the  district  to  which  they  i)e!ou<r. 

3.  The  town  suj)crintendent  alone  has  power  to  establish,  to  alter, 
or  abolish  an  unincorporated  school  district. 

4.  Town  superintendents  caunot  be  compelled  to  alter  or  abolish  a 
school  distric*^^. 

5.  A  district  lying^  partly  in  one  township  and  partly  in  another,, 
cannot  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  superintendents  of  both 
townships,  except  in  case  of  disagreement,  when  the  superintendents 
of  the  three  next  adjacent  townships  may  alter  it, 

6.  A  town  supeiintendent  cannot  alter  or  abolish  a  school  district 
without  first  communicating  his  intention  to  the  trustees  of  all  the 
districts  to  be  therel)y  affected. 

7.  The  trustees,  and  not  the  township  committee,  may  be  associa'ed 
with  the  town  superintendent  in  altering  the  boundaries  of  a  school 
district. 

A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  tvro  school  districts  having  met  at 
a  private  house,  resolved  to  set  off  and  organize  a  new  district  from 
those  to  which  they  respectively  belonged.  With  a  view  to  carrying- 
out  this  design,  they  prepared  a  ^st  of  such  families  as  desii-ed  to  be 
so  set  off"  as  a  new  district,  appointed  trustees,  and  adopted  the  name 
of  Belmont  district.  Subsequently  the  individuals  appointed  a.s 
trustees  appeared  before  the  township  committee,  and  asked  to  have 
their  proceedings  ratified.  The  committee  ■'  decided  to  waive  all 
olijectious  as  to  the  legality  of  the  form  in  which  the  matter  was 
presented,"  and  the  proceedings  were  by  them  approved. 

Proceedings  of  this  kind  are  unwarranted  by  law,  and  are,  of 
course,  without  the  least  force  or  effect.  In  the  first  place,  the  inhab- 
itants of  distiicts  have  no  authoricy  to  meet  and  withdraw  from  the 
districts  to  which  they  respectively  belong.  In  the  second  place, 
having  met,  and  determined,  if  possible,  to  set  themselves  off"  as  a 
separate  district,  they  have  no  right,  at  such  meeting,  to  choose  trus- 
tees. In  the  third  place,  having  met  and  resolved  to  set  themselves 
off  as  a  district,  their  action  cannot  be  authoritatively  approved,  or 
disapproved,  or  anywise  reviewed  officially  by  the  township  commit- 
tee. The  township  committee  has  no  power  whatever  to  establish  or 
alter  school  districts.    If  the  inhabitants  of  the  so-called  Bolmont  dis- 
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trict  desired  to  set  themselves  off  from  the  districts  to  which  they  be- 
longed, they  should  have  ap];)licd  to  the  town  superintendent,  who 
alone  had  authority  to  carry  out  their  wislies.  If  the  town  supo-iutend- 
ent  had  seen  fit  to  form  a  district  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  and  if 
the  trustees  of  the  districts  to  which  they  l)elon<i-ed  had  not  objected 
to  his  so  doin.a'.  he  could  Jiave  set  them  off  at  any  time;  and  Avithin 
twenty  days  after  he  had  so  set  them  off,  it  would  have  been  his  duty 
to  prepare  a  notice  in  writing  describing  the  district  thus  formed,  and 
sippointing  a  time  and  place  for  the  first  district  meeting,  and  tiien, 
and  not  till  then,  could  the  distiict  trustees  bo  elected. 

Township  committees  have  no  power  to  compel  township  superin- 
tendents to  alter  unincorporated  districts.  If  a  town  superintendent 
refuse  to  alter  such  a  district,  the]  e  is  no  person  authorized  to  compel 
iiim  to  do  so. 

A  district  lying  partly  in  one  township  and  partly  in  another  can- 
not bo  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  su};erintendenis  of  both 
townships,  except  in  cases  of  disagreement  between  them,  when  they 
must  associate  with  themselves  the  superintendents  of  the  three  next 
adjacent  townships,  and  the  decision  of  the  wliole  number  of  such 
superintendents  so  associated  together,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
be  final. 

Section  seventeenth  of  "  An  act  to  establish  Public  Schools,"  ap- 
proved x\pril  ITth,  1846,  provides  that:  "  In  the  erection  or  altera- 
tion of  a  school  district,  the  trustees  of  any  district  to  he  affected 
thereby  may  apply  to  the  tov.-nship  committee  to  be  associated  with 
the  town  superintendent,  and  their  action  shall  be  final."  Which 
section  evidently  recognizes  the  right  of  the  trustees  of  a  school  dis- 
trict to  be  notified  of  any  alteration  thereof  contemplated  by  the  town 
superintendent,  in  order  that,  in  case  of  dissatisfaction  on  tlieir  part, 
they  may  make  use  of  such  means  as  the  law  provides  for  preventing 
such  alterations. 

This  section  of  the  law  does  not  require  the  town  superintendent, 
before  altering  a  district,  to  serve  a  Ibrmal  notice  of  his  intention 
upon  the  trustees,  but  in  its  phraseology  and  its  provisions  it  intends, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  school  districts  shall  not  Ijc  altered  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  trustees  of  such  district. 

While,  then,  a  town  superintendent,  in  the  alteration  of  a  school 
district,  is  not  obliged  to  obtain  the  consent  of  a  majoiity  of  the  in- 
habitants thereof:  and  while  such  alteration  would  be  lawful  (though 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  trustees),  if  consummated  with  their 
knowledge,  and  without  protest  or  ajipeal  on  their  part,  such  altera- 
tion made  covertly  and  witiiout  tlieir  knowledge,  Avould  be  a  disre- 
gard of  the  spirit,  the  phraseology  and  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and 
would  be  void  ab  initio. 

A  wrong  interpretation  is  not  unfrequently  given  to  the  words  of 
section  seventeen,  above  quoted.  It  is  the  trustees,  and  not  the  town- 
ship committee,  Avho  may  be  associated  with  the  town  superintendent 
in  alterinrj;  the  boundaries  of  a  school  district. 
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VII. —  DISTRICT    MKKTINOS, 

1.  The  town  .-upcriiitoiident  ii^;  the  only  persun  authorized  hj  law 
to  call  district  meeting-s,  except  wlien  it  is  desii'able  in  incorporated 
districts  to  raise  money  by  tax:  and  in  such  cases  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  trustees  to  notify  the  ip.lialutants  to  assemble. 

2.  It  is  not  obiijratory  u]ion  the  town  superintendent  to  call  the 
district  meetinus  at  the  district  school  house. 

3.  The  annual  district  meetinu-  must  be  held  on  the  day  fixed  by 
laAv,  and  not  on  any  day  whicli  the  town  superintendent  may  deem 
more  desirable. 

4.  Three  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  a  district,  meeting  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  legal  notice,  are  sudicient  to  transact  the  l)usiness  for  Avhich 
such  meeting  is  called. 

5.  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incoi-porated  district 
called  to  raise  money,  it  is  necessary  that  the  tnislees.  or  a  majority 
of  tiiem,  should  be  present. 

6.  Money  cannot  be  ordered  to  l)e  raised  Ijy  tax  at  a  meeting  of 
the  taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  unless  the  purpose 
to  raise  money  l>e  declared  in  the  notice  by  AA'hich  such  meetnig  is 
called. 

7.  At  a  meeting  of  an  incoi"])nrated  district,  there  being  many  per- 
sons present  not  entitled  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  it  would  be 
improper  to  vote  viva  voce  on  a  resolution  to  i-aise  money  by  tax:  and 
the  trustees,  if  dissatisfied,  may  refuse  to  make  out  and  sign  the  re- 
quired certificate. 

8.  When  no  inspectors  of  electiou  are  appointed  at  a  district  meet- 
ing, the  chairman,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  authorized,  in  case  of 
dispute,  to  decide  who  are  and  who  are  not  legal  votes. 

ISection  six  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved  April 
17,  1846,  provides  that  "district  meetings  shall  be  held  annually  on 
the  first'  Monday  of  April,  of  the  time  and  place  of  which  meeting 
ten  days'  notice  shall  be  'given  in  vrriting  by  the  town  superinten- 
dent." Again,  at  sections  one  and  two  of  the  sup.])lement  to  said  act. 
approved  March  17,  1854.  it  is  pi-ovided  that  "in  case  of  any  vacancy 
in  the  board  of  trustees  of  any  school  district,  the  election  to  fill  sucli 
vacancy  shall  be  held  upon  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
thereof,  to  be  given  by  the  town  superintendent,"  etc.  Eut  at  sec- 
tion eleven  of  said  act,  it  is  provided  that  "  in  case  the  trustees  of 
any  incorporated  school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  land,  to  build 
a  school  house  thereon,  or  to  build  or  enlarge  a  school  house,  or  to 
expend  in  repaiis  a  larger  sum  in  any  one  year  than  twenty  dollars, 
or  to  pay  existing  debts,  or  to  dispose  of,  or  mortgage,  a  school  house, 
or  to  raise  additional  money  for  such  purposes;  or  for  maintaining 
free  schools  in  said  district,  such  trustees  may  call  a  meeting  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants  of  said  district,  at  some  public  place  therein, 
signed  by  at  least  two  of  said  trustees,  setting  forth  the  time  and 
place,"  etc. 
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It  ni»}!ears  then  that  the  town  supei-intondcnt  Ib  the  only  person 
authorized  by  law  to  call  district  meeting's,  except  when  it  is  desired, 
in  incorporated  districts,  to  raise  money  by  tax ;  and  in  such  cases  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  notify  the  inhabitants  to  assemble.  While 
it  would  lie  pio}  er  for  the  town  superintendent  to  consult  ihe  wishes 
of  the  trustees  as  to  the  time  and  |)lace  for  hokling  such  meetings  as 
he  is  authorized  to  call,  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  do  so,  and  it  is 
not  vvithiu  the  power  of  the  trustees  to  cliange  the  hour  or  the  place 
which  he  designates  in  his  notice. 

It  is  not  obligatory  upon  the  town  superintendent  to  call  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  the  district  school  house,  although  in  the  opinion  of 
the  trustees  this  may  be  the  most  suitable  place. 

Annual  district  meetings  must  be  held  on  the  day  fixed  upon  by 
law,  and  not  on  any  day  which  the  town  supei-intendent  or  the  trus- 
tees may  deem  more  desirable.  In  case  of  a  failui-e  to  hold  a  meeting 
on  that  day,  the  olhce  of  the  trustee  whose  term  then  expires,  becomes 
vacant,  and  can  be  HUed  afterwards  only  at  a  meeting  called  expressly 
for  such  pui-pose. 

The  law  docs  not  specify  tlie  nund)er  of  persons  who  sliall  be  p:c- 
sent  and  vote  at  a  district  meeting  lield  for  any  purpose ;  but  it 
declai-es  that  certain  mntters  shall  be  determined  by  a  majoiity,  and 
certain  other  matters  by  two-thirds,  of  those  present.  It  is  fair  to 
infer,  then,  that  a  legal  meeting  cannot  be  held  unless  three  persons, 
at  least,  be  assembled;  and  in  my  opinion,  three  of  the  taxable  inhab- 
itants of  a  district,  meeting  in  pursuance  of  a  legal  notice,  arc  suffi- 
cient to  transact  the  business  for  which  such  meeting  is  called. 

It  is  sometimes  supposed  that  the  trustees  must  be  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  because  the 
law  requires  two  of  them,  at  least,  to  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate 
of  the  amount  of  money  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  deliver  said  cer- 
tificate to  the  assessor  of  tlie  toAvnship.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  It 
is  not  necessary  that  the  trustees  should  be  present  at  such  a  meeting. 
The  minutes  of  the  meeting,  attested  by  the  chairman  and  secretaiy, 
are  sufficient  to  warrant  the  trustees  in  making  out  and  signing  the 
requisite  certificate. 

The  notice  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  dis- 
trict to  raise  money,  should  specify  as  fully  as  possi))le  the  purpose 
for  which  the  money  is  to  be  raised.  Cnder  a  call  to  raise  money 
for  incidental  expenses,  it  would  not  be  laAvful  to  order  money  to  be 
raised  to  pui-chase  land,  or  to  build  a  school  house.  Nor  would  it  be 
lawful  to  raise  money  for  any  purpose  at  a  meeting  called  to  elect  a 
trustee,  "  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  busmess  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary."  Money  cannot  be  ordered  to  be  raised  by  tax 
at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  unless  the 
purpose  to  raise  money  be  declared  in  the  notice  by  which  such 
meeting  is  called. 

In  order  to  raise  money  by  taxation,  it  is  required  by  law  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  present  at  a  meeting  lield  for  that 
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purpose,  shall  give  their  consent.  But  the  law  iloes  not  declare  in 
what  manner  tlie  vote  sliall  oe  taken.  This  may  ])e  done  in  any  way 
whereby  the  wishes  of  the  inhahitants  may  be  satisfactorily  expressed. 
But  if  the  meeting  is  evidently  composed  laro:ely  of  persons  nat  en- 
titled to  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  it  would  be  improper  to  vote 
viva  voce  on  a  resolution  to  raise  money  by  tax ;  and  the  trustees,  if 
dissatisfied  with  such  a  vote,  may  refuse  to  make  out  and  sign  the  re- 
quired certificate.  Under  which  circumstances,  ap])eal  may  be  made 
to  t!ie  State  Supei-intendent  of  Schools,  whose  duty  it  will  then  be  to 
investigate  the  matter,  and  by  his  decision,  either  sustain  the  action 
of  the  trustees,  or  direct  them  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  meeting. 
None  but  male  white  citizens,  who  are  taxable,  are  entitled  to  vote  at 
district  meetings.  Such  is  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  rendered 
in  the  year  1855.  But  who  is  to  decide  as  to  the  qualification  of  an 
individual  voter,  is  sometimes  a  very  perplexing  question  at  district 
meetings ;  and  it  happens  occasionally  that  tvvo  persons  pretend  to 
the  same  office  in  the  board  of  trustees,  one  of  them  being  sustained 
by  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  at  which  he  claims  to  have  been 
elected,  while  the  other  is  sustained  by  the  old  members  of  the  board, 
on  the  ground  that  the  opposing  candidate's  majoiity  was  obtained 
by  illegal  voting. 

When  no  inspectors  of  election  are  appointed  at  a  district  meeting, 
the  chairman,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  authorized,  in  case  of  dispute, 
to  decide  who  are,  and  who  are  not  legal  voters.  The  decision  of  a 
presiding  officer  does  not,  however,  preclude  an  investigation  of  the 
legal  result  of  an  election;  and  this  decision  may  be  reversed  by  the 
proper  court:  but  until  this  decision  is  reversed,  it  must  govern  iu 
the  premises. 

VIII. — PUBLIC    SCHOOLS. 

1.  A  public  school  is  a  school  that  is  completely  under  the  control 
of  officers  elected,  or  appointed  by  the  people. 

2.  None  other  than  public  schools  can  claim  a  portion  of  the  public 
moneys,  unless  entitled  to  it  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  to 
establish  public  schools,  approved  April  17,  1846. 

3.  Public  schools  must  be  free  so  long  as  they  can  be  so  maintained 
by  the  public  moneys. 

4.  One  public  school,  at  least,  must  be  established  and  maintained 
in  each  district. 

5.  A  child  must  attend  the  public  school  belonging  to  the  district 
in  which  he  resides. 

6.  A  cliild  may  be  transferred  from  one  district  to  another  on  cer- 
tain conditions. 

7.  Trustees  may  charge  a  tuition  fee  for  children  who  are  not  resi- 
dents. 

8.  A  child  may  be  expelled  from  a  public  school  by  the  district 
trustees,  if  his  attendance  thereat  is  injurious  to  such  school. 

26 
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A  ^rent  deal  of  uncertainty  prevails  as  to  the  menninir  of  the  term 
public  school :  and,  in  order  to  receive  a  portion  of  tlie  j.ulilic  njoneys, 
this  name  is  Hcnietimes  applied  to  schools  which  have  no  claims  what- 
ever to  it.  Schools  under  the  care  of  religious  societies  are  not  pub- 
lic schools,  even  though  tliey  be  entirely  free.  Scliools  belonging  to 
societies,  or  private  corporations  of  any  kind,  are  not  public  schools. 
A  {)ul»l^"c  school  is  a  school  that  is  (.ouijdetely  und(?r  the  control  of 
ofliceis  elected  or  ajipointed  according  to  law  liy  the  taxable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  distiicts,  or  jilace,  in  wliich  it  is  located.  Its  teachers  are 
appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  paid  by  the  trusrees.  and  can  Ije  re- 
moved by  the  trustees:  and  the  tiustees,  in  turn,  are  governed  ]>y 
the  general  school  law,  which  prescribes  their  duties,  and  holds  them 
accountal  le  for  negligence  thereof.  Public  schools,  as  thus  described, 
are  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  public  school  moneys;  and  no  other 
Fchools  have  a  claim  to  any  portion  of  these  moneys,  unless  entitlerl 
to  it  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools, 
apjiroved  April  17,  l.'^4(). 

Pul>lic  schools  must  bo  free  as  long  as  they  can  be  so  maintained 
by  means  of  th':'  pulilic  moneys.  While  in  many  places  the  moneys 
received  from  t!ie  State,  together  with  those  raised  Ity  tax,  are  suili- 
cient  to  maintain  good  schools  throrighout  the  year,  in  many  other 
places  such  is  nut  the  case.  Lnoudi  money  is  not  raised  by  tax:  and 
the  fault  is  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  no  personal  interest  in  the 
matter.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  public  moneys  should  be  so 
{ip[)liod  as  to  aJi'ord  to  all  a  lair  opportunity  to  ])rofit  by  them. 

One  pulilic  school,  at  least,  must  be  established  and  maintained  in 
each  district,  except  vfhen,  in  any  township,  city  or  borough,  two  or 
more  districts  unite  and  consolidate  the  respective  quotas  of  the 
sch  ol  money  appoi'tioned  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  one 
or  more  free  schools  in  said  township,  city  or  borough. 

Each  district  school  is  intended  exclusively  lor  the  l>enefit  of  the 
children  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  located.  It  is  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law  to  pay  to  a  parent  his  "  share"  of  the  public  moneys, 
as  it  is  called,  and  allow  him  to  expend  the  same  whei-ever  he  pleases 
for  his  child's  tuition.  Nevertheless,  there  may  be  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  would  be  pi'oper  to  permit  a  child  to  go  from  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  lesides  to  the  school  of  an  adjacent  district.  This, 
however,  can  be  done  only  with  the  consent  of  the  superintendent 
and  the  trustees  of  both  districts,  it  being  agreed  among  them  that 
such  child's  share  of  the  public  money  sh.all  go  to  the  district  in  which 
he  attends  school.  Although  non-i-esidents  of  a  district  have  no 
rights  to  the  Ijenefits  of  the  pulilic  schools  of  such  district,  they  may 
send  their  children  to  such  school  with  the  consent  of  the  ti-ustees; 
but  in  such  cases  the  trustees  should  demand  a  fair  price  for  the 
tuition  thus  aftbrded. 

A  public  school  is  f.)r  the  benefit  of  all  who  attend  it.  No  child 
attending  such  school  has  a  right  to  conduct  himself,  or  herself,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  disturb  the  rights  of  others ;  and  if  a  child  persists  in 
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such  a  course  of  conduct  it  would  be  uujust  to  others  to  allow  hira  or 
her  to  remain  in  school.  A  child,  then,  may  be  expelled  fi-om  a  pult- 
lic  school  by  the  district  trustees  if  his  attendance  thereat  be  injurious 
to  such  seliool. 

IX. — SCHOOLS    BELONGING    TO    RELIGIOUS    SOCIETIES. 

1.  The  trustees  of  a  school  established  under  the  care  of  a  religious 
society,  as  provided  for  by  law,  may  include  in  their  lists  the  children 
of  its  patrons  and  proprietors  between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen 
who  are  capable  of  attending  school. 

2.  kSchools  established  under  the  care  of  religious  societies  have  no 
title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  incorporated  districts  for 
school  puiposes. 

The  law  provides  that  when  patrons  or  proprietors  of  any  school 
already  organized  and  established  under  the  care  of  any  religious 
society  or  denomination  of  Christians,  whose  clinrch  discipline  pro- 
vides for  the  estaldishment  of  schools  and  the  appointniont  of  trus- 
tees, are  unwilling  to  relinquish  such  schools  and  become  sul)ject  to 
all  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of 
said  sciiool  to  transmit  to  the  town  superintendent  of  their  respective 
townships,  a  certificate  of  their  organization,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  children  of  sucli  patrons  and  proprietors,  l)etween  the  ages  of  five 
and  sixteen,  who  are  capable  of  attending  school. 

The  ofiicers  of  such  a  school,  tlien,  have  a  right  to  include  in  the 
lists  of  the  children  of  its  patrons  and  proprietors,  only  those  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen,  who  are  capable  of  attending  school; 
and  the  money  received  by  said  officers  from  the  town  collector  must 
be  applied  directly  to  the  support  of  their  school,  and  must  not  be 
expended  by  the  patrons  and  proprietors  as  they  may  see  fit. 

By  the  provisions  of  section  twelve  of  the  act  to  establish  public 
schools,  approved  April  17th,  1846,  certain  schools,  under  the  care 
of  religious  societies,  or  denominations  of  Christians,  are  entitled  to 
receive  just  and  ratable  proportions  of  the  money  assigned  to  the 
townships  in  which  they  are  located,  out  of  the  income  of  the  school 
fund,  and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  be  raised  or  appropriated  by 
said  townships  for  the  support  of  public  schools. 

But  section  nine  of  the  supjjlement  to  said  act,  approved  March  14, 
1851,  provides  that  the  trustees  of  any  school  district  may  become  in- 
corporated ;  and  section  eleven  of  the  same  supplement  confers  upon 
said  trustees  certain  powers,  among  which  is  that  of  raising,  by  taxa- 
tion, for  school  purposes,  any  such  sum  of  money  as  two-thirds  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  district,  when  duly  assembled,  may  agree  upon, 
in  addition  to  the  money  to  them  apportioned.  Such  money  may  be 
raised  tor  special  purposes,  such  as  for  building  or  enlarging  a  school 
house,  paying  existing  debts,  maintaining  free  schools,  etc.,  and  the 
money  so  raised  must  be  paid  by  the  township  collector  into  the  hands 
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of  the  town  superintendent  fcft-  tlie  use  of  said  district,  and  by  him 
disbursed  on  the  order  of  the  trustees  thereof,  for  the  purposes  di- 
rected by  the  inhabitants,  at  the  meeting  whereat  the  money  was  or- 
dered to  be  raised. 

The  law  is  very  clear,  both  at  section  twelve  of  the  act  of  April  17,. 
1846,  and  at  section  eleven  of  the  supplement  of  March  14, 1851.  Its 
intention  at  the  latter  section  is,  undoubtedly,  to  provide,  as  far  as 
possible,  free  instruction  in  our  pul)lic  schools,  to  enable  the  people, 
wherever  they  may  so  desire,  to  elevate  therein  the  standard  of  learn- 
ing, and  to  secure  the  best  means  to  this  end. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  while  the  law  provides  that  certain  schools, 
under  the  care  of  religious  societies,  shall  receive  a  rateable  propor- 
tion of  the  school  fun(l,  and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  be  raised 
or  appropriated  by  tlie  township  for  tlie  support  of  public  schools, 
such  scI)ools  have  no  title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  in- 
corporated districts  for  school  purposes. 

X, — SCHOOLS  FOR  COLORED  CHILDREN. 

1.  There  is  no  section  of  the  law  nor  any  decision  of  the  courts 
that  deprives  colored  children  of  the  advantages  of  public  school  in- 
struction. 

2.  ^-'chools  may  be  established  for  the  special  benefit  of  colored 
children. 

The  law  declares  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  tlie 
several  school  districts  to  apjily  the  money  a})portioned  to  their  re- 
spective districts,  or  raised  therein,  to  the  esta])lishing  and  mainten- 
ance of  free  schools  in  said  districts,  in  which  shall  be  taught,  free  of 
charge,  all  the  cliildren  V»etween  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  de- 
sirous of  attending  the  same. 

Under  this  section  of  the  law,  the  children  of  any  class  of  persons 
are  entitled  td  the  advantages  of  public  school  instruction ;  and  thei-e 
is  no  section  of  the  law,  nor  any  decision  of  the  court,  which  deprives 
colored  children  of  tliese  advantages.  'J'he  law  makes  no  distinction 
between  children  of  one  nationality,  or  race,  and  children  of  anotlier : 
nor  does  it  make  any  distinction  between  the  children  of  citizens  and 
the  children  of  those  who  arp:  not  citizens. 

Trustees  have  full  authority  to  establish  schools  and  employ  teach- 
ers for  their  respective  districts  ;  and  if  in  their  judgment  the  interests 
of  a  disti-ict  require  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  colored  children, 
or  the  estalilishment  of  two  or  more  schools,  differing  as  to  grade,  or 
character,  they  may  act  accordingly,  provided  always  that  every 
child  enjoys  the  advantages  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

XL — SCHOOL    MONEYS. 

1.  Public  school  moneys  are  such  moneys  as  are  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  town  superintendent  for  school  purposes,  and  consist  of  the 
jiitercst  of  the  school  fund,  township  and  district  taxes,  and  the  inter- 
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est  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with  such  other  funds  not  raided  by  tax, 
as  shall  be  appropriated  bv  the  inhabitant!  of  a  township  at  their  an- 
nual town  meeting'. 

2.  The  State  does  not  lose  all  control  over  the  pul>lic  school  moneys, 
even  after  they  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  township  officer. 

3.  The  public  school  moneys  cannot  be  paid  out  by  the  town  su- 
perintendent, exce[)t  upon  the  written  order  of  the  district  trustees. 

4.  When  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  neglect  to  transmit  to  the 
town  su}ierintendent,  within  the  time  required  by  law,  a  list  of  the 
children  of  their  district,  such  town  superintendent  must  withhold 
from  said  district  a  share  of  the  public  school  fund,  unless  the  action 
of  the  chosen  fi'eeholders  justify  him  in  doing  otherwise. 

5.  It  is  not  optional  with  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  expend 
for  educational  purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  money  appor- 
tioned to  said  district  for  a  specified  year.  The  money  apportioned 
to  a  district  fur  a  certain  year,  or  raised  by  tax  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  education  during  that  year,  cannot  be  reserved  for  a  future 
year,  or  be  used  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  former  year. 

6.  The  public  money  cannot  be  divided  among  the  inhabitants  of 
a  district,  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  education  of  their  children  in 
private  schools. 

7-.  Districts  that  are  not  incorporated  have  no  right  to  use  the  pub- 
lic school  moneys  for  the  repairing  of  school  houses. 

8.  The  trustees  of  an  incorporated  school  district  may  expend,  an- 
nually, twenty  dollars  of  the  public  moneys  in  repairs. 

The  moneys  used  for  the  purposes  of  education  are  of  two  kinds, 
and  may  be  distinguished  as'private  and  public  moneys.  Such  funds 
as  are  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  district,  by  su])scription  or  vol- 
untary assessment,  for  the  purpose  of  repairs,  or  for  the  purchase  of 
fuel,  or  books,  or  school  furniture,  etc.,  may  be  regarded  as  private 
moneys;  and  with  these  moneys  the  law  has  nothing  to  do.  They 
go  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  or  of  a  committee,  and  may  be  ex- 
pended as  the  inhabitants  see  fit.  Public  school  moneys  are  such 
moneys  as  are  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  town  superintendent  for 
school  purposes.  They  consist  of  the  interest  of  the  school  fund ; 
township  and  district  taxes;  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with 
such  other  funds  not  raised  by  tax  as  shall  be  appropriated  by  the 
inhalMtants  of  a  township  at  their  annual  town  meeting.  It  is  over 
these  moneys  that  the  law  exercises  a  control,  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  to  see  that  they  arc  fairly 
applied. 

All  officers  entrusted  with  these  moneys  are  accountable  to  the 
State,  and  may,  at  any  time,  be  held  responsible  for  the  lawful  dis- 
bursement of  the  same.  The  town  superintendent,  in  whose  hands 
they  are  lodged,  cannot  pay  them  out  except  upon  the  written  draf 
of  the  district  trustees,  and  this  draft  must  state  the  object  for  whic 
they  are  to  be  used,  and  must  be  made  payable  to  the  order  of  th 
person  entitled  to  receive  them.     The  Town  Superintendent  is,  then® 
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made  responsiljle  for  the  legal  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys,  and 
he  has  no  ri.^ht  to  pay  out  such  moneys,  except  for  the  purposes  autho- 
rized by  law.  He  must  judge  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  orders 
made  upon  hiin  by  the  district  trustees ;  and  in  case  his  opinion  be  at 
variance  with  tliat  of  the  trustees,  either  party  may  appeal  to  the 
State  Superintendent,  whose  duty  it  will  De  to  decide  tlie  matter. 

In  the  apportionment  of  the  school  fund,  the  law  intends  to  dis- 
tribute the  benefits  derivable  therefrom  equally  and  l)y  turn  among 
all  the  children  af  the  State.  The  conditions  upon  which  they  may- 
receive  these  benefits  the  law  defines,  and  their  interests  it  guards  to 
some  extent  l)y  penalties  attached  to  the  neglect  of  certain  duties  on 
the  part  of  those  appointed  to  watch  over  these  interests.  The  con- 
ditions upon  A\liich  each  cliild  receives  his  share  of  the  benefits 
arising  from  the  puljlic  money,  are  that  he  shall  be  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eighteen  years ;  that  he  shall  be  numbered  in  the  district 
in  which  he  lives,  and  that  the  names  of  his  parents  or  guardians  shall 
accompany  his  own  name  in  the  lists  i-equired  to  be  transmitted  by  tlie 
trustees  to  the  town  superintendent,  and  by  said  suj^erintendent 
transmitted  to  the  l)oard  of  clioscn  freeholders.  While  no  child 
can  be  turned  away  from  the  district  school,  simjily  because  his  name 
is  not  upon  the  lists  made  out  by  the  trustees,  it  may,  nevertheless, 
be  said  that  the  apportionment  to  each  township  is  made  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children  named  in  the  list  of  such  township,  to  each  an 
equal  share.  The  share  wliich  each  toAvnship  receives  of  tlie  school 
fund  depends  upon  tlie  number  of  children  whose  names  are  furnished 
to  the  c  hosen  freeholders.  Suppose,  now,  that  through  the  negli- 
gence of  district  trustees,  the  names  of  the  children  of  only  one  dis- 
trict should  be  furnished  to  the  chosen  freeholders,  while  in  the 
township  there  are  ten  districts.  Certainly  it  would  be  unjust  to 
divide  the  money  apportioned  to  this  number  of  children,  among  all 
the  children  of  the  township;  and  if  unjust  in  such  a  case,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  distribute  among  ten  disti'icts  the  sum  of  money  appor- 
tioned to  only  nine.  It  must,  then,  be  decided  that  when  the  trustees 
of  a  school  district  neglect  to  transmit  to  the  town  superintendent, 
within  the  time  required  by  law,  a  list  of  the  children  of  their  dis- 
trict, such  town  superintendent  must  withhold  from  said  district  a 
share  of  the  school  fund,  unless  the  action  of  the  chosen  freeholders 
•warrant  him  in  doing  otherwise. 

Section  nine  of  the  act  of  A  pril  17,  184G,  amended  March  14, 1851  ^ 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  said  districts,  within  twenty  days 
after  their  election,  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  children  capable  of  at- 
tending school,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  within 
their  said  districts,  together  with  the  names  of  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians of  such  children,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  town  super- 
intendent, etc.  The  money  then  ajiportioned  for  any  one  year  to  a 
district,  is  intended  for  tlie  education  of  the  children  of  such  district, 
then  and  there  entitled  to  the  same.  Tlie  law  does  not  leave  it  op- 
tional with  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  expend  for  educational 
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purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  money  apjjortionc'd  to  said  dis- 
trict, i)ut  evidently  intends  that  the  money  distributed  each  year  to 
said  district,  shall  all  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  those  named  in 
the  lists,  or  otlierwiso  eliti-iblc  thereto,  and  it  is  unquestionably  the 
duty  of  the  trustees  to  provide  during  each  year,  schools  for  as  great 
a  length  of  time,  and  as  good  as  the  money  apportioned  to  their  re- 
spective districts  will  warrant. 

The  public  school  moneys  cannot  be  divided  among  the  inhabitants 
of  a  district,  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  education  of  their  children 
in  private  schools.  The  whole  sum  of  money  apportioue  1  to  a  district 
during  the  year,  should,  if  required,  be  expended  for  the  support  of 
the  school  of  said  district,  without  any  reference  to  the  number  of 
children  in  attendance.  It  is  the  intention  of  tlie  law  to  have  the 
puldic  schools  free,  or  as  nearly  free  as  possible.  All  the  children  of 
a  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  are  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  the  public  schools;  if  they  do  not  choose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  these  privileges,  the  money  which  would  go  towards  the 
payment  of  tlieir  tuition  must  revert  from  them  to  the  Ijenofit  of  such 
children  as  do  attend. 

Section  twenty  of  the  "  Act  to  establisli  PuV»lic  Schools,"  approved 
April  IT,  1846,  is  in  these  words:  "All  moneys  received  by  the 
town  superintendent  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of 
education.'' 

It  cannot,  perhaps,  be  said  that  money  expended  in  providing,  or 
repairing  a  school  house,  is  not  applied  "  to  the  jnirposes  of  educa- 
tion:"  but  there  must  certainly  be  some  limit  to  expenditures  of  this 
kind,  or  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  might  lay  out  their  money, 
from  year  to  year,  without  aflbrding  the  least  benefit  to  those  imme- 
diately entitled  to  it;  and  this  limit  is.  in  my  opinion,  aimed  at,  and 
fully  secured,  in  section  eleven  of  the  supplement,  approved  March 
14, '1851.  This  section  provides  that,  "  in  case  the  trustees  of  any 
incorporated  school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  lands,  etc.,  or  to 
build  or  enlarge  a  school  house,  or  to  expend  in  repairs,  a  larger  sum 
in  any  one  year  than  twenty  dollars,  etc..  such  trustees  may  call  a 
meeting  of  the  taxable  inhal)itants,  etc.,  to  authorize  such  trustees  to 
purchase,  build,  enlarge,  repair,  etc." 

It  is  fair  to  infer  from  this  section,  that  the  law  does  not  contem- 
plate that  the  school  fund  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  land,  the 
building  of  school  houses,  or  for  repairs  beyond  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars:  but  rather  intends  that  said  money  shall  not  l)e  so  used,  even 
by  incorporated  districts,  unless  the  inhabitants  thei'oof  are  first  called 
togetlier,  and  the  consent  obtained  of  two-thirds  of  those  present. 

XII. IlAISi:^G    MOXEY    BY    TAX. 

1.  It  is  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  of  every  townsliip  to  raise 
by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  a  sum  of  money  at  least  equal  to 
the  amount  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State. 
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2.  The  sum  to  Ije  raised  may  be  named  in  gross,  as,  for  instance, 
$1,500,  or  $2,000;  or  it  mav  be  named  in  some  other  form,  as,  for 
instance,  $1,  $2,  or  $3,  per  child  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eigh- 
teen years, 

3.  The  several  townships  are  authorized  to  raise  by  tax  three  dol- 
lars for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted  by  the  several 
district  trustees  to  the  town  superintendents,  in  the  year  previous  to 
holding  said  town  meetings,  and  tliey  may  raise  this,  or  any  sum  not 
exceeding  three  dollars,  even  though  the  town  superintendent  make 
no  report  to  the  town  meeting. 

4.  Incorporated  districts  are  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  may  raise  by  tax  for  school  purpose. 

6.  When  it  is  intended  to  raise  money  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  an  incorporated  school  district,  such  intention  should  be 
stated  in  the  notice  of  such  meeting, 

6.  When  a  tax  is  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  inhal)itants  of  an  in- 
corporated district,  under  the  act  of  March  14,  1851,  the  certificate 
made  out  by  the  trustees  of  the  district  must  show  on  its  face  that 
notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  were  signed  and  set  up, 
as  the  eleventh  section  of  said  act  prescribes,  and  that  two-thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  assemlded  voted  for  the  tax,  otherv,dse  it  cannot  bo 
legally  assessed. 

The  law  is  very  explicit  in  regard  to  tlie  subject  of  taxation  for 
school  purposes.  The  "  Act  to  establish  Public  Schools,"  approved 
April  17,  1846,  makes  it  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  of  every 
township  to  raise,  by  tax,  for  the  support  of  schools,  a  sum  of  money 
at  least  equal  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State ;  and 
the  sup])lenient  of  March  14,  1851,  at  section  six,  authorizes  them,  at 
their  annual  town  meetings,  to  raise  by  tax,  for  school  purposes,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  a|)portioned  to  their  use,  a  sum  of  money,  not 
cxceedino;  three  dollars  for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists  trans- 
initted  by  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  town  sujierintendents, 
in  the  year  previous  to  holding  said  town  meeting.  The  law  is  not 
explicit  as  to  the  terms  in  which  this  sura  sliall  be  indicated  by 
the  voters  at  the  polls.  It  may  be  named  by  them  in  gross,  as,  for 
instance,  $1,500,  or  $2,000  ;  or  it  may  be  declared  in  some  other  form, 
as,  for  instance,  $1,  $2,  or  $3  per  child,  between  the  ages  of  live  and 
eighteen  years.  If  voted  for  in  gross,  there  is  a  possibility  that  the 
sum  named  might  exceed  the  amount  authorized  by  law,  a  circum- 
stance which,  if  it  did  not  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  people,  might,  at 
least,  occasion  some  embarrassment.  If  voted  for  in  tlie  other  form, 
there  could  be  no  possibility  of  exceeding  the  limit  authorized  by  law, 
except  by  ignorance  of  that  limit,  or  a  determination  to  overstep  it. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  terms  in  which  tlie  vote  is  expressed,  the  sum 
raised  by  township  tax  cannot  exceed  $3  for  evei-y  child  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years;  and  this,  or  any  other  amount  raised 
by  voting  for  a  certain  sum  per  child,  is  to  be  determined  by  the  lists 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  397 

transmitted  by  the  several  distiict  trustees  to  the  town  superin- 
tendent. Whether,  tlien,  the  town  superintendent  iurni>h  a  report, 
or  not,  to  the  annnal  town  meeting,  the  inhaV>itants  of  a  township  have 
a  right  to  raise  l)y  tax,  for  the  su})port  of  scliools,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$3  for  each  child  whose  name  is  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted  bj 
the  several  district  trustees  to  the  town  superintendent. 

Incorporated  school  districts  are  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  they  may  raise  by  tax  for  school  purposes,  'i'he  intention  of 
the  law  which  provides  for  the  erection  of  these  districts,  is  to  enable 
the  inhaliitfints  of  such  localities  as  may  choose  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  to  cs'aljlish  and  maintain  schools  of  the  best  character.  In  these 
districts  the  inhabitants  may  assemble,  from  time  to  time,  to  devise 
means  for  improving  the  condition  of  their  schools;  and  they  may 
raise  money  by  tax  lor  various  purposes.  But  when  it  is  intended  to 
raise  money  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  school 
district,  such  intention  should  be  stated  in  the  notice  by  which  such 
meeting  is  called. 

Money  cannot  be  raised  by  tax  in  an  incorporated  school  district 
except  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  those  present,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose;  and  when  a  tax  is  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the 
inhabitants,  the  certificate  made  out  by  the  trustees  of  the  district 
must  show  on  its  face  that  notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting 
were  signed  and  set  up  as  the  law  prescril)es,  and  that  two-thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  assembled  voted  for  the  tax;  otherwise  it  cannot  be 
legally  assessed. 

XIII. — teachers'  licenses. 

1.  A  teacher  has  no  claim  to  the  public  school  moneys  for  services, 
unless  employed  by  the  district  trustees,  and  i-egularly  licensed  by 
the  county  examiners,  or  the  town  superintendent,  as  circumstances 
may  require. 

2.  A  certificate  of  license  must  set  forth  that  the  person  holding  it 
has,  upon  examination,  been  found,  both  as  regards  scholarship  and 
moral  character,  a  suitable  person ;  and  that  he,  or  she,  is  licensed  as 
a  teacher  of  public  schools. 

3.  When  a  district  is  composed  of  parts  of  two  townships,  a  certi- 
ficate of  license  from  one  superintendent  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  money  to  a  teacher  by  the  other. 

4.  A  license  may  be  granted  for  a  year  or  for  a  less  period  of  time, 
and  may  be  revoked  and  renewed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  party  em- 
powered to  grant  it. 

The  laAv  provides  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the 
several  school  districts  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  competent 
teacher,  having  a  certificate  of  license  ;  and  there  is  no  provision  for 
the  employment  of  a  teacher  in  any  other  way.  When  a  teacher  has 
been  thus  employed,  he  cannot  be  discharged  exeeot  by  the  trustees 
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of  the  district;  and  the  town  superintendent  is  bound  to  pay  his 
salary,  on  the  order  of  the  trustees,  as  far  as  he  can  from  the  moneys 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  district,  so  long  as  such  teacher  may 
continue  in  the  service  of  said  trustees,  and  in  possession  of  a  lawful 
license.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
district,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  teacher  employed  by  the  trus- 
tees, meet  and  detei'mine  to  employ  another ;  and  the  teacher  thus 
employed  is  sent  to  the  town  superintendent  to  procure  a  license, 
^uch  a  proceeding  is  not  authorized  by  law ;  and  a  teacher  thus  en- 
gaged has  no  claim  to  the  public  moneys  for  services  rendered. 

The  law  makes  no  exception  in  favor  of  persons  possessing  diplo- 
mas from  the  State  Normal  School  or  other  institutions  of  learning. 
It  recognizes  no  other  license  than  that  granted,  by  the  board  of  ex- 
aminers, which  is  restricted  to  the  county  where  the  same  may  be 
given ;  and  the  license  granted  by  the  town  superintendent,  which 
is  restricted  to  the  district  where  the  same  may  be  given.  If  a  teacher 
does  not  possess  a  license  recognized  by  the  laAv,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  any  part  of  the  public  moneys,  even  though  he  be  employed 
by  the  trustees  of  the  district  in  which  he  teaches.  A  certificate  of 
license,  such  as  the  law  requires,  must  set  forth  that  the  person  hold- 
ing it  has,  upon  examination.  ])een  found,  both  as  regards  scholarship 
and  moral  charactei-,  a  suitable  person  ;  and  that  he,  or  she,  is  licensed 
as  a  teacher  of  public  schools.  A  certificate  that  says  for  the  holder 
less  than  this,  is  not  what  the  law  demands,  and  gives  no  title  to  the 
public  money.  A  license  may  be  granted  for  a  year,  or  for  a  less 
period  of  time.  If  unlimited  as  to  time,  it  is  good  so  long  as  it  re- 
mains unrevoked.  Whether  limited  or  unlimited  as  to  time,  a  license 
may,  at  any  moment,  be  revoked  by  the  proper  authority.  When  a 
district  is  formed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  teacher  of  such  district  to  obtain  a  license  from 
each  of  the  town  superintendents  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  the  public 
money.  A  certificate  of  license  from  one  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  money  to  a  teacher  by  the  otliers.  The  intention  of  the 
law  is  simply  to  provide  against  the  employment  of  incompetent  or 
imwortliy  teachers.  When  the  teacher  applies  for  his  pay,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  superintendent  to  require  him  to  show  his  license ;  and  if 
he  have  none,  the  superintendent  may  refuse  to  pay  him,  or  may  in- 
sist upon  his  being  examined  before  so  doing.  It  is  not  strictly  the 
business  of  the  town  superintendent  to  inquire  whether  a  teacher  is 
licensed  or  not,  until  such  teacher  shall  apply  for  pay ;  but  it  would 
then  be  gross  violation  of  duty  to  license  him  simply  that  he  may  be 
entitled  to  receive  it. 

XIV. — SCHOOL   REGISTERS. 

1.  Every  teacher  of  a  public  school  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a 
register  of  his  pupils,  and  the  neglect  of  this  duty  may  be  punished 
by  depriving  him  of  his  license. 
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2.  The  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  trustees  or  of  the  town  superin- 
tendent to  furnish  a  teacher  with  the  materials  for  keeping'  a  school 
register,  is  no  excuse  for  non-compliance  on  his  part  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law. 

3.  The  interest  of  the  school  fund  may  be  witldield  from  townships 
which  neglect,  or  refuse,  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  State  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Schools. 

The  law  distinctly  provides  that  every  teaclier  employed  to  teach  a 
public  school  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  the  children  attending  the 
school,  their  names,  and  ages,  the  names  of  their  parents  and  guar- 
dians, the  date  when  each  cliild  entered  and  left  the  school,  their 
daily  attendance,  and  the  branches  taught. 


( 


FORMS. 


TOWN    SUPERINTENDENT, 

{Section  6). 

NOTICES. 

District  Meetings  Jor  the  appointment  of  Trustees : 

Notice  is  licreby  given,  that  that  part  of  the  township  of 

county  of ,  N.  J.,  included  within  the  following  bounds  [here 

describe  the  bounds  of  the  district),  has  been  set  off  as  a  school  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  [here  specify  or  name  the  number  of  the  district) 
and  the  taxable  inhabitants  thereof  are  hereby  notihed,  that  a  district 

'meeting  will  be  held  at  the  school  house  in  said  district,  on  the 

day  of next  {or  instant,  as  the  case  may  be),  at M.,  for 

the  purpose  of  electing  three  persons,  who  shall  constitute  the  trustees 
for  said  district. 

A.  B.,  Town  Superintendent 

of township. 

Notice  of  .Annual  Meeting  for  the  Election  of  Trustees  : 

Sec.  6.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  trustees  in  school 
district  {here  designate  the  district  by  name  or  number),  will  be  held 

on  the day  of {next,   or  instant),    at o'clock, 

M.,  at  the  school  house  in  said  district, 

A.  B.,  Town  Superintendent 

of township, 

{Section  10.) 

FORM    OP    BOND. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A.  B.,  C.  I).,  and  E.  F.,. 

of  the  township  of ,  in  the  county  of ■ ,  and  State  of  New 

Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  {using  the  corporate  name  of 
the  township)  in  the  sum  o^  {double  the  amount  ccming  into  his  hands) 

to  be  paid  to  the  said ,  their  certain  attorney  or  assigns:  to 

■which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed 

with  our  seals,  and  dated  this day  of  ,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and . 


^ 
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Whereas,  the  above  bounden  A.  B.,  was  duly  elected  Town  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Schools  for  the  township  of ,  aforesaid,  at 

the  election  held  in  said  township  on  the  last,  (or  instant,  as 

the  case  may  be),  now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  the  foregoing  obli- 
gation is  such,  that  if  the  said  A.  B.  shall  well,  truly,  faithfully,  and 
impartially,  do,  execute,  and  perform,  all  the  duties  required  by  law 
of  him  as  such  Town  Superintendent,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void, 
otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect. 

Sealed  and  delivered  / 
in  presence  of         i 


A.  B. 

C.  D. 
E.  F. 

[L.    S.] 

[L.    S.  1 
[L.    S.] 

Section  10.) 

Form  of  apportionment  of  the  school  money  received  from  the  State, 
and  raised  by  tax,  for  the  support  of  schools  among  the  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  township. 

To  the  trustees  of  the  several  school  districts  of  the  township  o^ 
,  in  the  county  of ,  New  Jersey. 


Amount  of  money  received  from  the  State $200 

Raised  by  tax 500 

Interest  on  the  surplus  revenue  appropriated  by  the  township  to 
school  purposes 100 

$800 

"Which  amount  is  apportioned  among  the  several  school  districts  of 
the  townships  as  follows : 


DISTRICTS. 

No.  of  Children 
bet.  .'iand  18y*rs. 

a 

s 

§ 
1 

< 

District  No.  J ,  (or  by  uanie.  as  the  case  may  be) 

200 

150 

100 

50 

$320 

«       ((    I) 

240 

"        "    3 

160 

"     4 

80 

500 

f800 

April 


186- 


A.  B.,  Town  Superintendent 
;.  of Township. 
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TRUSTEES. 

(^Section  9.) 

Order  for  payment  of  money. 

To  A.  B.,   Town   ?upennten<lcnt  of  the  township  of ,  county 

of ,  New  Jersey : 

Pay  to ,  or  order, -dollars,  [for  one  quarterns  salary  as 

teacher). 

A.  B.,  )     Trustees  of 
C.  D.,  }  District 

E.  F.,  \  J\^.— 


(Section  9.) 

Report  to  the  Toivn  Superintendent. 

To  A.  B.,  Town  Superintendent  of  the  township  of 


of 


-,  New  Jersey : 


-,  county 


Report  of  the  trustees  of  district  [here  designate  the  district  by  name 
or  number)  in  said  township,  of  the  names  of  the  children  in  said  dis- 
trict capable  of  attending-  school,  l)etween  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen, 
with  the  names  of  their  parents  and  guardians: 


;^■^amt'S  of  Children. 

Aces. 

Karnes  of  Parents  or  Guardians. 

A. 

C. 
E. 


D..  /  Trustees. 
Y..S 


FORM    OF    CERTIFICATE    OF    INCORPORATION. 


To  the  Clerk  of  the  County  of : 

We,  the  sul)scribers,  trustees  of  the  school  district  hereinafter  de- 
scribed, situate  in  the  township  of ,  county  of .  New  Jer- 
sey, desiiing  to  become  incorporated,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  ninth  sec- 
tion of  "  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  puldic 
schools,'  "  approved  March  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  have  adopted  the  name  of  (here  insert  name),  and  do  hereby, 
together  with  the  town  superintendent  of  public  schools  of  the  said 
township  of ,  certify  to  you  the  name  aforesaid  as  our  coipo- 
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rate  name;  and  we  do  certify  that  the  boiindariep  of  said  school  dis- 
trict are  the  following,  viz. :  {here  describe  Jully  and  minutely  the 
boundaries). 

Witness  our  hands  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty . 

A.   B.,  ) 

C.  D..  \  Trustees. 

E.   F.,  ) 

G.  IL,  Town  Superintendent. 

The  taxable  inhabitants  of  school  district  {here  insert  name),  in  the 
township  of ,  bounded  as  follows  :  {insert  boundaries),  are  here- 
by notified  by  the  subscriliers,  trustees  of  said  incorporated  district, 

to  meet  at ,  in  said  district,  on  the day  of next, 

at  the  hour  of ,  — .  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether 

the  trustees  of  said  district  shall  be  empowered  to  purchase  land,  to 
build  a  school  house  thereon,  {add  any  other  object),  and  to  raise  ad- 
ditional moneys  for  such  purposes,  and  for  maintaining  free  schools 
in  said  district,  by  taxation,  as  shall  be  agreed  to  by  two-thirds  of 
those  present  at  said  meeting,  in  conformity  with  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion of  the  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  ''  An  act  to  establish  public 
schools." 

Witness  our  hands,  this day  of . 

C    n  '  [  ii/'ustces. 

N.  B. — A  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  should  be  en- 
tered in  a  book  belonging  to  the  district,  and  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings, signed  by  the  chairman  and  the  secretary,  delivered  to  the  trus- 
tees, and  by  them  filed  and  recorded  in  their  book  ot  minutes. 

CERTIFICATE  TO  BE  DELIVERED  BY  THE  TRUSTEES  TO  THE  ASSESSOR. 

To  A.  B.,  assessor  of  taxes  in  the  township  of ,  in  the  county 

of ,  New  Jersey  : 

The  subscribers,  trustees  of  a  school  district  in  said  township,  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of ,  which  district  is  bounded  as  fol. 

lows:  {insert  boundaries),  do  certify,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  taxable 

inhabitants  of  said  district,  held  at ,  on  the day  of , 

pursuant  to  notice  signed  by  us,  setting  forth  the  time,  place,  and 
purposes  of  such  meeting,  and  set  up  in  at  least  three  pul)lic  places 
in  said  district,  ten  day^  before  the  day  of  meeting,  it  was  agreed, 
by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  so  assembled,  to 

raise  by  taxation  the  sum  of dollars,  for  school  purposes,  in 

addition  to  the  money  apportioned  to  said  district,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  eleventh  section  of  a  supplement  to  the  act  entitled 
"'An  act  to  establish  public  schools;"  and  this  certificate  is  made  to 
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the  end,  that  jou  may  assess  the  said  sum  on  the  estate  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  on  all  lands  liable  to  be  taxed  therein,  as  provided  for  by 
the  section  aforesaid. 

Witness  our  hands  this day  of ,  A.  D.  186 — . 

Trustees, 


State  of  New  Jersey, 

County  of ,  st 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  said  county,  A.  B.,  C.  D.,  and  E.  F.,  trustees  of  tlie 
school  district  above  mentioned,  and,  being  duly  svrorn,on  their  oath 
say,  tiiat  the  above  certificate  by  them  signed,  is  correct  and  true. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this day  of ,  before  me. 


FORM    OF  LICENSE   TO   TEACHER. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  : 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  A.  B.  in  [here  specify  the 
branches)  and  finding  him  (or  Aer)  both  as  regards  his  (or  her)  scholar- 
ship and  moral  character,  a  suitable  person,  we  do  hereby  license 

him  (or  her)  as  a  teacher  of  public  schools  in  the  township  of , 

in  the  county  of ,  New  Jersey.     This  license  to  continue  in 

force  for  one  year. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
day  of ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty . 


,  [L.  s.] 

,  [L.  S.] 

Board  of  Examiners  and  Visitors  in  and  for  the  county  oj JV.  /. 

[L.  S.] 


Town  Superintendent  of township. 

When  the  license  is  granted  by  the  Town  Superintendent  and  Dis- 
trict Trustees,  it  should  be  of  the  following  form : 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern  : 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  A.  B.  in  (here  insert  the 
branches)  and  finding  him  [or  her)  both  as  regards  his  [or  her)  scholar- 
ship and  moral  character,  a  suitable  person,  do  hereby  license  him 
(or  her)  as  a  teacher  of  the  public  school  in  district  No.  — ,  (^or  by 

name)  in  the  township  of  ,  county  of  ,  New  Jersey^ 

This  license  to  continue  in  force  one  year. 
27 
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In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
day  of ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty         — . 

/ ,    [L.S.]. 

Town  Sii'perintendent  0/ township. 

[L.    S.] 
[L.    S.] 
[L.    S.] 
Trustees  oj  Schol  Disfrici  JYo.  — ,  (or  by  vmne,  as  the  case  may  be)  oj 

tow7iship. 

FORM  OF  APIM>ICAT!()N  FOIt  HOLDLVO  A  TEACHERS'  INSTITUTE. 

To  C.  M.  Harrison,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of  JVew 
Jersey  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  teachers  of  common  schools  in  the  county  of 

,  (or  counties  of , ,  if  two  or  more  counties  unite) 

desirous  of  assemoling  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  "  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute," in  conformity  with  the   provisions  of  the   act   "  establishing 

Teachers' Institute,"  request  that  you  will  appoint ,  the 

day  of ,  at ,  in  said  county,  the  time  and  place  for  hold- 
ing the  said  institute. 

The  institute,  when  organized,   will  be    under   the   direction  of 

,  whom  the  members  of  the  institute  have  selected  for 

that  purpose. 


Names  of  Teachers. 


Residence. 


This  application  must  be  signed  by  at  least  forty  teachers. 

As  the  institute  is  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers  of  the  county, 
it  is  expected  that  they  will  generally  be  present  during  the  session. 

The  institute  shall  report  annually,  to  the  State  Superintendent,  an 
abstract  of  its  proceedings,  together  with  the  names  of  its  officers  and 
the  names  and  residence  of  the  teachers  attending  it. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  PRESCRIBED  BY  THE  STATE  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  IN  FURNISHING  "  WEBSTER's  UNABRIDGED  DIC- 
TIONARY," TO  THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS  OP  THE  STATE. 

Schools  desiring  to  have  a  copy  of  said  book,  must  signify  the 
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eimo  throngh  tho  trustees  thereof,  which  notice  must  be  of  the  fol- 
lowing form  : 

To  C.  M.  Harrison,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools : 
We,  the  subscribers,  Trustees  of  School  District  No.  — ,  of  the 

township  of ,  county  of ,  New  Jersey,  hereby  signify  to 

you  our  desire  to  have  a  copy  of  "  Webster's  Unabridged  Diction- 
ary," for  the  use  of  the  school  in  this  district,  said  dictionary  to  be 
tho  property  of  the  school,  and  at  all  times,  when  the  school  is  in  ses- 
sion, accessible  to  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

A.   B.,  ) 

C.  D,,  >  Trustees. 
[Hero  insert  the  date.]  E.  P.,  ) 

or,  N.  O., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

On  the  reception  of  the  application  at  the  office  of  the  State  Super- 
intendent, if  in  person,  a  copy  of  the  book  will  be  delivered;  if  re- 
ceived through  the  mail,  a  certificate  will  be  transmitted  by  the  State 
Superintendent  to  the  trustees,  or  board  of  education,  (as  the  case  may 
be)  authorizing  them,  on  its  presentation  at  the  treasurer's  office,  in 
the  city  of  Trenton,  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  dictionary. 

LIPPINCOTT'S    PRONOUNCIiSrG   GAZETTEER. 

The  same  rules,  regulations,  and  mode  of  proceeding,  have  beea 
adopted  in  furnishing  "  Lippincott's  Pronouncing  Gazeiteer,"  to  ths 
common  schools  of  the  State,  as  in  the  case  of  the  dictionary. 
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CotrSTLES  AND  ToWTiSUlPS. 

s§>.| 

$G:iO  00 

1,400  00 
150  00 
946  00 

1,S4S  00 

Amonnt  re- 
ceived from 

State. 

11 

Additional 
raised  for 
building  and 
repairing 
school  houses. 

III 

Total  amonnt 
appropriated 
to  school  pur- 
poses. 

ATLANTIC  COUNTY. 

POI'CLATION,  11,786. 

Atltntic  Citv      

$500  09 

$1,139  00 
1  400  00 

E'^o'  Harbor  City 

$  98  26 
308  0( 
220  28 

800  00 

1,048  26 

$500  00 

1,754  00 

$500  00 

2,008  28 

1,605  «t 
1,13T  00 

170  00 
123  78 

30  00 

1,805  00 
1,260  78 

•       BURLINGTON. 

POi'cn.ATios,  4D,Si5S. 

$7,225  00 

$D50  32 

$1,300  00'      $530  00 

$500  00 

$10,505  32 

600  00 
5,500  00 
3,000  00 

250  00 
1,300  00 

700  00 
1,330  00 

342  27 
621  42 
357  42 
92  94 
507  66 
663  07 
212  30 
083  47 
214  43 
247  74 

942  27 

$1,0I'0  00 

7,121  42 

•     413  82 
31  34 
80  00 

3,771  24 

374  28 

Cinnamiuson 

2,000  00 

300  00 

4.587  fifi 

1,100  00       2.'3fi3  OT 

Chesterfield       ... 

229  72 

1,772  08 
083  47 
885  49 

2.114  oa 

Little  Efftr  Harbor 

400  00 
1,418  00 

71  06 
198  95 

200  00 

250  00 

Man.-field 

Medford .     . 

183  20 
1,200  00 
2,500  00 
1,000  l»0 

410  90 
1,000  00 
1,.M8  00 

443  94 
649  11 
505  62 
173  37 
183  38 
490  77 
622  95 

027  14 
1,849  11 
3,005  63 

172  75 

64  71 

132  10 

l,.34a  12 

45  00 

285  00 

093  09 

1,907  8T 

Southainptou 

2,210  95 

Washington 

103  00 
320  90 
106  11 

630  06 

300  00 

600  95 
95  00 

1,220  90 

WlUiugboro 

250  00 

451  11 

BERGEN 

$■23,229  20 

$7,501  99 

$1,374  45 

$3,450  00 

$?,075  00 

$38,290  64 

POI'ULATION,    21,010. 

Franklin 

293  23 
695  99 
190  39 

1,200  00 
280  CO 

2,240  00 

S  733  23 

Hackiusack 



5,279  64 
1,183  00 

611  69 

6  777  23 

700  00 
1,700  00 

2  075  39 

Hal  oien 

321  54 
226  94 
456  57 
125  92 

2,021  54 

1,470  94 

4,906  5T 

775  92 

Lodi 

1,244  00 

3,050  00 

150  00 

437  67 

' 

New  Barbadoes 

300  00 

500  00 

Saddle  River 

5;)0  00 

llnioii 

437  CT 

Washjij;  to  J 

107  53 

1 

1,700  00 

1,867  53 

$11,940  31 

$?,388  11 

$1,111  60    $1,783  00 

$0,840  00 

$24,066  02 

Poi-ui.ATios,  34,159. 
Camden 

22,263  48 
7SG  84 
319  20 

2,000  00 
000  00 

3,593  OtV 

2,083  00 
153  34 
14S  84 
12<l  00 
178  OS 

998  55      9,920  00 

35,265  03 
940  IS 

Centre 

175  75 

643  79 

2,l-'0  00 

Monroe 

150  00 

9"''S  68 

Newtou 

3  593  00 

Stockton 

188  62 
062  84 
147  97 
289  27 
398  40 
107  60 

778  00 

966  52 

2,538  0{t 

5il0  00 

500  00 

1,212  00 

1,763  00 

3,200  84 

1,119  22 

84>  13 

Washino"tou 

71  25 
50  85 

490  00 

300  00 

100  00 

2,130  40 
2,050  00 

Uaddon 

113  40 

C  \^PE  MAY 

$.^0,081  52 

$4,478  48 

$2,193  89  $10,280  00 

$710  00 ' 

$>3,743  78 

Poi'ui-ATio}),  9,132. 
Cape  Island 

500  00 

500  00 

6  4  50 

1,402  00 

1,383  00 

82  27 

47  00 
150  00 
108  15 

178  40 

250  00 

ST"!  2T 

Dennis 

0.'0  00 

Lower 

273  31 
263  5- 
169  4- 

1,077  95 

Middle 

; 

1,903  93 
1,002  37 

Upper 

109  97 

1 

1 

$4,539  60 

$790  5C 

$593  B'- 

$260  00 1 

$6,173  33 
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CouNTUG  ANii  TowNanipfl. 

Amount  of 
money   raised 
b}'  tax  for  sup- 
port of  schools 

Amount  re- 
ceived from 
State. 

Amount  from 
other  sources. 

Additional 
rained  for 
building  and 
repairint; 
scnool  houses. 

Amount  re- 
ceived from 
tuition  fees. 

Total  amount 
appropriated 
to  school  pur- 
poses. 

CUMBERLAMD. 

Population,  ti-2,G0(>. 

4,600  00 

1,400  00 

600  00 

1,000  no 

1,000  00 

514  05 
137  75 
155  37 
401  30 
271  21 
125  00 
500  00 
251  25 
S85  00 
400  00 
150  00 

1,037  29 
11  75 
127  50 
226  74 
191  64 

6,151  34 

1,.549  50 

88i  87 

],6'.8  10 

Fairfield      

1,462  83 

600  00 

625  00 

500  00 
1,8.50  00 

2,100  on 

3,700  00 
500  00 

223  00 

1,223  00 

3,900  00 

6,001  00 

300  00 

?,C85  00 

Miliville    

4,100  00 

650  00 

■ 

$800  00 

ESSEX. 

P0PC7.AT10N,    r8,01C, 

Belleville      .          

$17,250  00 

$3,196  99 

$1,817  92 

.$3,900  00 

$26,904  91 

$2,031  00 
3,'.;00  00 
1,300  00 
2,670  00 
237  00 
600  00 
1,800  00 
7.5,000  00 

3,  .500  on 

1,308  00 
1,200  00 

275  00 
046  75 
322  97 
534  80 

-     3,206  00 

1,510  00 

6,056  75 

Caldwell 

1,275  70 

1,247  00 

4,145  67 

3,210  81) 

178  00 
164  00 
289  00 
8, 145  46 
722  17 
371  85 
137  82 

1,500  00 
30  00 

160  00 
?iOO  00 

2,075  00 

1,094  00 

9,<;80  00 

290  00 

1 

83,435  46 

4,2-  2  17 

1,079  85 

1,035  00 

121  00 

2,493  83 

Popin^ATiON,   13,4S3. 

$94,462  on 

$11,787  82 

$290  00 

$.5,350  70 

.$4,8-8  00 

$113,7l«  63 

1,3.50  00 

3,200  00 

1,000  00 

800  00 

1,275  00 

500  00 

800  00 

470  00 
423  23 
300  50 
280  67 
562  87 
134  06 
622  10 

150  00 

2.50  00 

300  00 

200  00 

1,000  00 

2,220  00 

329  00 

37  14 

120  27 

4,252  23 

FrnnKlin 

1,537  64 

2,206  94 

200  00 

2,037  87 

147  47 

1,800  00 

2,581  53 

1,422  10 

HITDSOM. 

POItTLATION,.  05,923. 

$8,925  00 

$2,793  43 

$039  88 

$350  00 

$3,550  00 

$16,268  31 

10,200  00 
2,000  00 
1,100  00 
1,000  00 

1,000  00 

19,00(»  00 
22,000  00 
l,5flO  00 
],.500  00 
1,800  00 
400  00 
3,0(10  00 

706  14 

275  00 
156  55 
178  47 
200  00 
1,002  (U 
1,000  38 
140  81 
136  00 
205  34 

3,226  72 

14,192  86 

900  00 

3,175  00 

500  00 

1,7.56  55 

92  00 

260  00 

1.520  47 

1,200  00 

1 

13,092  64 

] 

23,900  38 

1 

1,649  81 

1,636  00 

1 

2,005  34 

700  00 

1,100  00 

170  01 

103  19 

3,. 333  80 

HLTsTERDON. 
Population,  33,604. 

$57,500  00 

$5,230  94 

$1,155  19 

.$4,420  72 

$250  00 

$08,562  85 

2,032  00 

1,150  00 

212  00 

1,000  00 

500  00 
208  60 
91  88 
316  27 
220  50 
178  44 
220  78 
3'6  .52 
383  74 
303  30 
334  00 
370  30 
1-9  00 
111  25 

300  00 

3,432  00 

1,075  00 

574  90 
1,000  00 

3,034  53 

1,.803  J-8 

40  00 

1,.356  27 

204  00 

424  59 

130  00 

314  44 

' 

1,422  20 

1,642  98 

2,2.50  00 
2,04S  00 

COO  CO 
30  00 

3,176  52 

734  00 

3,105  74 

280  00 
500  00 

643  36 

1,702  00 
1,000  00 

2,596  00 

253  £8 

1,030  28 

129  00 

Weat  Amwell 

292  00 

403  26 

$12,352  CO 

$3,770  82 

$1,027  28 

$1,745  00, 

$3,777  10 

$1:3, 2T2  SO 
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CorNTlKa   AND  TOWNSUIPG. 

Amount  of 
money  raised 
by  tax  for  sup- 
port of  schools 

Amount  re- 
ceived from 
State. 

Amount  from 
other  sources. 

mi."         3 

.|f|?;2 

C  C;.2 

<  S3 

Total  amount 
appropriated 
to  schcol  pur- 
poses. 

MERGER. 

Porui.ATiON',   37,418. 

Ea-'t  Windsor 

1,610  06 

l,4(tl  00 
4, 110  00 
1,S.^>4  00 
1,0.  6  00 
3,5t)0  00 
16,500  00 
3,')6.)  00 
600  00 

223  84 
188  12 
5,54  08 
48  j  10 
21 S  24 
412  W> 
1,^.00  00 
172  12 
206  00 

1  833  84 

Ewing 

250  00 
150  00 
237  00 
216  10 

268  47 

1.50  00 

1,989  12 
4,824  OS 
2,  .577  10 
1  .530  34 

Hamilton 

llopewi  11 

Liiwreuce 

Princeton , 

4,181  13 
lS,4'iO  00 
4  '  82  12 

Trenton 

Washin^'ton 

116  00 

125  00 

West  Windsor 

MIDDLESEX. 

Poi'OLATlON,   35,;j66. 

East  Brunbvvicli 

$.54,640  00 

?,4«1  00 
2,0u0  00 
!;,1:5  00 

921  00 
2,000  00 

SM  00 
1,.500  00 
2,.'>,)0  00 
2,811  56 

$24,208  56 

600  00 
2,700  00 
1,107  00 
1,600  00 
1,400  00 

600  00 
4,14:5  00 
1,3j6  00 
4,8-56  00 
1,500  00 
4,2.51  00 
l,8i)0  00 
1,.500  00 
2,000  00 

$4,:i71  16 
810  85 

4;;;;  57 

1,201  40 
122  11 
338  00 
266  02 
62!)  20 
556  34 
42;)  17 

$1,237  57 

$125  00 
945  00 

$loO  00 

150  00 
350  00 

$40,523  73 
3  8.83  85 

Monroe 

50  00 

<>  (543  g[ 

Kew  Brunswick 

Ici  306  40 

North  Brun.swick 

20  00 
97  00 
33  00 

1  063  H 

Piscaltiway 

Pen  h  Amboy 

200  00 

150  00 

2,785  OO 
1  009  02 

South  Amboy 

•      500  00 

2,000  00 

4,629  20 
3,0i)6  34 
4,00:)  73 

South  Brunswick 

369  00 

400  00 

MONMOUTH. 

POI'ITLATION,  39,368. 

$4,286  66 

24.3  60 
405  12 
17!)  16 
361  32 
332  75 
4:J6  00 
524  36 
:!0;)  96 
667  66 
641  32 
606  32 
351  40 
424  76 
35;)  63 

$578  00 

$i,645  00 

$3,050  00 

$3.3,768  22 
843  60 

Freehold ? 

311  68 

250  00 

3  666  SO 

1  376  1ft 

Manalapan 

1  061  32 

Marlboro 

1,400  00 

300  00 

3,4;52  75 
1  036  00 

Mitav.m 

Middletown 

15  00 
50  00 

4,(»i  36 
1,755  96 
5,737  66 
2,  .541  32 
4  857  32 

Millstone 

Ocean 

254  00 

Karitan 

400  00 

Shrewsbury 

Upper  Freehold 

Ois  78 

''  770  18 

Wall 

360  00 
300  00 

2  284  T6 

UowoU 

172  50 

2,83-2  13 

MORKIS. 

Poi'ui.ATiON,  34, '500. 

Chatham 

$29,553  00 

2,682  00 

S')0  00 

1,000  00 

iiS4  00 

500  00 

3,000  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

2,632  00 

1,000  00 

1,200  00 

$5,843  36 

044  07 

36!)  33 

$2,902  96 

$254  00 

$1,275  00 
325  00 

$39,828  32 

3,651  (fl 
1  169  S3 

758  42 

lilS  14 

80  80 

1,501  58 
90  95 

3  ''60  00 

Jefferson 

>Ieudham • 

""sn'oti 

1,273  (O 
1,451  80 
3  ->0U  OO 

IM.irris 

200  00 
500  00 

Pdqnannock  

Randolph 

058  00 
606  87 
4  '7  04 
367  12 
035  42 

3*1.58  00 

2  606  87 

Rockaway 

175  00 
107  94 
284  17 

3  ;?04  04 

Roxbu  rv 

1  565  06 

Washington 

1  819  53 

OCEAN. 

Population,  11,200. 

$17,7JS  00 

600  00 
300  00 
8,)0  00 
600  00 
£00  00 
300  00 
561  00 

$4,515  21 

220  06 
4\3  00 
223  76 
3:!3  17 
188  01 
184  21 

$2,249  04 
93  70 

$700  00 

.$1,196  00 

$26,458  85 
"13  76 

Dover 

7' 13  00 

Jackson 

75  90 

1,099  66 
9,33  11 

Plnmstead 

Stafford 

83  85 

476  86 

Union 

92  57 



576  ^8 

MaxicheBter 

561  00 

$3,301  00 

$1,642  27 

$367  02 

$5,360  23 
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C0tniTnC6  ATSD   TOWNOIIIPG. 

Amount  of 
money   raif^ed 
hy  tax  for  i-up- 
pbrt  of  schools 

Amount  re- 
ceived from 
State. 

• 

Amount  from 
other  sources. 

Additional 
rai.^ed   for 
building  and 
repairinsr 
!»chool  houses. 

Amount  re- 
ceived from 
tuition  fees. 

Total  amount 
appropriated 
to  school  pur- 
poees. 

PASSAIC. 

$1,700  00 
500  00 

20,050  00 

1,000  00 

UOO  00 

800  00 

$305  00 
132  13 

$■^,005  00 

$45  00 

$.M)0  00 

1,177  1.S 
20,950  00 

359  84 

93  00 

467  00 

•       624  94 

l,rS4  78 

300  00 

993  Oft 

West  Milford      

800  00 

2,067  CO 

$■5,550  CO 

$1,350  07 

$345  00 

$1,924  94  *?9.17fi  91 

' 

SALEM. 

PoruT.ATJON,  2'2,4S4. 

300  00 
000  (lit 
500  00 
100  00 

102  13 
110  55 
435  40 
352  00 
379  62 
109  85 

162  13 

$87  69 
943  25 
227  39 
401  SO 

798  26 

1,878  05 

679  3!) 

31  50 
85  00 

812  92 

800  00 

2,.'>00  00 

2,000  00 

1  000  00 

'800  00 

094  85 

?,.50O  CO 

375  35 
804  58 
457  94 

311  C8 

85  00 

2,777  43 

1,804  58 

$50  00 

1,200  00 

2,507  94 

$8,  GOO  CO 

$3,187  42 

$1,971  21 

$.'>0  00 

$1,401  50 

$15,216  13 

SOlilERSET. 

PorxTi.ATiON,  23,855. 

500  00 

500  00 
800  00 

r,ooo  00 

3,210  00 

2,3  4  00 

800  00 

800  00 

235  53 
534  01 
269  18 

534  35 
419  97 
550  30 
317  71 
317  07 

735  53 

150  OO 
50  00 

1,.566'66 
1,000  00 

"4,666  "66 

1,000  00 
250  00 

1,184  01 

2,619  18 

534  CO 

5,008  '.  5 

JTranklin 

""ooo '66 

3,635  97 

7,8-44  36 

93  00 
152  82 

2,810  71 

1,519  85 

$1,201  00 

$3,188  17 

$1,100  00 

$780  42 

$8,350  00 

$26,418  60 

SUSSEX. 

POXTJLATIOS,    23,855. 

C50  00 
8"4  00 
511  r-.O 

1,000  00 
250  00 
5(10  00 

1,570  00 

277  00 
356  97 
115  74 
352  12 
202  00 
197  34 
4.^>8  09 
241  40 
408  32 
2:. 8  21 
402  70 
260  00 
4':9  79 
257  06 
275  12 

100  CO 
1,000  00 

285  00 
2,500  00 

1.312  11 

""i22'56 

4,7!>0  ■  7 

749  83 

1,352  12 

50  CO 

502  CO 

C8  02 

795  !  6 

21  75 

3,000  00 

5,049  84 

241  40 

1,200  00 
330  50 

400  00 

5,134  30 

102  51 

737  22 

462  70 

180  05 

1,500  00 

514  50 

440  05 

'Wiuntajre 

],OoO  00 
1,000  00 

2,500  00 
175  CO 

5,429  TO 

1,946  56 

275  12 

$\172  55 

$4,531  97 

$383  72 

$3,171  75 

$8,920  00 

$26,179  99 

UNION. 
Portn.ATio^,  27,780. 
dark 

300  00 

14,.-i00  00 

800  00 

80(»  00 

2,000  00 
400  00 
000  00 
800  00 

7,500  00 

32  82 
l,4(i7  91 
173  04 
175  08 
441  08 
115  17 
240  29 
236  55 
623  28 

50  CO 

442  82 

ELzsbeth     

15,91.7  91 

560  00 

1C3  00 

1,636  (i 

StiO  00 

1,275  (8 

Pla  nfic'ld 

1,040  00 
350  00 



4,481  (8 
1.315  IT 

4.50  CO 

920  00       1,760  29 

Wes'  field 

100  00 

C80  00       1.8J6  55 

l;,123  18 

$:£,7G0  00 

$3,444  82 

$5i0  00 

$1,643  00 

$2,350  00 

$16, 757  C2 
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Cooicrns  and  TowNsniPs. 

Amonut  of 
money  raised 
by  tax  for  sup- 
port of  schools 

6B 

u  o 

o  £  « 

-«  o 
a  3D 

Additious 
raised  for 
building  and 
repairinsr 
school  houses. 

Amount  re- 
ceived from 
tuition  lees. 

Total  amount 
appropriated 
to  school  pur- 
poses. 

WAIIKEN. 

PopwLATio.v,  28,433. 

TJeJ-ridere 

$1,590  00 

$185  00 
203  OS 
181  81 
150  00 

288  98 

$1,775  08 
203  31 

Pranklin 

1,162  50 

$250  00 

1,594  00 

.!Prelin"hay3Kn 

1.50  4a 

2,4Si  00 
900  00 

125  45 

2,8')8  OO 

Hackettstown 

175  00 

8:i  00 

192  00 
399  26 
230  80 
197  67 
120  93 

$200  00 

1,275  CO 

Hard  wick 

300  00 

389  36 

Harmony 

1,.WT  00 

$2  36 

1,751  26 

nop- 

899  80 

Independence 

1,208  00 
1,006  00 
l,0a2  00 
1,278  00 
1,568  00 
50  00 
S,OOG  00 
2,787  00 

1,.534  CT 
1,490  P3 
1,152  02 

luiowlton 



293  00 

X.opatcong 

Hansfield 

£50  02 
274  63 
49  95 
350  22 
378  00 

797  00 
.     400  00 

2,325  03 

Oxford 

60  00 

2,292  65 

Pahaquirry 



99  12 

PtuUJpsburg 

8,3.50  20 

6,000  00 

600  00 

9,605  (0 

$19,718  .50 

$S,6-22  35 

$^  30 

$f>.2.'iO  m 

$2,606  45 

$32, 2,58  ee 
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CJOONTIBB. 

Amount  of 
money   raised 
by  tax  for  sup- 
port of  schoola 

_  ..  _ 

Amonnt  re- 
ceived fi-om 
State. 

Amonnt  from 
other  sources. 

Additional 
raised  for 
bniMing  and 
repairing 
school  houses. 

0  « 

<S5 

■2  So* 

Atlantic 

$7,225  00 
23,229  20 
1],P46  31 
.30,081  62 

4,539  .50 
17.250  00 
94.452  00 

8,925  00 
57,.5flO  00 
12,.%2  00 
34.640  00 
24;20S  56 
29.553  00 
17,798  00 

3.301  00 

$:i.50  32 
7,561  99 
2,  .388  11 
4,478  46 
790  50 
3,190  99 
11,787  82 
2,793  43 
5,230  94 
3,770  82 
4,371  16 
4,286  66 
6,843  36 
4,.515  21 
1,642  21 
l,.'i.50  97 
3,187  42 
3,178  18 
4.  .531  97 
.3;  444  82 
3,622  35 

$1,300  00 
1,3-4  45 
1,111  CO 
2,193  80 

693  52 
1,817  92 

290  00 

639  88 
1,1.55  19 
1,627  98 
1.237  57 

578  00 
2,902  96 
2,249  64 

357  02 

$530  00 

3,450  00 

1,780  00 

10,280  00 

$.500  00 

2,675  00 

C,840  00 

710  00 

250  00 

800  00 

1,8:^8  00 

3,  .550  00 

250  Ofi 

3,777  10 

1.50  00 

3,050  00 

1,275  00 

1,196  00 

$10,.505  .^3 
SP.'Slfl  04 
24,066  oa 
53,743  78 
0,173  52 
26  964  91 

Burlington 

Bergen 

Camden 

Cape  May 

3,900  00 
£,.350  70 

3.50  00 
4,420  72 
1,745  00 

125  00 
1,646  00 

2.54  00 

700  00 

Efsex 

113,708  52 
16  '^58  31 

Oloucester 

Hudson 

C8.562  85 
23,272  90 
40,  .523  73 
33  76S  22 

Hunterdon 

Middlesex 

Monmouth 

39,828  .32 

Morris 

20,4.58  es 
5,360  £3 
29,176  91 
1.5,216  13 
25  418  CO 

Ocean 

r'aosaic 2.51550  00 

345  00 
50  00 
1,100  00 
.3,171  75 
1,643  00 
6,250  00 

1.924  U 
1,401  50 
8,350  00 
8,920  00 
2,  .',.50  00 
2,665  45 

Salem .'. . . 

8.606  00 

1,971  21 
780  42 
383  72 
560  00 
662  30 

Somerset 

1,201  00 
9,172  .55 
28,760  00 
19,718  50 

Sussex 

26,179  99 

TTnion 

30  75T  62 

Warren 

32,258  66 

$486,878  14 

$32,929  69 

$24,127  24 

$47,09<i  17 

$.5",  462  99 

$603,49i» 

TABULAR    STATEMENTS 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORTS  OF  TOWN  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ATLANTIC  COUNTY. 

GAIJ.OWAV. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements- of  the  law,  I  respectfully  sub- 
mit to  you  the  following-:  The  schools  in  Galloway  township  are  im- 
proving'; they  have  eonnnenced  school  in  ten  districts  for  the  winter 
term,  and  have  good  attendance.  We  have  a  very  good  class  of 
teachers,  male  and  female;  no  one  is  allowed  to  teach  in  Galloway 
township  unh;ss  they  have  a  license  and  keep  registers;  we  have  a 
good  selection  of  examiners  for  the  county  for  the  present  year.  Wc 
have  eight  convenient  school  houses,  v/ith  seats,  desks  and  ventilators, 
to  keep  the  pupils  comfortable. 

In  lilting  up  the  answers  of  scries  No.  1,  it  was  with  much  difficulty, 
on  account  of  the  ex-superintendent  not  demanding  registers  from  the 
teachers. 

Scries  No.  2  is  correct  in  all  the  answers,  if  thei'c  are  no  mistakes 
on  my  part.  We  raised  by  taxation,  for  1865,  nine  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollars,  received  from  the  State  three  hundred  and  eight  dol- 
lais  and  sixty-two  cents,  and  a  balance  on  hand,  March  12th,  1865, 
of  one  thousand  and  one  dollars  and  nineteen  cents — making  a  total 
of  $2,256  81. 

GIDEON  CONOVER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BURLINGTON  COUNTY. 

CINNAMIXSON. 


Inclosed  yon  will  find  my  rcj^ortof  the  schools  in  Cinnamineon.  In 
accordance  with  the  lequirrments  of  the  School  law,  I  will  say  a  few 
words  in  rclcrcuce  to  the  schools  in  Cinnaminson  township. 
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In  discharging  my  duties  as  Superintendent  I  have  endeavored  to 
do  my  duty,  and  in  doing  so  I  have  met  with  some  opposition.  Thero 
is  not  that  interest  taken  in  our  public  schools  as  there  should  be ; 
they  are  not  visited  as  often  as  they  should  be  by  the  trustees  and  em- 
ployers. We  elect  trustees ;  they  employ  the  teacher  to  teach  school ; 
if  he  is  a  good  teacher,  all  right;  if  a  lazy  drone,  all  the  same;  the 
whole  work  is  over;  no  interest  is  felt  after  that.  With* many  it  ap- 
parently makes  but  very  little  difference  what  the  qualifications  of  a 
teacher  are,  so  their  children  are  at  school  a  certain  length  of  time 
annually :  and  the  schoohhouse  is  looked  upon  by  many  as  a  kind  of 
prisondiouse  for  boys  and  girls  to  go  to  until  they  ai-e  old  enough  to 
go  to  work.  And  I  am  satisfied  that  we  will  not  see  our  public 
schools  in  much  better  condition  until  we  raise  enough  mone}'  to  have 
them  free  all  the  year,  and  that  that  money  be  raised  on  property, 
not  by  poll  tax;  then  property  will  be  interested,  and  where  property 
is  interested  people  take  more  interest.  But  if  avc  continue  to  raise 
such  a  small  amount  on  property,  we  may  still  expect  to  see  the  pa- 
rents of  children  belonging  to  a  higher  grade  of  society,  keep  their 
children  from  our  public  schools,  or  sending  them  to  pi-ivate  or  sec- 
tarian schools.  Now,  the  question  might  be  asked,  Why  is  it  that 
private  or  sectarian  schools  are  better  than  public  schools?  They 
ought  not  to  be ;  but  our  public  schools  should  stand  number  one ; 
they  should  be  our  best  schools ;  and  if  property  was  interested,  as  it 
should  bo,  we  would  not  have  so  many  private  or  sectarian  schools. 
But  we  have  a  few  aristocrats  among  us,  who  say,  by  their  actions, 
"that  the  public  schools  are  not  good  enough  for  their  children,  but  (to 
make  a  long  story  short),  plenty  good  enough  for  poor  white  chil- 
dren and  niggers.  The  aristocrat  thinks  it  a  dangerous  thing  to 
educate  the  poor  man's  children,  but  we  think  different.  We  think 
they  ought  to  be  well  educated.  It  is  all  that  we  give  them,  and  let 
us  give  it  freely.  Without  it  the  poor  man  would  be  imposed  upon 
by  many  evil  men  ;  for  we  know  that  in  all  parts  of  the  world  where 
ignorance  and  superstition  exist,  the  ignorant  man's  rights  are  denied, 
and  hence  they  become  the  mere  slaves  of  the  aristocrats  in  power 
over  them. 

This  is  the  third  year  that  1  have  been  superintendent,  and  the 
aristocrat  has  come  to  me  in  all  forms  and  manners,  and  has  even 
threatened  me,  in  case  I  did  not  let  him  have  his  portion  of  school 
money.  But  none  of  them  have  met  with  much  success.  I  have  al- 
ways informed  them  that  I  Avas  elected  to  serve  the  people,  to  respect 
law,  and  that  I  was  in  favor  of  public  schools.  I  hope  that  my  suc- 
cessor in  office  will  have  the  same  respect  for  public  schools  that  I 
have  had;  then,  I  think,  the  aristocrats  will  have  to  die,  or  go  to 
some  other  township  where  the  aristocrat  reigns. 

I  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
school  law.  If  there  ever  was  an  unjust  or  an  unchristiandike  law- 
passed  by  a  legislature,  this  is  one.  We  have  in  this  township  a 
school  distiict  that  has  no  public  school  in  it,  yet  there  are  two  sec- 
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tarian  schools  in  it  that  tak(.'  the  wliolo  possession  of  the  district,  and 
at  the  same  time  there  are  those  within  the  said  district  tliat  aro 
t.ixed  to  maintain  the  very  school  from  which  they  are  excluded  fron» 
liavinii*  anythino;  to  say  in  re.^ard  to  electing"  trustees,  employing 
teachers,  or  to  have  anything  to  say  in  regard  to  tuition  fees,  &c., 
but,  like  the  man  standing  out  in  a  hard  shower  of  rain,  stand,  grin^ 
and  l)ear  it.* 

I  do  not  believe  tliat  any  man  can  tie  in  favur  of  the  twelfth  sec- 
tion of  the  school  law,  and  at  the  same  time  be  in  favor  of  public 
schools.  If  sectarian  schools  arc  right,  permit  me  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion :  In  case  there  should  be  a  school  district  numbering  one  hun- 
dred children,  and  there  should  be  some  five  or  six  different  religious 
denominations  within  said  district,  who  is  to  decide  which  is  to  have 
possession  of  the  district,  and  wliat  is  to  become  of  the  ungodly  and 
the  sinner  ? 

R.  ]\r.  BROCK, 
Town  Superintendent. 


I.ITTI.E    ECG    HARBOR. 

ITercwith  I  forward  the  statistics  of  the  pu^ilic  schools  of  thi« 
township  for  the  year  1865. 

Tin  diminished  size  of  the  township,  and  the  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  scho  )1  districts,  consequent  upon  the  formation  of  the  new 
township  of  Bass  River  out  of  a  part  of  tkis,  reduces  the  aggregate 
results  in  the  statements  considerably,  as  compared  with  former  years ; 
yet,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  and  the  extraordinary  exertions  which 
our  people  made  last  winter  and  spring  to  furnish  the  quota  of  men 
required  for  the  public  service,  and  avoid  the  draft — imposing  upon 
themselves  almost  crushing  financial  burdens — the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  schools  has  been  proportionably  increased  rather  than  dimin- 
ished. 

In  answer  to  your  questions  (Series  No.  2)  it  is  stated  that  only 
two  hundred  and  eighty  children  have  attended  the  public  schools 
during  the  year.  This  does  not  give  a  just  idea  of  the  educational 
interests  in  this  township.  Three  private  and  select  schools,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-live  scholars  each,  are 
sustained,  one  six  and  the  others  nine  months  in  a  year.  This  will 
increase  the  number  of  children  attending  school,  for  some  portion  of 
the  year,  to  about  three  hundred  and  fifty. 

In  the  most  populous  district  private  schools  are  better  sustained 
than  the  public  one.  This  condition  is  to  be  deplored,  as  it  damages, 
to  some  extent,  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  latter;  but  the 
causes  leading  to  sncli  a  state  have  Ijeen  repeatedly  pointed  out  in  my 
former  reports,  and  it  is  useless  to  refer  to  them  again.  Under 
])rcsent  circumstances  there  seems  to  be  but  little  prospect  of  a 
remedy  or  a  change. 


434  SCHOOL  REPORT. 

On  the  whole,  although  our  advancement  is  not  rapid,  it  is  certainli; 
onward,  and  it  is  a  source  of  some  satisfaction  that,  considering  the 
great  burdens  of  the  past  year,  we  still  advam'e,  and  do  not  recede. 


Youi-s,  very  truly, 


THEOPHILUrf  T.  PRICE. 

'J&v)n  Super iniendejit. 


NEW    HANOVER. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  my  answers  to  your  second  series  of 
questions.  The  schools  are  about  in  the  same  condition  as  last  year. 
Oi  r  township  hns  recei\  ed  the  present  year  from  the  j^chool  Fund 
i^344.T4;  from  the  Surplus  Jievonuc  $304.37  ;  the  township  raised  hj 
tax  for  school  purposes  SI, 200 — total  $1,841'. 11.  Tliis  amount,  a-s  far 
as  I  know,  is  all  the  teachers  get.  All  the  schools  are  free.  I  thiuk 
there  seems  to  be  an  increasing  interest  in  respect  to  our  schools. 
The  sciiools  are  in  a  favorable  condition,  and  for  details  of  which,  mj 
renjarks,  <fcc.,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  last  annual 
report  for  the  year  1864,  in  which  the  subject  is  more  liberally  treated. 
Yours,  truly,  <fec., 

FRANKLIN  B.  HAINES, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BPRINGFIIOLD. 

Enclosed  will  be  found  correct  answers  to  your  several  questions 
concerning  orr  public  schools  in  this  township.  They  have  all  been 
kept  open  during  the  year,  allowance  being  made  for  the  usual  vaca- 
tion, three  having  been  taught  by  male  and  ibur  by  female  teachers. 
There  has  been  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  raised  by  taxation  to  make 
our  schools  nearlv  free,  and  although  the  money  is  paid  cheerfully  br 
the  parents  of  children,  the  great  majority  take  no  fui'ther  interest  in 
the  schools,  seblom  visiting,  or  l)eing  willing  to  serve  as  trustees.  In 
some  districts  there  is  great  diflicnlty  in  getting  men  to  serve  in  this 
capacity.  It  often  happens  that  one  or  two  are  compelled  to  serve 
for  many  years  in  succession,  or  let  the  school  go  doNvu.  Receiving 
no  compensation,  and  having  much  fault  found,  they  lose  the  interest 
which,  under  more  favoiablc  circumstances,  they  would  take,  and 
oftentimes  employ  indiflcrent  teachers.  This  should  not  be  the  case, 
but  all  should  feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children 
to  be  v/illing  to  serve  their  portion  as  trustees,  and,  while  in  office,  to 
not  only  employ  as  good  teachers  as  tliey  can,  but  see  that  the  wants 
of  the  school  arc  pi'operly  cared  for  after  they  are  employed.  By  this 
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means  the  cause  of  cduoation  would  be  advanced  and  the  moaej  not 
spent  in  vain. 

B.  R.  LAMB, 
Township  Superintendent. 


BERGEN  COUNTY. 

KACKENSACK. 

There  arc  in  this  township  eleven  districts,  from  which  reports  aro 
annually  received  by  the  superintendent.  One  of  these,  however,  is 
a  union  district,  composed  of  parts  of  two  townships,  whose  school 
house  is  in  this  township. 

There  are  also  three  union  districts,  one  of  which  is  composed  of 
parts  of  four  townships.  They  do  not  report  to  me,  but  to  the  several 
superintendents,  respectively,  according  to  the  location  of  their  school 
houses.  This  practice  is  Qrenorally  understood  among  the  superin- 
tendents in  the  county,  and  prevents  confusion. 

The  school  houses  are  all  in  good  condition  with  a  single  exception. 
Two  new  ones  are  needed,  the  one  imperatively  so,  and  the  other  io 
conform  to  the  general  standard  of  our  school  edifices.  The  wants  of 
the  inhabitants  of  a  particular  district  have  required  the  enlargement 
of  their  school  house,  which  is  now  being  done  at  a  costof  about  twelve 
hundred  dollars.  I  am  not  informed  whether  the  expense  is  to  be 
defrayed  h\  subscri])tion,or  by  borrowing  the  money,  to  be  repaid  by 
future  district  taxation. 

Two  of  our  teachers  have  taught,  each  in  his  own  school,  about  ten 
years,  and  still  occupy  their  places,  meeting  with  success  and  giving 
entire  satisfaction  to  all  interested.  An  experienced  teacher  lately 
resigned  his  situation  which  he  had  held  as  long  a  time  as  that  of  any 
one  of  his  colleagues,  and  Avhich  he  filled  satisfactorily  to  all.  In  the 
remaining  schools  frequent  changes  of  teachers  have  occurred  to  the 
detriment  of  the  districts,  but  it  is  now  hoped  these  changes  will  here- 
after be  much  less  frequent. 

There  are  in  this  towuship  two  private  sciiools,  one  female  insti- 
tute, one  grammar  school  for  boys,  and  one  high  school;  not  one  of 
which  receives  any  pecuniary  aid  from  the  .State  or  township.  The^- 
are  all  well  attended  and  pi'osperous,  and  absorb  no  small  number  of 
resident  children  of  legal  school  age 

There  should  exist  no  necessity  for  establishing  ordinary  private 
schools  in  a  well  regulated  townsiiip.  The  school  law  which  directs 
that  "an  incorporated  district  shall  not  be  abolished  or  altered  with- 
out the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  dis- 
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trict,"  encouia,t^cs  the  exercise  of  selfishness,  and  discourages  and  pre- 
vents tlio  extension  of  educational  facilities.  They  refuse  to  part  with 
any  portion  of  their  territory  wiiich  is  required  to  form  a  much  need- 
ed now  diatrict,  because  their  receipts  of  school  moneys  will  be  pro- 
portionately decreased,  and  a])plicants  are  compelled  by  their  neces- 
sities to  sustain  a  private  school  l)y  their  own  private  means,  whilst 
they  aie.  at  tlie  same  time,  heavily  taxed  to  support  the  school  from 
which  they  are  excluded.  This  display  of  selfishness  on  the  part  of 
an  incorporated  district  begets  the  ill  will  of  all  who  have  l)cen  forced 
to  build  a  school  house  of  their  own,  and  sustain  the  school  at  their 
own  cost. 

The  fifteenth  question  in  your  series  No.  2,  requires  a  more  extended 
reply  than  can  l)e  written  on  the  printed  circular.  A  few  years  ago, 
a  sti'ong-  prejudice  against  female  teachers  seemed  to  ])revail,  which 
has  lately  given  way  to  a  more  liberal  opinion,  the  soundness  of  which 
is  proved  by  experience.  About  six  or  eight  years  since,  lady  teach- 
ers were  only  tolerated  in  subordinate  capacities.  Now  they  arc 
sought  for  as  principals.  At  present,  four  have  charge  of  their  re- 
ppective  schools,  and  give  a  degree  cf  satisfaction  fully  equal  to  that 
rendered  by  tiieir  predecessors,  and  yet  receive  about  twenty-five  per 
cent,  less  salary.  In  my  late  visits  I  have  noticed  uniformly  good 
order  prevailing  in  schools  taught  by  females;  whilst  others,  in  charge 
of  males,  have  not  always,  in  tiiis  respect,  equaled  the  expectations  or 
desires  of  trustees.  I  have  further  observed  that  the  rod  is  seldom, 
if  ever,  used  in  a  school  taught  by  a  lady.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learn 
that  in  all  such  a  conciliatory  practice  is  pursued  and  with  eminent 
success.  With  the  female  teachers,  conciliation  precedes  coercion ; 
])nt  with  the  males,  generally,  the  practice  is  reversed.  The  one 
must  exercise  patience  and  forbearance  ;  the  other  will  not.  I  can- 
not avoid  saying  here,  that  the  most  rapid  and  solid  progress  1  have 
yet  witnessed  was  in  a  school  taught  by  a  lady. 

I  have  lately  read  with  more  than  usual  interest,  the  reports  of  the 
town  superintendents  published  in  connection  with  the  State  Superin- 
tendent's Report  of  1865,  and  find  one  prominent  complaint  pervading 
them  all,  and  which  attaches  to  this  township  equally  with  all  others. 
It  is  that  of  irregular  attendance;  e.  g.,  the  register  in  one  of  our 
best  located  pul)lic  schools  discloses  the  following  facts:  There  are 
sixty-six  resident  children  between  five  and  eighteen  years  of  age. 
The  school  was  kept  open  ten  months.  The  average  attendance  was 
nineteen.  The  number  that  attended  as  many  days  as  would  equal 
three  quarters,  was  four;  two  quarters,  twelve;  one  quarter,  sixteen; 
and  a  less  time  than  one  quarter,  nineteen.  In  searching  patientlv 
for  the  cause  of  this  humiliating  state  of  things,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  must  be  mainly  attributed  to  teachers  and  trustees; 
primarily,  to  teachers.  In  schools  conducted  by  faithful,  industrious 
and  com])etent  teachers,  encouraged  and  sustained  by  watchful  trus- 
tees, no  complaint  of  the  kind  is  made,  but,  in  others,  it  is  greater  or 
less  in  proportion  to  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  one  con- 
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ducting  the  school.  The  school  house  with  all  its  appui-tenanccs  and 
adornments  should  be  made  so  attractive  that  the  pupil  will  there  find 
as  much  of  comfort  and  pleasure  as  he  has  at  home.  When  these  are, 
attained  and  attended  by  equally  attractive  teachings,  the  deprecated 
complaint  will  cease.  Tlic  parent  can  scarcely  resist  the  importunity 
of  his  child  to  remain  at  home  for  a  day  occasionally.  But  when  the 
solicitation  is  to  permit  him  to  go  to  school,  when  his  presence  is  re- 
quired at  home,  the  parent  "will  rarely  deny  him.  My  experience  is 
that  when  a  school  is  conducted  by  an  accomplished  teacher,  the  house 
is  always  well  filled;  Avhen  the  same  school  is  given  in  charge  of  one 
less  distinguished,  the  com{)laint  of  irregular  attendance  immediately 
follows. 

JOHN  VAN  BRUNT, 

Town  Superintendent.. 


WASHINGTON. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  furnish  an  accurate  report,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  attendance,  because  in  onedialf  only  of  the 
schools  in  the  township  have  permanent  registers  of  attendance  been 
kept  previous  to  June  last,  up  to  wiiicli  time  they  were  merely  de- 
tached slips  of  paper  to  be  destroyed  at  the  end  of  the  term;  or  the 
teacher's  private  memorandum,  which  was  carried  off,  rendering  it 
impossible,  even  with  a  great  amount  of  search  and  labor  on  the  part 
of  the  superintendent,  to  render  anything  like  an  accurate  report. 
But  steps  have  been  taken  to  obviate  all  difficulty,  in  that  respect,  in 
the  future.  Trustees  of  schools  in  which  no  permanent  register  has 
been  kept,  have  been  directed  to  furnish  them  forthwith,  and  teachers 
charged  to  keep  and  preserve  them,  that  accurate  reports  may  at  any 
time  be  iurnished. 

Our  schools  in  some  respects  are  such  that  we  justly  feel  proud 
when  our  limited  facilities  are  taken  into  consideration,  since  places 
more  densely  populated  and  consequently  having  a  larger  attendance 
and  better  able  to  pay  the  salary  required  by  a  good  teacher,  com- 
pare rather  unfavorably  in  the  efficacy  of  their  sceools  with  ours. 
Our  braidings,  though  not  large,  are  neat,  well  ventilated,  and  com- 
paratively new;  not  even  one  of  the  old  red  ones  being  left  to  com- 
memorate the  age  in  which  they  existed.  But  to  this  we  have  a  great 
drawback  in  the  want  of  necessary  apjjaratus,  globes,  charts  and 
outline  maps.  Trustees  have  thus  far  refused  to  furnish  them,  and 
Ave  are  therefore  obliged  to  do  as  well  as  possible  without  them. 
The  books  generally  in  use  are  of  the  latest  and  most  approved 
edition.  Of  teachers  we  have  a  pretty  efficient  corps.  True,  they 
are  not  all  of  the  highest  standing,  and.  not  what  we  would  wish  them 
to  be:  but  upon  the  whole,  so  far  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the  teachers 
extends,  thei-e  is  but  little  cause  for  complaint.  Want  of  energy  is 
29 
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tlie  mo?t;  glui'ing  ovil,  wliich  is  aV)SoliiteIy  Ktren^thened  by  a  general 
indin('reiie(3  on  the  pai-t  of  trustees  and  employees,  who  seldom  even 
•thiuk  of  viHiting'  the  school.  Avhich  is  looked  upon  as  being  an  intru- 
sion upon  the  afllaii'S  of  tlie  teacher,  and  tending  more  to  embarrasa 
than  to  benefit;  conseqaently  but  two  of  the  sehi)ols  in  the  township 
are  provided  with  registei-s  of  visitation. 

(h\f  of  the  si.x  teachers  euijdoyed  is  a.  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
School,  and  the  majoj'ity  of  the  remaining  live  iiave  enjoyed  the  l)en- 
•^fit  of  some  of  our  best  institnti(ms  of  learning. 

There  are  many  glaring  defects  in  our  schools  wliicli  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  attribute  to  the  de})loraIjle  negligence  and  indiHcrence  not 
only  nlanif^•sf,ed.  but  actually  boasted  of  by  trustees  in  the  majority 
•^)f  districts,  whei-e  the  wholf  extent  of  duties  executed  is  em})loying 
teachers  oiily  to  l)C  neglected  until,  thi-ough  neglect,  they  become  de- 
linquent and  careless  of  every  duty,  and  when  no  longer  endurable 
:;nl  an  actu  il  burden,  to  be  discharged  with  the  .same  cool  formality 
with  wliich  they  were  emjiloyed.  Their  plea  for  neglect  is  that  they 
receive  no  remuneration  ibr  their  services,  and  therefore  cannot  afford 
to  leave  their  ordinary  business.  While  such  indilTcrence  is  mani- 
fested l>y  those  to  whom  we  naturally  look  for  an  active  interest,  it  is 
indeed  a  matter  of  surjirise  to  finrl  our  sehools  in  as  encouraging  a 
condition  as  they  actually  are. 

It  may  be  said,  if  trustees  are  tlius  at  fault,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
{superintendent  to  exert  his  influence  and  authority  to  bring  the  delin- 
<[uents  to  a  S(mse  of  their  fluty.  In  the  most  prominent  cases  this 
has  b(;en  done,  th<uigh  not  without  kindling  unfriendly  feelings.  In 
one  ease  the  tru-t.ees  failed  to  report,  as  required  by  law,  the  number 
of  children  in  the  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen.  I. 
a.s  in  duty  bound,  and  (embracing  the  opportunity  as  a  favorable  one 
for  rebuke,  and  to  arouse  the  trustees  to  their  duty,  in  my  report  to 
the  board  of  chosen  freeholders,  distinctly  set  forth  the  case  of  ne- 
glect in  question,  and  consequently  tlie  district  lost  the  appropriation. 
My  report  in  turn  to  the  trustees  of  the  several  districts  of  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  school  funds,  called  foi'th  a  storm  of  abuse  from  the, 
as  they  claimed,  defrauded  trustees,  who  do  not  attempt  to  justify 
themselves  in  any  other  way  than  that  they  "are  not  accustomed  to 
this  new  style  of  doing  business.''' 

Supposing  that  a  more  extended  knowledge  of  the  school  laws  of 
the  State  might  prove  beneficial  in  preventing  future  difficulty  arising 
from  neglect  of  duty,  I  have  furnished  each  districjt  with  a  copy; 
there  not  being  jtreviously  to  my  feiowlcdge,  a  single  legible  copy  in 
the  whole  township. 

I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  close  without  taking  at  least  a  passing 
notice  of  the  feeling  towards  Teachers'  Institutes.  They  are  annu- 
ally held  in  some  part  of  the  county,  but  only  a  small  proportion  of 
the  teachers  have  attended;  and  the  attendance  from  this  township 
particularly  has  been  extremely  small;  in  some  cases  not  one  of  our 
teachers  being  present.     To  the  careless  observer  this  will  be  attri- 
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bnterl  to  a  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  teaohorR,  in  tlie  cauFC  of 
cducition,  which  is  cei'tainjy  not  the  case.  There  is  among  us  a  feel- 
■ing  of  hostility  to  Teachers'  Institutes  arising  Ironi  the  mistaken  idea- 
that  t!icy  are  merely  intended  as  a  wholesale  examination  of  teachers, 
to  bring  their  attainments  in  contrast  with  those  of  the  most  learned 
teachers  in  the  State,  which  idea  has  been  strengthened  by  the  gene- 
ral ciiaracter  of  the  exercises,  wliich  have  a  direct  bearing  npon 
teachers.  'J'his,  to  those  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  educational 
mattets  in  this  section,  is  plaiidy  a  mistake.  The  ])0]»ular  theory  that 
the  teacher  must  build  up  his  profess!(ni  iTnd  exalt  himself  above  his 
"  low  estate  "  will  in  some  places  do  very  well,  but  with  us  the  reform 
must  begin  with  parents  and  employers.  Instead  of  learned  disquisi- 
tions upon  topics  entirely  irrelevant  to  school  matters,  or  the  tliread- 
1>are  topics  of  "  School  Architecture"  or  "  The  Duty  of  Teachers,"  she 
attention  of  persons  emj)loyed  as  lecturers  upon  such  occasions  should 
be  directed  to  the  jiatrons  and  officers  ot  our  schools.  With  them,  in 
my  huml)le  opinion,  must  the  reform  Ijegin.  Parents  must  lirst  le 
made  to  feel  the  importance  of  having  their  children  v/ell  educated, 
and  to  understand,  that  in  order  to  secure  that  end  a  radical  change 
must  be  effected  in  our  local  system;  school  officers — trustees  must 
be  led  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  th"i  trust  confided  in  them, 
then  none  but  thoroughly  competent  and  energetic  teachers  will  lie 
tolerated  and  the  grand  end  attained  for  whicii  our  public  school  sys- 
tem was  inaugurated. 

A.  D.  CAMPBELL, 

Town  Superintendent. 


FBAXKI,IN  TOWNSHIP. 

I  have  the  honor  ^o  transmit  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  schools  of  the  townshij)  of  Fj-anklin. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  people  of  this  township  hare 
manifested  consideral)le  intei'est  in  common  sohool  education  during 
the  past  year.  In  one  of  the  districts,  comprising  part  of  the  town- 
ship of  Saddle  River  an  old  style  slab-seated  school  house  has  disap- 
peared, and  an  elegant  and  commodious  building  substituted,  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  trustees  and  inhabitants  of  said  district.  ,  This  is 
the  sixth  school  district  suitably  provided  for,  in  this  respect,  and 
preparations  are  being  made  in  two  others,  to  abandon  those  cheer- 
iess,  comfortless  shanties,  and  construct  such  buildings  as  the  jirrsent 
age  demands,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  for 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  teachers  and  pupils. 
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The  scliools  have  been  attended  with  more  regularity  than  uFnal, 
and  a  livelier  interest  has  been  evinced  by  pai'cnts,  tcachcis  and 
pupils,  and  1  am  happy  to  say  that  several  of  our  sthcols  aie  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

The  introduction  of  Ouyot's  Map  of  the  United  States  in  our 
schools,  is  productive  of  much  good,  it  fully  reaches  tl;e  high  aim  for 
which  it  was  designed,  and  our  schools  are  very  much  indebted  to  all 
who  have  tnken  ]  art  in  this  nol)le  A^'ork.  pr^^rH' 

There  is  however,  one  serious  disadvantage,  under  which  some  of 
our  schools  have  labored ;  and  that  is,  frequent  changes  of  teacheir. 
No  school  that  changes  its  teacher  every  few  months  is  likely  to  be- 
come much  distinguished  for  scholarship.  f**" 

I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  there  will  be  but  one  o}-,in- 
ion  existing  in  this  respect,  that  trustees  and  inhabitants  will  be 
united  in  these  efforts,  to  employ,  and  retain,  suitaljle  teachers,  so 
that  the  yonng  and  rising  generation  may  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a 
good  education. 

N.  G.  GARRISON, 
Town  Svperinterident, 


CAMDEN  COUNTY. 


haddonfield; 


In  transmitting  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  township,  I  fear 
the  statistics  are  not  entirely  ]jerfect,  although  I  have  given  ansvv'ers 
tj  most  of  your  questions.  vSince  my  last  report  the  townsqip  of 
Kewton  has  been  divided  ;  the  former,  of  which  I  am  superintendent, 
represents  three  whole  districts,  and  ])art  of  tlie  fourth.  As  far  as 
1  can  judge  the  schools  are  progressing  favorably ;  we  have  good 
teachers,  and  the  people  furnish  the  means  of  their  support  clieer- 
fully.  They  are,  probnl^ly,  as  well  taught  and  conducted  as  most 
district  schools,  yet  their  is  still  room  for  improvement,  H   ' 

J.  P.  J3R()\VNING, 

Town  Superintendent,    j 


CAMDEN. 

1  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  Series  No.  2,  with  answers 
annexed. 

The  public  schools  under  the  control  of  "  The  Board  of  Education 
of  the  city  of  Camden"  are,  as  a  whole,  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
It  is  my  o})iuion  that  the  principals  and  the  teachers  of  all  grades 
Ts^ill  compare  most  favorably  with  any  equal  num})er  in  the  State. 
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During:  the  past  j-car.  the  progress  of  the  schools  has  been  steadily 
improved.  Tlie  standard  in  our  (Jraniniar  Schools  has  been  ad- 
vanced, and  several  of  the  higher  studies  pursued  in  our  Normal 
Scliool  have  been  prosecuted  with  success — bookkeeping,  algebra 
and  geometry  have  been  added  to  the  studies  previously  taught. 
While  the  studies  have  been  advanced  the  schools  have  been  gradu- 
ally winning  their  way  in  public  estimation,  and  are  now  i-egarded  as 
second  to  none  in  this  or  the  adjacent  State,  Avhere  the  studies  are  of 
the  same  character. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  classical  studies,  but  our  aim  is  to  give  all 
our  pupils  a  good,  sound  English  education,  so  that  they  may  be 
fitted  for  any  ordinary  vocation.  So  well  are  our  schools  appreciated 
b}'  the  community,  that  the  rooms  are' all  full,  and  the  demand  for 
admissions  are  greater  than  ever  before,  since  the  organization  of  our 
board. 

Public  ex-:miinations  of  candidates  for  teachers  are  held  from  time 
to  time,  and  only  such  as  have  passed  the  ordeal  satisfactori'y  receive 
appointments  to  teach,  or  certificates  of  fitness,  and  none  are  appointed 
without  such  certificates.  These  examinations  have  fully  equalled  in 
tlieir  requirements  those  held  in  the  neighboring  city. 

During  the  past  year  tlie  salaries  of  our  teachers  have  been  con- 
siderably increased. 

Two  of  our  Grammar  School  buildings  are  noted  for  their  conve- 
vcniences,  comparative  safoness,  ventilation  (?o  essential  wlicn  the 
health  of  teacher  and  pupil  is  considered),  and  other  impoi'tant  im- 
])rovements,  and  are  worthy  of  a  visit  from  any  one  interested  in  the 
public  education  of  the  youth  of  our  State.  It  is  the  wish  and  design 
of  the  board  to  erect  another  first  class  school  house,  with  accommo- 
dations for  two  primary,  two  secondary  and  two  grammar  schools, 
for  both  sexes,  at  an  early  date  (should  legislative  aid  be  obtained), 
which,  with  our  present  school  houses,  will  afford  accommodations 
for  over  twenty-one  hundred  scholars. 

Our  financial  condition  is  in  every  way  healthy.  We  levy  a  fax  of 
three  mills  on  the  dollar  on  real  and  personal  estate,  and  one  dollar 
poll  tax  on  each  inhabitant  for  school  purposes.  Our  receipts  for  the 
last  year  from  this  source  were  $2^,263.48,  and  from  all  other  sources 
$15,974.72— total  receipts  for  the  year  $18,237.60;  and  expended  for 
all  purposes  during  the  year  $40,477.30,  le;M-inir  a  balance  in  treasury 
at  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  of  $7,760.30. 

JAMES  M.  CASSADY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


44:2  SCHOOL  REPORT. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

HOPEWELL. 

I  herewith  send  the  statistical  report  of  common  schools  of  Hope- 
well townsliip.  Many  of  j^our  questions  I  am  unable  to  answer, 
owing  to  the  imperfect  repoi-t  of  teachers.  I  am  happy  to  report  an 
increased  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  townshi]).  Most  of  our  scliools  are  in  a  flourisliing  condition — 
same  more  so  tlian  others.  I  find  that  the  grand  secret  in  a  goodi 
systematic,  well  regulated  and  impressive  school,  lies  mainly  in  tlie 
thoroughly  qualified  teacher ;  one  who  not  only  has  the  mental  qualifi- 
cations nece>sary,  but  has  within  him  that  peculiar  aptness  to  teach, 
and  has  prepared  himself  thoroughly  for  the  business.  As  is  the- 
teachei-,  so  is  the  school — hence,  tliose  of  our  teachers  who  have 
come  from  the  State  JSormnl  School,  or  have  become  acquainted  witli 
the  normal  method  of  teaching,  through  Teachejs'  Institutes,  are  tho 
most  successful. 

Such  teacliers  or  necessity  demand  an  increased  pay  from  that  Ibr- 
merly  given ;  and  1  am  hn})jty  to  say  that  several  of  our  schools  have 
noc  only  admitted  this  fact,  l)ut  have  acted ;  showing  that  they  think 
more  of  the  efhicntion  and  development  of  tlie  mind  and  heart,  than 
the  Jilmighiy  Dollar. 

These  schools  avoid  tliat  frequent  change  in  teachers  which  is  sa 
detrimental;  and  instead  of  retrograding  are  in  a  progressive  and 
prospei'ous  condiiion. 

We  have  an  academy  located  at  Shiloh  which  has  done  much 
toward  elevating  the  standard,  and  awakening  an  incicased  interest, 
in  the  cause  of  education  in  this  part  of  our  countiy.  'J  he  friends  cf 
this  ir.stitution  have  already  subscribed  six  thousand  dollars  toward 
erect' ng  a  new  building  during  the  coming  year. 

THOMAS  H.  TOMLINSON, 

2'own  Superintendent. 

LANDIS. 

I  herc^yith  hand  you  my  repoit  of  the  condition  of  the  Public 
Schools  in  this  township.  It  is  not  so  full  in  detail  as  1  desire,  in 
consequence  of  recently  being  called  upoii  to  perfoim  some  other 
pu^»lic  duties.  First,  in  regard  to  visiting  the  schools.  I  have  gen- 
erally visited  each  j-cJiool  during  the  lirst  or  second  week  of  each 
term,  and  personally  examined  all  tlie  classes.  Then  visited  them 
again  dui-ing  the  latter  part  of  the  term,  and  made  another  examina- 
tion. Between  these  two  periods  I  have  visited  seme  of  the  schools 
two  and  three  times.  This  has  ^iven  me  an  opportunity  to  note  with 
some  accuracy  the  workings  of  both  teacher  and  pupil.     I  am  giati- 
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fied  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  teachers  employed  have  been,  ta 
all  appearance,  interested  in  their  duties,  and  seemed  to  feel  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  their  situations.  The  scholars,  as  a  {general  thing-, 
have  been  under  good  discipline,  attentive  to  their  studies,  and  hence 
their  progress  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 

Even  in  this  infant  township  we  now  have  eleven  incorporated 
school  districts,  and  school  houses  in  all  l)ut  three  of  them.  The- 
trustees  in  these  have  hired. buildings,  in  whi(;h  we  are  getting  along 
rather  comfortably.  In  one  of  these  last-nauied  districts  the  trustee.? 
are  building  tkree  houses  which  will  be  soon  ready  for  occupancy,  and 
I  learn  that  in  one  of  the  others  the  trustees  will  commence  op3ra- 
tions  for  building  in  a  few  days.  If  I  am  continued  in  the  office  of" 
superintendent  another  year,  i  hope  to  l)c  able  to  present  you  a  moro 
detailed  report.  The  progress  of  education,  imparted  in  our  common 
schools,  is  highly  interesting,  even  in  ohler  communities;  and  still 
more  so  in  a  new  settlement  like  this. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  counsel  at  various  time,  and  be- 
lieve me, 

Trulv,  your  ob't  serv't, 

W.M.  0.  II.  GWYNNETH, 

Town  Superintendent, 

STOE    CREEK. 

I  was  elected  last  March  superintendent  of  schools  in  the  township 
of  S too  Creek,  Cumberland  county,  and  immeliately  enterel  upon 
the  duties  entrusted  to  ni'?.  Our  towns'iip  is  badly  situated  for  mak- 
ing a  very  favorable  report,  as  the  most  important  part  of  it  is  con- 
nected witii  districts  in  an  adjoining  township. 

There  are  in  the  township  four  entire  districts  and  thi-ee  parts  of 
districts.  In  those  parts  of  districts  connected  with  Hopewell  town- 
ship are  good  school  houses,  where  good  schools  are  maintained  tho 
most  of  the  year.  Daring  the  present  season  one  new  school  houso 
has  been  built,  two  stories  high,  costing  twelve  hundred  dollars.  In 
another  district  tlioy  design  building  soon,  a?  they  are  now  making 
arrangements  for  it;  and  others  are  needed  in  the  township. 

Tho  schools  are  kept  open  on  an  average  three  terms  a  year.  All 
have  quxlilied  teachers.  Average  price  for  teachers  $75.  Amount 
of  money  raised  in  the  toNvnship  $500;  surplus  revenue  $103 ;  from 
the  State  $S9 — all  amounting  to$a83.  Whole  number  of  children  in 
tho  township  b3twcen  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  STJ;  average 
attendance  about  two- thirds. 

W.  B.  GILLOTTE, 
Town  Superintendent. 

BPJDGETON. 

Since   my   appointment   as    school    superintendent  of  tho   city  of 
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Bridgeton,  now  about  one  j'ear,  I  have  endcavoicd  to  understand  my 
duty  and  to  do  it.  Fo  lar  as  I  have  redeemed  time  from  my  other 
duties  as  a  Mini-^ter  of  the  Gospel,  I  have  tried  to  look  after  tlie  best 
interest  of  the  little  ones  committed  to  our  charge  as  teachers,  trus- 
tees and  superintendent.  In  all  our  schools,  especially  in  the  city 
proper,  we  have  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers.  In  our  largest  school, 
for  some  time  past,  avb  have  all  female  teachers,  and  it  works  with 
great  harmony  and  success.  The  larger"  boys  feel  ashamed  to  treat 
the  lady  principal  with  disobedience. 

We  have  two  larg^  and  excellent  houses  in  the  city,  well  adapted 
to  suit  the  Avants  of  the  many  pupils.  With  one  exception  the  other 
houses  in  the  township  are  well  suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  built. 

We  have  in  this  township  two  colored  schools,  numbering  afiout 
one  hundred  and  twenty  children  ;  their  scliools  have  been  kept  in 
successful  progress  about  three-fourths  of  the  year. 

1  have  received  six  of  Guyot's  maps,  and  have  distributed  them  in 
the  schools  as  they  were  needed. 

Herewith  I  return  your  printed  series  of  questions,  with  answers, 
as  nearly  correct  as  I  can  furnish. 

I  believe  the  condition  of  our  schools  to  be  improving,  and  that 
much  good  is  the  result  of  '•  the  work  of  faith,  and  labor  of  love," 
bestowed  upon  these  young  immortals. 

This  work  of  looking  after  the  welfare  of  children  in  the  public 
schools,  is  new  business  to  me ;  but  tlic  laljor  must  be  performed  by 
some  one,  and  I  am  willing  to  discharge  it  to  the  utmost  of  my 
abilitv. 

JAMES  M.  CHALLISS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 


DENNIS. 


I  have  nothing  encouraging  to  report  for  the  cause  of  education  in 
this  township.  With  two  exceptions,  our  school-houses  are  nothing 
but  the  most  miserable  shanties,  the  standing,  rotten  and  unsightly 
monuments  of  ungodly  penuriousness  of  the  citizens  of  the  districts 
in  which  they  are  located.  For  months  past  we  have  had  but  one 
male  and  three  female  teachers  employed  in  the  township,  and  they 
have  taught  more  from  tlie  force  of  personal  consideration,  than  from 
any  particular  desire  upon  the  part  of  our  citizens  to  advance  the 
«ause  of  education. 

The  cause  of  education  lies  dead  and  buried  in  the  pockets  of  our 
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incn  of  M'e.'ilth,  and  if  a  change  does  not  come  over  the  spirit  of  these 
gentlemen  at  an  early  day,  the  epitaph  of  the  cause  of  education  niaj 
be  written  on  the  toiul)  of  youth's  disappointed  hopes — Sickened  and 
died  lor  the  want  of  friends. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

J.  H.  DIVERTY, 
Town  Superintendent. 

I-OWRR, 

Enclosed  you  will  find  series  No.  2.  as  furnished,  giving  the  desired 
information,  as  near  true  as  I  am  able  to  give  it. 

In  presenting  my  report  for  the  past  year  I  shall  have  but  few  re- 
marks to  accompany  it.  The  schools  are  all  in  good  condition,  with 
good  and  coni])eteut  instructors  ;  daily  attendance  quite  as  large  as 
that  of  last  year.  The  school  houses,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are 
comfoi'table,  and  tolerably  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  teaching. 
The  usual  bi'anches  taught  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
geography,  English  u'rammur,  algebra,  &c. 

DAVID  EWING, 
Town  Superintendeit. 

UPPER. 

Our  schools  are  progressing  as  well  as  can  be  expected  under  ex- 
isting circumstances. 

The  advance  in  teachers'  wages  and  everytliing  for  the  use  of  the 
school  room,  and  no  advance  on  the  tax  per  scholar,  by  which  the 
funds  are  raised  to  pay  the  teachers,  has  had  the  effect  to  shorten  onr 
public  schools  about  one-third  of  tiie  tinie,  and  the  consequence  is  we 
have  had  but  two  terms  where  we  formerly  had  three. 

Our  school  houses  remain  much  in  the  same  condition  they  have 
been  for  some  time  past,  without  alteration  or  change,  and  1  presume 
will  so  remain  (although  some  of  them  need  badly  to  be  rebuilt), 
until  the  people  are  partially  relieved  of  their  heavy  burden,  the  high 
taxes. 

JOHN  8TITES.  JR.. 
Town  Superintendent. 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

LIVINGSTON. 

I  herewith  forward  scries  No.  2,  of  the  questions  propounded  to 
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me,  answered  as  near  correct  a3  I  can  ;  there  having  been  changes  of 
the  teachers  in  some  of  the  schools,  I  have  failed  to  get  as  correct  re- 
ports from  those  districts  as  I  should  desire.  There  are  four  school 
houses,  located  each  in  the  centre  of  a  school  district,  within  this 
township,  in  three  of  which,  (the  first,  fourth  and  fifth),  school  has  been 
kept  the  full  four  terms  during  the  past  year.  They  have  not  been 
entirely  free,  owing  to  the  inhalntants  of  the  township  not  appropriat- 
ing sufiicicnt  money  for  that  purpose  at  their  annual  town  meeting; 
therefore,  the  trustees  in  each  of  these  districts  have  divided  the  pub- 
lic money  into  four  parts,  and,  applying  one  part  to  each  quarter, 
have  charged  tuition  sufficient  to  make  up  the  salary  of  the  teacher 
and  other  incidental  expenses.  In  the  second  district  there  have  been 
but  two  quartei's'  school  ke|)t  during  the  year  (having  an  average 
attendance  of  about  twenty-five  out  of  seventy  names  returned  to  me), 
both  of  Avhicli  were  entirely  free.  In  the  third  district  there  were 
three  quarters'  school  kept  during  the  past  year,  entirely  free,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  about  forty  out  of  ninety-five  names  re- 
turned to  me.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  parents  do  not  take  more 
interest  in  the  school  and  have  their  children  attend  regularly,  al- 
though 1  think  they  take  moi-e  intei-est  in  the  schools  than  formerly. 
I  must  say  there  is  a  shameful  neglect  of  their  duty  in  this  reppect. 
Of  our  school  houses  I  would  say,  that  in  the  first,  third  and  fifth  dis- 
tricts tlij  buildings  are  the  old-fashioned  one  room  and  entry  building, 
thirty  or  forty  years  old,  continually  needing  repairs,  and  arc  kept  in 
passable  condition  by  the  districts.  In  district  No.  2  the  school  house 
is  of  the  same  style,  but  very  old  and  much  out  of  repair,  the  distiict 
neglecting  to  raise  money  for  that  purpose.  In  district  Xo.  4  there 
is  a  new  school  house,  large  enough  for  the  wants  of  the  district. 
It  has  been  built  but  a  few  yeai's,  and  is  both  comfortable,  convenient 
and  in  good  order.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  dis- 
tricts v/ill  soon  realize  their  true  interest  to  be  the  appropriation  of 
snfTiciejit  money  for  school  purjjoses,  to  keep  free  schools  in  every 
school  house  in  the  town,  each  in  char<j;e  of  competent  teachers,  there- 
by enabling  the  children  all  to  have  an  equal  chance  with  those  of 
more  favored  localities. 

M.   E.  HALSEY, 
Town  Superintendent. 

NEWARK. 

In  giving  my  views  of  the  progress  of  public  education  in  this  city, 
1  can  add  nothing  of  peculiar  interest  to  my  I'cport  of  last  year.  The 
schools  are  in  a  healthful  condition,  and  have  been  uninterruptedly 
at  work  during  the  year.  With  \QYy  few  exceptions  they  are  under 
excellent  discipline,  physicnlly,  and  I  believe  this  propriety  of  deport- 
ment is  the  result  mainly  of  mental  training.  Tlie  sensibilities  of  a 
few,  however,  can  be  reached  only  by  the  rod,  which  is  yet  held,  in 
most  of  our  schools,  as  a  reserve  force. 
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I  do  not  believe  the  grade  of  scholarship  is  any  higher  than  it 
was  four  years  ago.  During  the  last  four  years  pupils  have  loft  school 
at  an  eai-lier  age  than  formerly,  so  that  while  those  who  attend  may 
make  line  progress  from  year  to  year,  the  schools  as  a  whole  make  no 
advance  on  the  attainuiouts  of  those  of  previous  yeai-s. 

Almost  the  only  l)ranches  taught  in  the  Grammar  Schools  are 
spelling,  readiu'jr,  penmanship,  geograpliy,  grammar,  ai-itlimetic  and 
composition.  In  these  branches  the  pupils  become  quite  proticent^ 
provided  they  remain  to  complete  the  course.  Those  who  design  to 
continue  their  studies  are  promoted  to  the  High  School  where  they 
may  acquire  a  very  respectal)le  fitness  for  entering  college. 

The  attendance  has  t)eeu  larger  this  year  than  last  and  the  number 
of  teachers  has  also  been  increased;  but  the  number  of  teachers  is 
atill  greatly  disproportionate  to  the  nuuiber  of  })upils.  The  average 
attendance  to  each  primary  teacher  is  about  eigiity,  while  twelve- 
pi-imary  teachers  have  an  average  of  one  hundred  pupils  each.  Under 
such  circumstances  you  will  not  expect  very  great  results,  and  yet 
much  is  accomjiHshed  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

In  the  (Trammar  Schools  the  attendance  is  about  lifty  to  each 
teacher.  Those  schools  conducted  on  the  plan  of  one  male  principal 
to  each  school,  especially  where  the  male,  female  and  primary  depart- 
ments are  biought  under  his  immediate  supervision,  have  made  good 
progress ;  and,  while  there  are  some  departments  not  yet  brought 
under  this  system,  that  have  done,  perhaps,  as  well:  they  are  the  excep- 
tions and  not  tlie  rule.  I  have  no  desire  to^o  back  to  the  old  system. 

Had  we  the  woi-k  of  organizing  anew  a  system  of  public  education 
adapted,  in  my  Judgment,  to  our  city  the  children  of  all  grades  ia 
each  ward  or  district  should  be  brought  together  in  one  conimodiou;^ 
building  that  should  meet  all  the  wants  of  that  ward  or  district  and 
placed  under  one  competent  principal.  Thus  we  might  secure  better 
discipline,  better  classification  and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  tlie 
present;  but  with  us  this  can  only  be  done  very  gradually. 

Another  veiy  great  advantage  might  be  gtiiued  if  we  could  double 
the  number  of  teachers,  and  this  we  could  do  if  two  could  live  on  the 
salary  of  one ;  but  that  cannot  be,  for  one  can  hardly  live  on  the 
balarv  of  two.  The  average  salary  of  our  primary  teachers  does  not 
exceed  $300. 

iNotwithstanding  all  these  drawbacks  which  retard  the  pi'ogrcss 
that  miuht  otherwise  be  made,  I  believe,  for  elciuentary  instruction, 
oui"  public  schools  are  the  best  in  the  citv. 

'GEORGE  13.  SEARS, 

C'ily  Superintendent. 


eonin  oraxge. 
In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
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followinfr  report  of  the  condition  of  our  pnlilic  schools,  scconpan'ei 
))}'  the  answers  to  the  several  questions  cntainod  in  j-our  circUiar. 
I  have  dolaved  my  annual  report  to  the  last  moir.ontin  order  to  enable 
me  to  give  the  required  statistics  as  correctly  as  possil)]e. 

When,  in  April  last,  1  entered  iipontlie  duties  cf  my  ( ffice,  I  found 
the  school  registers  of  several  districts  hept  in  so  careless  a  manner 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  obtain  leliidjlc  infoimation  in  regard 
to  the  at*:endance  of  jiupils.  This  was  particularly  the  case  in  Dis- 
trict Ko.  3,  the  teacher  of  which  left  early  in  July  last.  I  had,  there- 
fore, to  rely  upon  the  trustees  of  that  district  for  infoi motion  in 
regard  to  the  attendance  of  children  and  it  is  mainly  owing  to  their 
vague  statements  if  my  report  concerning  the  proportion  of  children 
attending  our  schools  is  not  as  reliable  as  it  should  be. 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  teachers  to  the  importarce  cf 
keeping  accurate  registers  sc  as  to  enable  the  superintendent  to  foim 
a  correct  estimate  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  schools  under  his 
chai'ge,  and  it  aRbrds  me  much  pleasure  to  s  ate  that  at  present  all 
the  schools  aie  furnished  with  the  prop-er  registers. 

The  available  funds  for  the  sujtport  of  the  schools  of  this  township 
were,  in  April  last,  $1071.67,  which  amount  was  delivered  to  me  by 
my  predecessor,  Jas.  S.  Sandford,  Esqr.  The  State  appropriat'rn 
amounts  to  $198.21 ;  total  SI, 269.98.  Of  this  amount  I  have  disbursed 
for  salaries  of  teachers  and  repairs  of  school  buildimrs  the  sum  of 
$10o8.46.  leaving  in  my  hands  at  present  a  balance  of  $231.52.  The 
sum  of  $1303.00,  to  be  raised  by  tixition  for  the  support  of  our 
^schools  will  be  due  towards  the  end  of  this  month. 

Of  the  five  schools  of  our  township,  four  are  in  active  opisrat'on 
and  have  been  so  during  nearly  the  entire  year.  The  school  of  Dis- 
trict No.  3,  has  been  without  a  teacher  since  July  last,  notwithstand- 
ing my  earnest  efforts  to  induce  the  inhibltants  to  secure  without  de- 
lay the  services  of  another  teacher.  More  than  sixty  children  are 
thus  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  a  school.  Want  of  suTicii  n': 
funds  and  the  reluctance  of  the  people  to  impose  on  th3m^olve3  a 
school  tix,  however  small,  is  pleaded  as  an  excuse. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  with  this  single  exc?ptioa,  our  public 
schools  are  well  attended ;  there  is  a  decided  improvement  both  in 
teachers  and  pupils.  My  only  regret  is  that  there  is  so  much  lulce- 
■warmnesi  on  the  part  of  the  trustees.  The  teachers  of  the  five  pub- 
lic schools  report  only  nine  visits  of  trustees  during  the  whole  year. 
Two  schools  have  never  been  visited  by  the  trustees  and  the  pupils 
scarcely  know  of  the  existence  of  such  individuals.  This  is  trulv  dis- 
couraging both  to  teachers  and  to  pupils  and  the  sooner  this  office  is 
abolished,  the  better  both  for  the  trustees  anrl  the  schools.  If  the 
latter  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  it  is  certainly  no  merit  of  the 
trustees. 

The  teachers  themselves  are  faithful  and  zealous  in  the  discharge 
of  their  arduous  labors  and  no  part  of  my  o^cial  duties  has  aflbrded 
me  more  satisfaction  than  my  intercourse  with  them.     Two  of  them 
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are  natives  of  the  ^^tate  of  New  Hampshire;  one  of  thorn  is  a  teacher 
of  24  years'  experience ;  the  other,  though  still  young  in  the  art  of 
teachiii'^-,  is  quite  competent  to  mnnnge  the  largest  school  of  our 
township.  The  princiiKil  of  Pul)lic  i^chool,  No.  4,  is  a  native  of  Lon- 
don, England,  and  has  been  ena-nged  in  teaching  nir.e  years  in  this 
country.  He  is  a  gcntlcnifin  of  much  ability  {ind  a  good  discij-lina- 
rian.  The  two  female  teachers  are  natives  of  this  State  and  deserv- 
edly populai-  in  their  respective  schools. 

Three  of  the  districts  have  good  and  comfortable  school-houses. 
The  trustees  of  Distiict  No.  2  deserve  great  praise  for  the  taste  and 
liberality  displayed  in  the  erection  of  their  school-house. 

I  have  lost  no  o])portunity  of  imjnessing  I'.pon  the  trustees  of  the 
other  districts  the  absolute  iiccessity  of  devoting  a  little  mnre  atten- 
tion and  money  to  their  school-buildings,  which,  instead  of  being  the 
])ride  of  the  community  in  which  they  are  situated,  rather  have  the 
appcai-ance  of  desolate  shanties  than  of  homes  for  the  education  of 
their  children. 

j\lany  of  tlie  teachers  complnin,  and  justly,  of  the  difriculties  they 
have  to  contend  with  in  teaching,  arising  from  a  vant  of  uniforniity 
in  the  text-books.  By  referring  to  the  subjoined  list  of  the  several 
class  books  used  in  our  schools  you  will  become  convinced  that  some 
means  should  be  adopted  to  rejnedy  this  evil.  The  following  are  the 
hcoks  used  in  our  schools:  Willson's  Readers  (from  the  second  to  the 
fifth  inclusive);  Sandeis'  S'eiics  from  the  Primer  to  tlie  fourth  inclu- 
sive; Town's  Speller  and  Definer;  Sanders'  and  Webster's  Spellers; 
Weld's  Parsing  Book;  Finneo's,  Snritli's  and  Brown's  Grammars; 
Greenleaf's  National  Arithmetic;  Thompson's  and  Colburn's  Arith- 
metic; Colton's  and  Fitch's  Introductory  Geography;  Pierson's 
Geographical  Questions;  Cornell's  Giammer  School  Geograjdiy : 
Monttdth's  Manual  of  Geography;  Thompson's  Day's  Algebra;  Cut- 
ters Physioloo'v,  and  Peterson's  Familiar  Science. 

In  several  schools  vocal  music  and  occasional  exercises  in  declama- 
tion have  been  introduced  v.ith  gi-atifying  results. 

With  scarcely  a  single  exception,  I  consider  the  play-grounds 
attached  to  our  ichools  insufficient  and  their  conti-acted  dimensions 
show  a  sad  want  of  judgment  and  much  ill-applied  pai'simony.  It 
is  liigh  time  that  people  should  abandon  the  preconceived  notion, 
that  any  spot  of  ground,  however  low  and  pioor,  will  answer  for  a 
play-giour.d  of  the  children  of  our  public  schools. 

Altlion<ih  the  salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  of  our  township  com- 
pare perhaps  favorably  with  those  paid  in  other  paits  of  the  State^ 
still  they  are  not  what  they  should  be,  especially  those  of  our  female 
teachers.  While  the  cost  of  nearly  all  the  necessaries  of  life  have 
advanced  more  than  200  per  centum  and  the  wages  of  every  laborer 
throughout  the  land  considcrablv  incieased,  not  even  the  smallest 
pittance  has  been  added  to  the  inadequate  v.-ages  of  our  teachers. 
It  is  a  disgi-ace,  a  crying  shame  to  the  intelligence  of  our  people,  a 
lasting  reproach  upon  our  school  system  and  an  injury  to  the  interests 
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of  our  State  to  allow  these  fnifliful,  hard-working  laborers  in  the 
cause  of  education  scarcely  sufficient  compensation  to  keep  want  from 
their  doors,  I  would  suggest  to  the  proper  authorities  the  pi-oprit'tj 
of  building  hereafter  no  school  houses  in  the  State  unless  they  have 
adjoining  them  a  house  sufficient  for  tlie  accommo  lation  of  the  teacher 
and  his  family.  Such  a  plan,  if  universally  adopted,  would,  in  mr 
opinion,  obviate  one  of  the  principal  difficulties  of  obtaining  and 
retaining  good  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  present 
school  system  of  our  State  does  not  entirely  meet  the  wants  of  our 
people,  and  J  hope  that  you  will  spare  no  effort  to  urge  upon  the 
Legislature  of  JSew  Jersey  the  necessity  of  providing  a  uniform  system 
of  free  schools  thi'oughout  the  State,  such  as  has  been  adopted  during; 
the  prosent  year  in  Maryland.  It  is  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  the 
people  that  the  system  of  education  is  narrowed  and  shrivelled  by  the 
practice  of  local  and  special  legislation — the  sufdnencss  or  false 
economy  of  particular  counties  l)eing  suffered  to  dv\-arf  the  standard 
and  reduce  the  means  of  general  education.  All  this  ean  only  be 
remedied  by  requiring  the  Legislature  to  adopt  a  uniform  system, 
and  by  the  special  prohil)ition  against  passing  special  or  local  laws 
for  the  support  of  public  schools,  the  preservation  of  school  funds, 
and  the  location  and  regulation  of  school-houses. 

A  marked  feature  in  the  new  school  law  of  Maryland,  and  one  to 
•which  J  invite  special  attention,  is  the  small  number  of  school  oiiicers. 
There  are  no  local  trustees  or  committee-men.  My  experience  is, 
that  a  small  numlier  of  men  manage  schools  b,etter  than  a  large  num- 
ber. When  you  have  a  board  of  di]'e(?tors  foi-  each  school,  you  will 
Iiave  as  many  systems  of  instruction  as  you  have  schools,  and  where 
teachers  are  appointed  by  the  local  boards,  many  selections  will  be 
made  of  persons  badly  qualified,  sons  or  daughters  of  the  di]"ectors  or 
some  relatives. 

It  seems  to  be  no  longer  a  mooted  question  that  free  schools  are 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  education  of  the  masses.  Colleges  and 
academies  aflbrd  education  to  the  children  of  the  wealthy  parents, 
but  the  great  majo)-ity  of  our  children  cannot  reUch  these  institutions. 

It  has  l)een  truly  said  "  that  we  are  what  we  are  as  a  community 
largely  ])y  virtue  of  our  connnon  schools  ;  and  were  not  lower  interests 
and  trifling  causes  permitted  to  force  themselves  in  and  deprive  so 
many  of  our  youth  of  the  advantages  of  tlie  great  educational  princi- 
ples which  are  open  for  them,  vre  should  not  be  merely  what  we  are, 
but  our  character  would  be  altogether  higher." 

Leaving  this  important  subject  to  wiser  heads  and  abler  hands,  and 
trusting  that  you  will  not  tire  in  your  efforts  to  accomplish  the  much 
needed  reform  of  our  present  school  system,  I  have  the  honor  to 
remain,  dear  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THEODORE  BLUME, 
Town  SuperiniendenL 
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GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 


CLAYTON. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Ihrrison^—TtEAU  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inst  question  re- 
spectin<2:  in}-  views  as  to  the  proixross  of  public  education  in  my  town- 
ship, I  have  nothing:  very  encouraginfr  to  report.  My  honest  belief 
is  that  taking  the  schools  of  the  township  to'^ether  there  has  been  but 
little  advancement  during  the  year  past.  You  will  see  by  comparing 
the  whole  number  of  cliikli-en  who  have  attended  school  with  the 
whole  number  in  tlie  township,  that  there  has  been  a  fair  attendar.ce 
with  regard  to  numbers.  But  wlicn  you  compare  them  with  their 
time  in  attendance,  you  will  pei-ceive  a  great  want  of  punctuality; 
which  is  one  of  the  causes  that  there  has  been  no  more  advancement 
made.  It  is  my  belief  that  we  need  a  more  thorough  public  school 
system'.  We  need  more  efficient  school  officers,  them  that  are  better 
qualilied  for  their  ]K)sitions. 

Wq  need  better  teachers,  more  thorough  disciplinai'ians.  Li  this 
last  qualification  there  appears  to  be  a  great  dcficiancy  ;  particularh' 
in  the  prinmry  departments.  How  are  t):ese  difficulties  to  be  re- 
moved ?  A  teacher  in  order  to  be  sufficiently  competent  must  spend 
several  years  of  his  life  in  preparation,  having  tliat  particular  object 
in  view  ;  and  at  a  heavy  expense.  Then  how  can  he  afi'ord  to  teach 
for  the  present  salaries?  Now,  to  get  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  the  peo- 
ple must  be  willing  to  pay  more :  must  feel  moi-e  interest  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  rising  generation.  When  we  can  get  them  to  feel  thus, 
Ve  can  employ  teachers  that  have  been  taught  how  to  teach ;  then  I 
believe  we  will  see  thxi  progress  making  which  we  so  much  desire. 
Very  rcspcctfidiy  yours, 

P>.  F.  HARDING. 


«kep:nwich. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  defining  the  duties 
of  town  superintendent  of  public  schools,  I  herewith  transmit  my  re- 
port of  the  number,  state  and  condition  of  the  public  schools  in  this 
township. 

There  are  five  school  houses  in  tlie  township,  three  of  which  are  in 
good  condition.  Nos  2  and  4  are  Iniilt  of  brick,  have  each  two  rooms 
and  are  supplied  with  proper  furniture  and  apparatus.  No.  1  is 
built  of  stone  and  has  but  one  room.  Nos.  3  and  5  arc  built  of  frame 
and  have  each  but  one  I'oom.  The  school  houses  all  have  play 
grounds  attached. 

Tlie  books  most  in  use  are  BonsaFs  edition  of  Comly's  Spelling 
Rook,  Sander's  series  of  Readers,  Mitchell's  Geography,  Gould 
Brown's  Institutes  of  Grammar,  and  Davies'  Arithmetic  and  Algebra. 


452  SCBOOL  llEPORT. 

While  these  are  the  books  most  used  there  are  others  iu  use  of 
ahuost  every  variety,  whose  name  is  legion. 

The  num iter  of  scliolai-s  tauglit  in  these  schools  is  about  six  hun- 

The  terms  of  tuition  range  fi  om  4  to  7  cts.  per  day  according  to 
the  studies  of  the  jiupils.  The  schools  are  kept  open  about  ten  mouths 
in  the  year.  The  money  received  for  schooling  purposes  amounts  to 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents,  derived 
from  the  following  sources  : 

State  appropj-iations $244  62 

Interest  on  Surplus  Eevenue 126  27 

Townsln'p  appruj)riation 80    00 

§1170  89 

Which  has  been  apportioned  to  tlie  several  districts  according  to 
the  number  of  children  returned. 

I  am  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  l)ut  little  interest  is  manifested 
by  the  inhabitants  in  the  sulyect  of  education.  The  trustees  seldom 
visit  the  schools,  and  the  parents,  I  might  almost  say,  never  do.  The 
schools  src  thus  left  entirely  to  the  control  of  the  teachers,  and  they 
seldom  receive  encouragement  or  advice  from  any  one. 

The  teachers,  so  far  as  I  have  had  opportunities  of  jutlging,  en- 
deavour to  do  their  whole  duty  but  are  met  at  the  very  tlireshold  by 
many  eml)arrasmonts.  Among  the  chief  of  these  are  the  irregular 
attendance  of  pupils  and  the  dilferent  varieties  of  text  books  that 
they  lind  in  the  schools.  Even  where  the  woi'ks  of  a  single  autiior 
are  in  use  the  avaricious  propensities  of  the  author  prompt  him  to  bo 
continually  getting  up  new  editions  with  variations  which  however 
slight  they  may  seem  to  the  author  are  sources  of  great  embarrasment 
to  the  tea(.-her.  frequently  compelling  him  either  to  divide  his  classes 
or  to  make  ap]»lication  to  parents  to  ])rocure  new  books  for  their 
children. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  with  Sanders"  and  Brown's  Grammar. 
If  authors  cannot  better  restrain  these  avaricious  propensities  it 
would  seem  to  me  but  a  just  retribution  that  their  works  should  be 
proliibited  by  statue  from  being  used  in  our  public  schools.  A  better 
remedy  however  r  think  miglit  be  found  if  the  Legislature  would 
authorize  the  State  Superintendent  to  adopt  a  uniform  series  of  text 
books  to  be  used  in  all  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  or  better  still 
if  they  would  furnish  all  the  schools  with  text  books  at  the  State's 
expense. 

To  provide  a  remedy  for  the  irregular  attendance  of  pupils  would 
seem  to  be  a  more  diihcult  matter,  and  yet  to  my  mind  it  is  clear,  that 
if  the  State,  at  great  trouble  and  expense,  makes  provision  for  the 
education  of  each  one  of  Iier  cliildren,  she  has  a  perfect  right  to  re- 
quire that  parents  make  use  of  tliose  means  thus  provided. 

The  opinion  I  have  formed  from  the  very  limited  experience  I  have 
had  in  such  matters,  is,  that  the  State  should  furnish  books  and  tui- 
tion to  every   child    free  of  expense  to  the  parent,    and  that   the 
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parent  should  be  re(|uire;l  by  law  to  soiul  liis  cliildi'on  to  school  such 
pci'iod  of  time  each  year  as  the  judgmciit  of  the  legislature  may 
afipoint. 

it  miulit  not  be  judicious  to  enter  upon  such  a  course  at  the  present 
time,  while  the  people  are  so  oppressed  with  the  heavy  expense  which 
was  necessary  t'o  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  late  war,  but  I 
think  every  lover  of  free  education  will  join  mo  in  the  wish  that  such 
a  measure  may  not  he  delayed  one  moment  longer  than  necessity  re- 
(piires.  as  the  experience  of  other  .States  where  s!u;]i  a  course  has  been 
pursued  proves  it  to  be  eminently  proiluctive  of  public  good. 
Yours  ti'ulv. 

CHA.S.  W.  WILKINS, 
Toum  Superintendent. 


DEPTFORI). 

Our  public  scliools  are  now  in  a  better  condition  than  at  any  for- 
mer time  since  my  connection  with  them;  I  think  there  is  an  increas- 
ing intererest  on  the  part  of  parents ;  yet  there  is  great  need  of  a 
more  thorough  awakening  to  the  importance  of  education,  and  a  de- 
termination on  the  part  of  parents  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our 
schools. 

In  explanation  of  the  small  num')er  attending  the  public  schools, 
it  is  proper  to  remark  that  we  have  three  parts  of  districts,  contain- 
ing 111  children,  two  organized  schools  reporting  105  children,  and  a 
private  school  with  CO  children  in  attendance,  none  of  which  are  in- 
cluded in  the  number  as  having. attended  school. 
The  public  money  has  been  used  as  follows : 

Paid  to  teachers  of  free  schools S2,123  04 

••    schools  not  free 904  07 

"      to  trustees  o?  organized  schools 235  77 

''      to  teachers  of  colored  school —        70  00 

"      for  fuel  and  repairs 336  41 

$3,670  19 
Respectfullv  thv  fj-iend,  _^ 

P.  I.  LORD. 


MANTUA. 

The  schools  in  this  township,  six  in  number,  are  for  the  most  part 
in  a  prosperous  condition ;  ana  with  the  exception  of  one.  have  been 
more  largely  attended  than  usual.  The  school  houses  are  pretty 
comfortable  (one  excepted),  and  all  furnished  with  black  boards, 
maps,  <fcc.,  Sanders'  school  books  being  generally  used.  -r'?*-^ 

The  branches  taught  em])race  what  mav  be  termed  a  good  Eno-lish 
30 
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ediicntion.  Our  teachers,  with  perhaps  one  exception,  on  account  of  a 
late  change,  are  examined  and  licensed,  and  pretty  well  qualified  for 
their  various  duties,  and  furnish  registers  nearly  according  to  law. 

The  schools  liave  all  been  visited  l)y  the  town  superintendent,  and 
in  some  cases  ])y  the  trustees,  hut  not  so  generally  as  would  he  pro- 
firaltle.  and  I  would  suggest  occasional  visits  to  schools  liy  parents, 
guai'dians,  trustees  and  others,  all  intei-ested  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, acting  as  a  stinuilus  to  lioth  teacher  and  jnipils. 

1  have  endeavored  to  answer  the  (juestions  in  Series  Xos.  1  and  2, 
•furnished  l»y  our  worthy  State  Su[)erintendent,  as  directed. 

WM.  HAINES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HUDSON  COUNTY 


WEST    KOBOKEX. 


Having  answered  most  of  the  questions  asked  in  your  Series  Nos. 
1  and  2,  there  remains  but  little  more  to  report.  The  aim  of  every 
community  should  be  to  aid  every  eflt'ort  made  for  the  advancement 
of  popular  education.  To  do  this,  the  first  duty  of  school  officers 
should  be  to  employ  comjjetent  and  eincient  persons  as  teachers,  who 
will  discharge  their  duties  energetically,  firmly,  and  who  will  also 
take  an  iutei-est  in  the  welfare  of  their  pupils.  Our  public  school 
5=y.-tem  should  be  free  from  party  politics  and  sectional  strife:  the 
system  will  thus  claim  the  attention  and  support* of  every  individual 
member  of  the  couimunity. 

Our  schools  are  in  as  prosperous  condition  as  the  circumstances  by 
which  we  are  surrounded  will  {  erniit.  Our  school  buildings  are  not 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  township.  AVhen  I  made  my  last  annual 
report,  I  was  ho])ing  on  this  occasion  to  report  that  a  new  and  com- 
modious sti'ucture  would  be  in  the  process  of  erection;  so  that  on 
future  occasions,  myself  or  my  successor  would  not  be  necessitated  to 
urge  upon  the  ])eople  a  Avant  which  is  so  sevei-ely  felt  by  all  interested 
in  the  cause  of  education.  A  law  was  enacted  at  the  last  session  of 
the  State  Legislature,  ennbling  our  trustees  to  issue  ])onds  to  the 
amount  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new 
school  building,  iloney,  then,  is  the  chief  reqiiisite,  and  if  our  people 
will  sacrifice  a  little  at  the  shrine  of  learning,  another  link  will  bo 
added  to  the  vast  improvemicnts  our  township  has  been  making  for 
the  last  few  years;  but  I  regret  to  say,  unpalatable  as  the  truth  may- 
be, that  while  our  township  is  advancing  with  rapid  strides  in  archi- 
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tectural  effects  and  scenic  beauties,  magnificent  residences  and  splen- 
did man.sit)i!S  dottinf^  the  hciglits,  overlooking  the  vast  emjjire  city, 
yet  the  interest  manifested  in  behalf  of  our  public  schools  has  not 
kept  pace  with  odi-  wonderful  growth.  I  trust  the  good  sense  and 
wise  discrimination  of  the  people  Mill  remedy  this  evil  of  which  we 
liave  such  manifest  reason  to  complain,  and  before  another  year  will 
pass,  we  will  be  able  to  point  with  just  and  commendable  pride  to 
such  a  rapid  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education  in  this  township, 
a.s  will  leave  it  second  to  none  in  the  .State. 
Yours  trulv, 

THOMAS  KEYNTON, 

Town  Svperintendent. 


HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 

BETHLEHEM. 

There  are  thirteen  nominal  districts  in  this  township;  six  own  their 
houses,  one  hires  a  house,  and  one  never  had  any  house,  sending  the 
children  to  the  adjoining  districts.  This  was  for  some  time  a  small 
fraction ;  when  the  raili-oad  with  a  depot  macliiue  shop  and  several 
other  buildings  In-ought  into  it  a  large  and  increasing  population,  ft 
was  organized  into  a  district,  and  several  efforts  made  to  build  a 
house,  which  for  several  causes  has  always  failed.  The  remaining  five 
are  fractional  ones  annexed  to  the  adjoining  townships. 

Mountain  district:  some  dissatisfaction  has  existed  here  respecting 
the  election  of  trustees  and  teachers ;  consequently  tlio  school  has  not 
prospered  and  has  been  closed  for  this  year. 

Vansyckcl  district:  the  trustees  would  not  hire  a  house  before  fall 
and  the  school  has  just  commenced,  with  a  popular  teacher  and  an 
increasing  interest. 

Hickory  and  Charlcstown  Districts :  both  schools  are  in  a  verv 
prosperous  state  ;  the  first  has  made  the  greater  im])rovement,  in  spell- 
ing, w.-iting  and  reading;  and  tlie  latter  in  defining,  mental  arith- 
metic, geou-raphy  and  grammar;  both  are  good  in  practical  arith- 
metic and  have  been  o])en  four  quarters,  having  raised  by  subscription 
sums  more  than  cipial  to  the  free  money. 

South  Asl)ury:  there  has  been  good  improvemedt,  by  a  more  reo-- 
nlar  and'  greater  average  attendance;  when  visited,  moreVere  present 
and  1)cttei-  lessons  and  order,  than  formerly. 

Bethlehem  district:  this  is  the  highest  advanced  and  best  con- 
ducted school   in   the  township;   last  April  some  advanced   pupils 
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of  the  school  having;  finished  their  school  education,  a  yoiin.a:er  and 
less  advanced  set  have  been  attendini^  since ;  a  female  teacher  was 
engaged  for  the  summer  term,  and  a  male  teacher  lias  been  engaged  for 
the  winter.  The  school  though  improving  does  not  rank  as  high  as  it 
did  last  spring ;  the  present  experienced  teacher  is  trying  with  some 
encouraging  success,  to  make  these  young  pupils  equal,  if  not  superior 
to  those  wlio  have  lef f. 

Bloomsbury  district:  tlicre  has  been  built  at  a  cost  of  $1,000  a 
school  house,  calculated  for  two  schools.  Avliich  has  rather  an  uncoutli 
appearance  as  you  approach  it,  but  on  entering,  the  modern  in;prove- 
ments  have  a  more  beautiful  and  better  appearance ;  a  larger  space 
for  recitations  and  cloak  rooms  would  make  it  more  convenient;  as 
it  is,  it  is  a  great  improvement,  and  very  creditable  to  the  district. 

The  school  opened  in  August  for  the  first  time  in  nenrly  a  year, 
with  a  principal  and  assistant,  who  did  not  harmonize,  and  the  assist- 
ant soon  quit,  and  the  piincipal,  at  the  close  of* the  quarter,  reported 
an  avei-age  attendance  of  ninety-four  jiupils  and  good  improvement. 
Miss  McCormac,  an  interesting  and  promising  teacher,  assisted  for  a 
short  time ;  during  the  vacation  she  Avas  taken  sick  and  died  in  a  few 
days,  being  highly  esteemed  and  her  death  laniented  by  all  her  ac- 
quaintance. 

A  very  popular  and  successful  teacher,  with  an  assistant,  has  charge 
of  the  school  now,  which  ought  soon  to  be  the  best  in  the  township. 
The  answers  to  your  first  series  of  questions  will  show  the  financial 
state  of  the  schools;  the  second  series  has  not  been  received  ;  should 
I  receive  it  in  time  I  will  answer  the  questions.;  as  usual  one-fourth  of 
the  pupils,  in  consequence  of  two  schools  being  so  long  vacant,  will 
/lave  attended  onlv  one,  or  less  than  one-quarter. 

JOHN  D.  McMURPHY. 

Town  Superintendent, 


LAMBERTVILLE. 

The  schools  of  Lambertvillc  are  amply  provided  for  as  regards 
funds,  teachers  and  l)uildings,  and  the  attendance  though  not  as  good 
as  might  be,  is  commendable. 

Out  of  a  population  of  over  3,000  there  are  8G0  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  18  years.  There  is  an  appropriation  from  the  State 
of  $326  52  and  from  the  town  $2,000  for  teaching,  making  the  schools 
entirely  free  from  all  who  are  disposed  to  patronize  them,  and  in  ad- 
dition there  is  an  appropriation  of  i?750  to  schools  which  are  partly 
free  through  this  appropriation ;  and  to  these  latter  schools  there  is 
paid  bv  the  emplovers  about  $1,250  more,  making  in  all  for  school 
purposes  $4,326  52. 

The  schools  are  conducted  on  the  most  improved  plan.  The 
Public  School  has  a  principal,  James  M.  Robinson,  with  a  salary 
of  S800  per  annum,  and  five  female  teachers  with  salaries  ranging 
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from  $312  down  to  $270.  There  arc  five  otlier  schools,  of  which  the 
Catholic  is  the  Jarg'est,  and  has  one  male  and  one  female  teacher ;  the 
remiining  four  have  but  one  teacher  each.  The  school  year  is  di- 
vided by  all  the  schools  into  four  quarters,  of  about  eleven  weeks 
each,  giving  a  vacation  of  eight  weeks — from  the  middle  of  July  to 
the  same  in  Septeml)er. 

For  the  public  school  there  is  one  large  building  on  spacious  grounds, 
in  a  retired  part  of  the  town,  with  several  apartments  for  tlie  accom- 
niodntion  of  each  department  and  its  classes,  with  recitation  rooms 
adjoining.  The  other  schools  are  kept  in  buildings  well  calculated 
for  that  purpose  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

Three  of  the  above  name;!  schools  are  mainly  supplied  by  children  • 
from  five  to  seven  years  old,  and  to  a  great  extent  relieves  the  main 
school  of  quite  a  burden,  and  at  the  same  time  in  those  juvenile  classes 
the  teachers  have  many  advantages. 

The  legal  school  registry  has  been  kept  and  accounts  rendered  ;  the 
schools  have  been  visited  and  the  teachers  licensed.  The  debt  on  the 
public  school  property,  of  several  thousand  dollars,  has  been  annually 
canceling  and  is  now  nearly  liquidated. 

G.  H.  LARISON,  M.  I)., 

Town  Sup:rintendent.^ 


MERCER  COUNTY. 

PPJNCETON    TOWxVSHIP. 

In  presenting  my  annual  report,  the  only  fact  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools  of  the  township  that  I  deem  woi-thy  of  special  no- 
tice, is,  the  flourishing  condition  of  the  graded  school  in  the  borough 
of  Princeton. 

This  school  was  organized  some  eiglit  years  ago,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  one  male  and  one  female  teacher  from  the  State  Normal 
School.  The  number  of  pupils  during  the  first  year  was  about  100. 
A  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  capable  of  accommodat- 
ing about  250  pupils.  This,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  abundantly 
sufficient  for  the  wants*of  the  school  for  many  years  to  come.  The 
number  of  pupils  gradually  increased  to  about  150,  and  two  ad- 
ditional female  teachers  from  the  Normal  School  were  procured.  The 
school  did  not  advance  much  beyond  this  point  until  last  year,  wdion 
the  number  of  pupils  increased  to  about  200,  rendering  an  additional 
teacher  necessary.  During  the  present  year  the  num')er  of  pupils  has 
reached  2G9,  rendering  necessary  the  election  of  still  another  teacher; 
our-present  building,  containing  six  department  rooms,  each  capable 
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©"accommodating  about  50  pupils,  is  therefore  already  filled  to  its 
utmost  capacity. 

The  estimation  in  which  the  school  is  held  by  our  community  is- 
shown,  not  only  by  the  large  increase  in  tlie  numlier  of  pupils  from 
the  boi'ough  district,  but  even  more  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  chil- 
dren from  the  adjacent  districts  attend  the  school — their  parents  or 
guardians  paying  liberally  for  the  privilege. 

The  prosperity  of  our  school  is  but  another  illustration  of  tlie  incal- 
culable benefit  which  the  Normal  School  at  Trenton  is  conferring 
upon  the  State.  Whilst,  of  course,  the  present  prosperous  condition  of 
the  school  is  largely  due  to  the  personal  character  of  the  principal 
and  his  corps  of  efficient  assistants,  it  is  due  to  the  State  Normal 
School  to  say,  that  since  the  organization  of  our  school  we  have  re- 
ceived all  our  teachers  from  that  institution — some  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen—and without  an  exception  they  have  been  found  well  qualified 
for  their  work. 

It  is  also  proper  to  mention  that  the  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  pupils  during  the  past  two  years,  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to^ 
the  introduction  of  the  "object  system"  of  teaching  in  the  two  lower 
departments.  Whatever  questions  there  may  be  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  this  system  can,  with  advantage,  be  carried,  there  can  be  no 
uoul)t  that  it  is  the  proper  system  for  the  younger  pupils,  and  no 
teacher  of  a  public  school  sliould  regard  his  preparation  for  his  work 
complete  until  i,e  has  made  himself  to  some  extent  familiar  with  its 
methods. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  that  the  superior  educational  advantages 
now  enjoyed  by  the  children  of  Princeton,  are  furnished  at  a  cost  but 
little  exceeding  that  previously  expended  by  the  district  for  common 
school  education,  tlie  present  school  being  supported  almost  entirely 
by  the  amount  received  by  the  district  from  the  State  and  township 
appropriation. 

JOHN  T.  DUFFIELDS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WEST    WINDSOR. 

This  township  is  composed  of  four  whole  districts,  and  four  pirts, 
taken  from  Middlesex,  East  Windsor,  Washington  and  Lawrence 
townships.  We  have  four  excellent  school  houses,  three  of  inferior 
style,  one  rented ;  have  in  contemplation  the  (frection  of  a  new  build- 
ing the  coming  year;  the  teachers  have  been  excellent;  the  trustees 
and  employees  take  very  little  interest  in  school  aftairs  in  our  town- 
ship; they  have  been  burthened  with  heavy  taxes,  which  accounts  jn 
a  great  measure  for  the  inattention  of  many  in  our  public  school  affaii's. 
I  shall  leave  the  township  the  first  of  A]>ril  ensuing;  were  I  to  re- 
main in  the  township  I  should  try  to  l)ring  about  a  greater  interest  in 
ourpublic  school  system  than  is  now  manifested  in  West  Windsor..  Y  ou 
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Imve  my  best  Avislics   for  the  Piiccesi?  and  pro?i)Crity  of  the  public 
school  system  under  vour  Superintendence. 

AMOS  MARTIN, 
Town  Superintendents 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


IIETUCIIIN. 


In  compliance  v^*lth  the  law,  the  following  report  ot  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  township  of  Woodliridge  is  respectfully  submitted. 
The  number  of  children  in  the  township,  is  eleven  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  lieing  an  increase  over  that  of  tlie  f)revious  year  of  forty-three. 
Our  township  raised  by  tax  two  dollars  per  scholar,  M'hich  will  be  for 
the  township  $2,336  ;  received  from  the  State  $429.77  ;  interest  on 
surplus  revenue  $89;  interest  from  township  fund  $280;  special  tax  in 
Jefferson  school  district  $489.60;  raised  by  subscri})tion  in  live  dis- 
tricts about  $400; — sum  total  for  Fcl.ool  purposes  $4,010.33.  The 
number  of  children  attending  public  schools,  is  four  hundred  and 
ninety-seven.  But  the  actual  num])er  attending  school  is  much 
larger,  as  we  have  four  private  schools  in  the  township.  A  majority 
of  the  schools  have  been  open  for  the  year.  Only  one  for  a  less 
period  than  six  months,  and  that  one  has  been  closed  for  the  entire 
year.  But  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  will  be  opened  next  Monday. 
Our  school  houses  are  all  in  good  repair,  except  four.  Three  of  the 
schools  have  been  taught  l)y  males,  and  ten  l)y  females.  The  average 
salary  of  male  teachers  is  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  j.er  quar- 
ter, that  of  females  seventy.  There  have  bean  some  changes  in  teachers, 
but  the  most  of  them  are  the  same  as  last  year,  and  appear  to  give 
general  satisfaction. 

LUTHER  J.  TAPPEN, 

Tow7i  Superintendent. 


PISCATAWAY. 

The  schools  in  this  township  have  been  conducted  for  the  most 
part  during  the  year  past  with  efficiency  and  success.  Tlio  greatest 
difficulty  experienced  has  been  in  obtaining  suitable  boarding  places 
for  t!ie  teachers.  In  some  districts  no  convenient  places  could  be 
obtained  for  any  reasonable  sum,  and  in  others  the  prices  asked  were 
too  hio;h  for  the  teachers'  wages.     For  this  reason  there  has  been 
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much  difficulty  in  obtaining  and  retaining  teachers.  There  are,  how. 
ever,  at  present  a  better  class  of  teachers  employed  than  at  any 
former  period  within  mj  knowledge.  Teachers  are  generally  doing 
well  for  their  schools,  and  the  standard  of  education  is  sensibly  higher 
than  a  year  ago.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  giye  a  still  more  encourag- 
ing report  for  the  year  to  come. 

Terv  rcfpcctfuilv. 

R.  C.  ROGERS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


EAST    BRUNSWICK. 

I  am  a  little  behind  with  my  second  report,  l>ut  circumstances 
be3'ond  my  control  must  be  my  excuse.  I  hyve  not  much  to  say — in 
fact,  not  anything.  I  think  if  our  school  law  could  be  altered,  or 
modified,  in  the  manner  we  were  speaking  of,  and,  as  I  suggested  in 
my  last  report,  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  our  schools. 

Our  schools  (as  you  v/ill  see  by  the  returns),  are  iraproying,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so,  if  they  are  properly  managed.  You  promised 
to  visit  me,  and  some  of  my  schools,  last  month  (November),  how  is 
it  that  you  have  failed  to  keep  your  promise  ?  1  shall  expect  to  see 
you  soon. 

Yours  with  respect. 

WM.  A.  APPLEBY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


ROUTH    AMBOY. 

I  cannot  report  much  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  rural  districts  of  this  township. 

They  remain,  for  the  most  part,  the  same  from  year  to  year,  except- 
ing an  occasional  "  wake  up,"  in  the  alteration  of  a  district.  In  one 
snch  case  a  new  honse  has  1)een  erected,  with  the  modern  improve- 
ments, and  one  other  is  in  course  of  erection. 

The  advancement  in  many  of  these  districts  is  slow,  in  part  owing 
to  a  disposition  among  the  people  to  keep  their  children  employed 
at  some  kind  of  labor  during  the  summer,  and  to  send  them  to  school 
during  the  fall  and  winter  months,  hence  such  schools  are  not  kept 
open  more  than  six  months  of  the  year.  Add  to  this  the  remoteness 
of  the  school  room  to  many  of  the  children  ;  the  unfavorable  condi- 
tion of  the  roads,  and  the  weather  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
further  oljjection,  generally,  to  tlie  raising  of  any  additional  money, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  cause  of  education  languishes  in 
manj^  of  these  districts. 

A  few  of  the  school  houses  are  in  great  need  of  repair,  and  I  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  trustees  to  these  facts.     In  the  village  of 
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South  Amboy  the  schools  and  school  houses  are  marked  exceptions  to 
those  above. 

Eight  hundred  and  three  chihb-eu  are  reported  from  that  village 
alone,  and  as  a  matter  of  course  the  schools  ai'e  better  attended,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  may  be  expected  to  be  better  taught. 

I  filled  u])  the  blank  report  which  came  in  my  hands,  as  nearly  cor- 
rect as  1  could,  although  I  may  have  misapprcliended  question  seven. 
I  meant  that  about  two  thousand  dollars,  additional  to  the  money  paid 
in,  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools  open  the  year  round.  In 
correcting  my  answer  according  to  the  best  information  at  hand,  I  do 
not  know  of  any  "  amount  received  from  tuition  fees"  in  those  districts 
not  fi-ee,  and  one  only  is  reported  free;  if  there  be  any  money  thus 
collected,  the  amount  is  quite  small. 

The  teachers  are  all  quite  competent,  and  I  hear  of  no  complaint 
against  the  working  of  the  system,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  cause  will  be  felt  and  taken  by  the  people  at 
no  distant  day. 

RespectfuUv  submitted. 

.1.  J.  TEX  EYCK, 
Acting  School  Comraittee'inan. 

SOUTH    BRUNSWICK. 

The  time  has  arrived  for  making  my  annual  report  of  common 
schools  to  the  State  Superintendent.  The  blanks  you  sent  me  I  filled 
up  with  as  much  accuracy  as  circumstances  would  permit.  The 
amount  of  money  apportioned  this  year  tg  the  eighteen  diflerent  dis- 
tricts I  mentioned,  in  filling  up  the  circular  3-ou  sent  me,  which  was, 
from  State,  revenue  and  township,  three  thousand  fifty-six  dollars 
and  thirty-four  cents ;  only  the  first  State  apportionment  and  interest 
on  revenue  has  been  received ;  the  balance  is  now  wanted.  But  it 
appears  that  the  second  State  apportionment  is  kept  back,  as  well  as 
the  township  money,  much  retarding  the  prosperity  of  our  schools. 
Almost  every  debt  is  paid  by  the  collector  before  the  superintendent 
receives  any  money  to  pay  the  most  meritorious  of  all  men,  the  ne- 
glected and  faithful  teacher.  I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come  when 
an  arrangement  will  be  made  satisfactory  to  the  Avants  of  the 
j)eople.  One  new  school  house  has  been  erected  this  year  in  District 
No.  11,  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars.  All  the  schools  are  in 
operation  except  three.  Teachers  have  been  licensed  according  to 
law,  and  the  schools  are  in  as  prosperous  a  condition  as  can  be  ex- 
pected under  the  circumstances.  JIuch  could  l)e  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  but  the  time  Avill  not  admit.  Hoping  that  the  cause 
of  education  will  flourisli  in  spite  of  all  impediments,  will  ever  be  my 
earnest  desire. 

J.  J.  BULKELEY, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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MONROE    TOWNSHIP. 

In  compliance-  with  jour  request,  I  send  you  the  answers  to  series 
No.  2,  and  would  state  that  since  my  last  annual  report  no  very  im- 
portant changes  have  taken  place  in  regard  to  the  various  schools, 
the  majority  of  which  have  been  kept  open  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  and  supplied  by  competent  teachers,  each  having  a 
certificate  of  license.  The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  for  the 
use  of  scliools  is  t\vo thousand  dollars;  amount  received  from  the  State 
is  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents;  inter- 
est on  surplus  revenue  fifty-nine  dollars — total  amount  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents,  which  is 
not  sufficient  to  make  the  schools  free  during  the  year,  and  a. number  of 
the  teachers  being  paid  by  subscription  from  the  winter  session. 

I  think  this  difficulty  may  be  obviated  at  our  next  annual  town  meet- 
ing, provided  the  mnjority  of  voters  agi-ee  to  raise  the  sum  of  two 
tiiousand  five  hundred  dollars,  instead  of  two  thousand.  As  regards 
the  school  houses,  they  are  generally  in  very  comfortable  condition. 
There  is  no  regular  system  of  books,  and  consequently  one  of  a  hete- 
rogeneous character.  The  number  of  cliildren  in  the  township  as  re- 
ported hy  trustees  is  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four,  which 
number  exceeds  that  of  last  year  bv  fortv-three. 

Jx\MES  IVES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 

FREEHOLD, 

I  herewith  send  you  a  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this  township 
for  the  year  ending  December  15th,  18G5. 

School  has  been  kept  twelve  months,  allowance  being  made  for  va- 
cations, in  Districts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  7  and  11 ;  nine  months  in  No.  5, 
and  six  months  in  No.  6.  The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  town- 
ship, between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  as  reported  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  several  districts,  is  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one,  a  decrease  of  twenty-three  from  last  year.  Of  this  number  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  are  colored,  an  increase  of  eight  over  last 
year.  There  are  eight  entire  districts  in  this  township,  all  of  which 
are  supplied  with  good,  faithful  teachers. 

This  township  also  furnishes  parts  of  four  districts  in  adjoining 
townships. 

The  State,  county  and  township  money,  which  will  be  received 
during  the  winter,  v.'ill  be  sufficient  to  make  all  the  districts,  except 
one  or  two,  free  for  the  time  they  usually  keep  the  schools  open. 
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The  amount  ol"  money  paid  into  my  liands  since  the  15t]i  of  Dc- 
ceiaber  last,  by  Wm.  13  Sutphin,  townsiiip  collector,  is  $2,500  town- 
ship money,  raised  Ijy  tax  lor  school  purposes;  $105.12  State  money, 
and  $311.68  county  surplus  money;  all  of  which  has  been  appropri- 
ated to  the  several  disti-icts  as  follows  : 

District  jYo.  1 — Dutch  Lane. 

Heceived $214  24 

Paid  out 291  80 

Balance  overpaid - 77  56 

"        due  last  year 84  4i) 

"        now  due 6  92 

District  JVo.  2 — Freehold  Acudemy. 

Received $1,153  60 

Paid  out- - 1,090  6G 

Balance 62  94 

"        due  last  year r 12  15 

''        now  due 75  09 

District  JVo.  3 — J\Turp/>y's. 

Received - $433  60 

Paid  out 395  66 

Balance 37  94 

last  year 166  80 

'•        now  duo 204  74 

District  J\'^o.  4 — Loakerson's. 

Received $270  88 

Paid  out 187  75 

Balance 83  13 

"         overpaid  last  year 34  20 

"        now  due 48  92 
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District  JYo.  5 — Hulse's. 

Received |243  28 

Paid  out 255  45 

Balance  overpaid - 12  17 

due  ia?t  year - 28  95 

"       now  due 16  78 

District  JM).  6 — Mclnteer^s. 

Received - $1 80  64 

Paid  out - 190  00 


Balance  overpaid 9  45 

duelastvear 128  80 


now  due 119  35 

District  JVo.  7 — West  Freehold. 

Received - $315  52 

Paid  out -- 300  00 

Balance 15  52 

"       overpaid  last  year 15  50 

<'        now  due - - 02 

District  JVo.  8 — Stone  House. 

Eeceivcd $184  80 

Paid  out - 221  41 

Balance  overpaid 36  61 

"        due  last  year 36  63 

"        now  due 02 

District  A^'o.  9 — Session  House. 

Received $^"'0  96 

Paid  out - 51  76 

Balance 9  20 

"        due  last  year 4  72 

"       now  due 13  92 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  465 

District  j\o.  10 — De  Bow's. 

Received - $3  36^ 

Paid  out - 54  16 

Balance  overpaid 50  80- 

due  last  year 54  16 

'=       DOW  due. - 3  36 

District  \o.  11 — Sumach's. 

Received - $141  12 

Paid  out - 142  G2 

Balance  overpaid 1  cO 

"       due  last  year--  - 26  04 

"       now  due 24  54: 

District  \o.  12 — Montrose. 

Rccevd $18  16 

Balance  due  last  year 1  60 

"       now  due 9  76 


Town  Supf.rintendent. 


HOWELL. 


I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  cause  of  public  education  in  our 
township  is  progressing.  Quite  a  number  of  the  schools  show  a  very 
decided  advancement,  while  in  others  the  improvement  is  less  appa- 
rent. 

There  seems  to  prevail  throughout  the  township  a  manifest  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  pcoide  to  advance  the  cause  of  education.  But  in 
consequence  of  the  limited  amount  of  money,  and  the  high  salaries  of 
teachers,  the  schools  in  two  or  three  of  the  districts  in  which  the 
number  of  children  is  small,  are  closed  during  half  of  the  vear, 
thereby  interrupting  materially  the  progress  of  education  in  those 
districts. 

If  there  could  be  some  plan  devised  and  executed,  by  which  the 
schools  would  be  made  h-QQ  throughout  the  year,  we  should  soon  wit- 
ness a  degree  of  advancement  among  the  children,  that  would  not 
only  be  yratifving  to  us,  l>ut  very  advantageous  to  them,  and  to  the 
whole  community;  for  it  is  through  the  influence  of  an  enlightened 
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public  sentiment,  that  we  must  hope  to  sustain  our  nation's  honor  and 
ercatncss. 

JOS.  B.  GOODENOUGH, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MIDDLETOWN. 

Your  circular  No.  2,  was  received  at  so  late  a  date  that  it  has  been 
impossible  for  me  to  have  mv  communication  ready  for  you  at  the  re- 
quired time.  Owing  to  circumstances  winch  are  unavoidable  it  has 
been  beyond  my  power  to  collect  the  matter  necessary  to  fill  out  your 
circular  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  in  a  shorter  period  of  time ; 
your  circulars  should  therefore  be  sent  by  the  first  of  October.  You 
ask  me  to  give  my  "  views  i-especting  the  progress  of  education  in 
this  township."  I  can  only  answer  by  saying  that,  instead  of  progi'css, 
our  schools  are  in  a  retrograde  motion.  On  inquiry,  I  find  that  in  the 
whole  township  there  have  been  but  four  visits  made  the  schools  by 
the  trustees,  and  two  by  the  parents,  during  the  whole  of  last  year. 
Owing  to  the  low  wages  paid,  we  have  been  unable  to  procure  first 
class  teachers;  in  fact,  four  or  five  of  our  schools  have  been- vacant  a 
good  part  of  the  year  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  procure 
teachers  of  any  grade.  Our  teachers  arc  left  to  plod  their  way  along 
as  best  they  can.  unassisted  and  uncared  for  by  either  trustees  or  pa- 
rents, and  instead  of  giving  the  teachers  their  aid  and  support,  the 
parents  often  harass  them  liy  throwing  obstacles  in  their  way,  calcu- 
lated to  dishearten  and  diive  them  to  other  pursuits.  Surely  teaching 
common  schools  in  this  age,  is  one  of  the  most  ungrateful  callings  that 
€ver  fell  to  the  lot  of  man.  Cannot  our  Legislature  do  something 
more  for  the  benefit  of  our  schools?  Our  people  now  tax  themselves 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  law,  yet  the  amount  appropriated  is  inade- 
quate to  the  necessities  of  the  school.  Until  our  Legislature  does 
something  more,  public  schools  will  hardly  l)e  worthy  the  name. 
Yours,  rcspectfullv, 

D.  P.  VAX  BRACKLE. 

Town  Suverintendent. 


HOLMDEL. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  anything  of  special  interest  to  communi- 
cate in  my  annual  report.  While  there  may  not  exist  among  us  a 
manifest  advance  of  interest  in  common  school  education,  the  number 
of  children  sent  from  the  township  to  boarding  schools  is  on  the  in- 
crease.    Tliis  fact  seems  to  show  an  advance  in  the  right  direction. 

I  hope  our  Legislature  will  not  forget  the  suggestion  made  in  your 
last  annual  report  in  regard  to  making  provision  for  the  publication 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  467 

of  a  rei^iriter  adapted  to  our  public  school  system.     The  need  of  such 
a  register  is  widely  felt, 

Respectfully, 

CHARLES  E.  WILSOX, 

Town  Svperintendent. 


CCEAX. 

Am  m  receipt  of  circular  of  Xoveml)er  Isf,  containing  questions  of 
series  No.  2.  In  the  absence  of  regular  quarterly  reports  from  the 
teachers,  by  reason  of  frequent  changes,  I  am  unal)le  to  ar.swer  some 
of  the  questicns  jirofjoundcd ;  I  have  endeavored,  however,  to  en- 
lis^htcn  you  upon  the  status  of  the  schools  of  this  township  by  informa- 
tion ol)tained  by  personal  ob.>ervation. 

I  find  much  of  which  to  coniphiin,  and  among  the  more  important 
matters  of  complaint,  are  the  frequent  changes  of  teachers,  which 
mnny  of  our  schools  seem  inclined  to  favor,  either  by  cii-cumstance  or 
design  ;  the  absence  of  comfortable,  commodious,  and  attractive  school 
houses,  in  many  of  the  districts,  where  it  is  well  known  the  circum- 
stances of  the  inhabitants  are  sufficiently  well-to-do,  and  could  with 
a  slight  effort,  and  light  individual  outlay,  afford  buildings  better 
adapted  to  educational  purposes,  and  the  seemingly  general  indiffei- 
cnce  auiong  parents  to  inculcate  tho^e  necessary  aids  to  all  teachers, 
regularity  of  attendance,  and  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  school. 
I  find  the  more  advanced  scholars,  and  the  more  deeply  interested 
parents  in  those  districts  which  have  secured  the  services  of  capable 
teachers,  and  have  contiimed  them  in  service,  notwithstanding  a  com- 
mon complaint  maile — often  without  reason — "  The  teacher  has  been 
too  long  in  the  school ;  the  children  have  liecome  too  familiar."  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  love  of  tlie  teacher,  and  the  hearty  commendaticn 
of  liis  elforts,  l»y  the  parents,  are  tlie  tnore  fruitful  of  successful  edu- 
cational attainment,  and  I  know  that  the  children  manifest  more  zeal, 
and  earnest  effort  in  those  districts  which  are  supplied  with  comforta- 
l)le  and  attractive  school  houses,  for  has  it  not  been  said,  that  "  dark- 
ne.-a  is  the  semblance  of  evil,  and  nature  regardeth  it  with  dread?  "' 
!Many  parents  seem  unable  to  ap])reciate  the  importance  (jf  an  educa- 
tion, and  lor  frivolous  excuses  are  induced  to  cIo.lt  the  machinery  of 
the  district  scliool.  and  their  children  are  permitted  to  grow  up  in 
ignorance,  and  acquire  haliits  of  indolence  i>y  liecoming  '-masters  "' 
themselves.  We  have  one  district  comjiosed  entirely  of  colored  chil- 
dren, and  they  more  than  any  other  are  suliject  to  this  fault.  Our 
teachers  have  well  performed  their  duties,  and  with  an  earnest  pa- 
rental co-operation,  their  efforts  woidd  be  crowned  with  greater  suc- 
cess. 

Yours,  trulv, 

T.  COX.  MORFORD, 
Town  Superintendent, 


468  SCHOOL  REPORT. 

SHREWSBURY. 

In  this  township  the  great  o'>stacle  in  the  way  of  public  education 
is  the  want  oC  suita'ile  school  building-s.  Our  scli''oI  houses  were 
built  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  })ublic  twenty  years  ago.  In  the  mean- 
time our  population  has  doubled,  but  without  any  increase  in  the 
number  oi-  dimensions  of  our  public  school  building.  One  of  our 
school  districts  numbers  over  500  children,  yet  this  district  owns  but 
one  school  building,  with  a  capacity  tC  seat  comfortably  about  100 
pipils.  Two  districts  have  no  school  buildings  at  all.  One  district 
rejoices  in  a  school  house  about  twenty  feet  square.  Within  this  con- 
tracted space  seventy  children  are  daily  crowded  and  huddled  to- 
gether. The  ventilation  is  execrable,  and  to  prevent  suffocation  a 
window  is  lowered.  The  result  is  a  child  contracts  a  cold,  fever,, 
sickness,  perhaps  dies,  and  the  bereavement  is  piously  attributed  to 
Divine  Providence. 

In  support  of  public  schools  our  citizens  vote  liberally  at  our  town 
elections  all  the  money  the  law  allows.  We  raise  by  tax  this  year 
for  school  purposes  over  $5,000.  but  it  avails  little,  from  the  fact 
that  a  large  part  of  it  is  consumed  in  hiring  schoolrooms  and  repair- 
ing dilapidated  school  buildings,  thus  reducing  the  salaries  of  our 
faithful  and  competent  teachers  to  a  mere  pittance,  and  closing  a  num- 
ber of  schools  a  portion  of  the  yeai-. 

We  can  have  no  progress  in  pu1>lic  education  until  the  people  are 
Tvilling  to  put  their  h^inds  in  their  pockets  and  contribute  to  the  erec- 
tion of  proper  school  buildings.  With  al)undant  means  at  their  dis- 
posal, with  a  reputation  for  giving  lavishly  in  support  of  every  other 
laudable  o'yect,  whether  it  be  to  build  and  adorn  our  churches,  sup- 
port the  poor  or  convert  the  pagans,  there  is  no  earthly  reason  why 
they  should  be  thus  content  to  leave  the  children,  at  their  own  doors, 
with  less  than  half  tlie  necessary  school  accommodations. 

JOHN  S.  APPLEGATE, 

Town  Saperinlendent. 


MORRIS  COUNTY. 

MORRIS. 

This  is  my  first  year  as  superintendent  of  public  schools  in  ]\rorris 
township,  and  I  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  make  an  exact  return  to 
the  number  of  scholais  who  attend  school.  I  give  you  that  which 
approximates  towards  the  facts.  A  few  of  the  seventeen  schools  are" 
favored  with  efficient  teachers,  and  others  are  no  better  adapted  to 
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their  work-  than  tlio  low  sahiry  tliey  receive  is  an  eijuivalent  compen- 
sation ibr  good  t<,'acliers. 

Employers  will  have  g-ood  experienced  hands  to  break  their  colts,. 
and  cultivate  and  tend  tlieir  farms  and  Iruit  trees,  Init  ordinarily  the 
cheapest  teachers  satisfy  them  to  train  and  educate  their  children. 
Tliey  will  have  comfortable  warm  barns  to  shelter  their  stock,  and 
even  pigs ;  but  some  refuse  to  provide  comfortable  school  house«  in 
which  to  hurdle  and  tend  their  own  dear  lambs.  If  parents  could 
only  learn  that  what  they  gi^e  to  tlie  heads  and  hearts  of  their  dear 
children  was  infinitely  more  valua))le  tiian  tljat  which  they  give  to 
their  hands  and  purses,  then  we  would  have  good  schools. 
Respectfully. 

LUTHER  H.  VAN  DOREN, 

Town  Superinte7idenf^ 


CHATHAM. 

Inclosed  pleased  see  answers  to  series  No.  2.  A  particular  report 
as  to  the  condition  of  our  schools  would  be  substantially  the  same  as 
that  of  last  year.  (.)ur  teachers  are  generally  experienced  and  well 
qualified  for  their  duties  ;  our  school  houses  are  all  respectable,  with 
the  exception  of  one — an  old  shaky,  rickety,  cold  affair.  As  to- 
parents  and  trustees,  there  is  the  same  lively  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  few,  and  the  same  carelessness  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  the 
many.  Yet  the  majority  of  our  teacliers  being  of  the  right  stamp,  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  say  that  in  most  districts  there  is  punctual  attendance 
and  satisfactory  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 
Briefly  and  respectfully  sulunitted, 

S.  H.  WARD, 
Toicn  Superintendent.. 


ROXBURY. 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  can  say  anything  or  suggest  anything  useful 
to  the  cause  of  education,  that  has  not  already  been  Siid  or  suggested, 
and  probably  much  bettor;  what,  however,  I  may  say,  may  be  in 
some  measure  confirmatory.  As  one  ol)iect  of  reporting  appears  to 
be  the  accumulation  of  views  of  different  individuals,  I  feel  that  how- 
ever much  or  little  my  remarks  may  be  worth,  they  will  add  at  least 
one  paper  more  to  the  pile. 

I  herewith  transmit  this  my  annual  repoit,  exhibiting  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  schools  in  the  township  of  Roxbury,  f^i-om  which  it 
appears  that  the  whole  number  of  children  in  the  township  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  (as  per  the  reports  of  district 
trustees)  is  one  thousand  and  thirty-two,  and  the  amount  of  money 
received  from  all  sources,  and  expended  for  school  purposes,  is  one 
61 
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thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 
Thus  you  jiereeive  that  tlie  condition  of  the  schools,  as  regards  num- 
bers, and  linfinoially.  is  abont  the  same  as  in  tlio  last  report  of  ray 
predecessor ;  Ijnt  glad  to  state  tliat  the  scholars  arc  not  retrograding 
in  their  studies,  liut  progressing  under  the  efficient  corps  of  teacheis 
\vc  have  in  t!ie  t()wnship,  altliough  some  do  not  appear  to  consider 
that  thf^  tcnchcr  holds  a  more  res]  onsible  station  than  any  other 
member  of  the  community  ;  that  to  him  is  committed  the  pliant  and 
ductile  mind  of  the  cliild  duriug  a  period  when  the  habits  arc  being 
fjim'd  and  the  disisosition  and  character  moulded  that  v/ill  guide 
and  govern  tiicm  tliiough  lile  ;  that  Just  in  proportion  to  the  intelli- 
g  n  e  of  the  peojile,  will  tlie  value  of  their  property  be  increased, 
crime  diminished,  and  the  general  prosperih'  [)romoted.  We  have 
only  to  educate  well  the  lisiug  generation,  and  a  ha]:py,  intelligent, 
and  prosperous  i>eople  will  be  the  result. 

T  'Pre  is  an  ei'ror  of  no  small  magnitude  whi(li  pre^ails  in  many  of 
cur  schools,  and  for  which  no  adequate  remedy  has  as  yet  been  pro- 
vided. 1  refer  to  die  practice  of  sending  to  school  by  the  day. 
Parents  will  se:id  their  children  to  school  from  fifteen  to  twenty-live 
days  in  a  term,  and  then  complain  in  the  end  that  the  teacher  has 
''  learned  them  nothing.'"  Thus  the  teacher  labors  under  the  greatest 
disadvantage  imaginable,  and  oi'times  has  his  reputation  injured  in 
the  end  for  a  deficiency  against  which  he  has  not  the  power  to  provide. 
And  besides,  the  child  itself  is  greatly  injured,  being  able  to  nmke 
little  cr  no  prolicieucy  in  the  branches  of  study  pursued  in  the  schools 
by  such  a  c;.;urse.  I  do  Avish  that  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  could,  in 
seme  way  or  otlier,  be  brought  to  bear  in  preventing  a  practice 
fraught  with  so  much  evil  to  the  teacher  and  the  taught. 

1  speak  irom  experience,  having  taught  some  eight  or  ten  3'ears; 
8">  that  I  nin  not  a  stranger  to  its  difficulties  or  its  pleasures,  and 
must  say  I  can  sympathize  with  teachers  who  profess  to  me  they 
s'.aud  alone.  Xeither  the  trustees,  employees  or  ]>atrons  scarcely 
ever  enter  the  school  room  to  encourage  tlie  heart  of  the  teaclier  or 
pupils.  In  the  dischai-ge  of  my  duties  as  superintendent,  I  have  fre- 
quently solicited  trustees  and  parents  to  accompany  me  to  the  schools, 
but  liave  scarcely  ever  succeeded.  The  want  of  attention  paid  to  the 
tuition  of  youth  is  lamentable  compared  with  the  vital  importance, 
and  at  tie  same  time  all  jjrofess  to  be  lovers  of  the  cause  of  education; 
the  fact  is,  multitudes  pay  far  more  attention  to  the  training  of  their 
horses,  and  culture  of  tlicir  fields,  than  they  do  to  the  training  and 
culti  T3  of  their  offspring. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  schools  have  been  regularly 
v's'ted,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  improvement,  but  not  all  that  wo 
desire  and  have  reason  to  expect. 

DAVID  S.  WORTMAN, 

*  Town  Superintendent. 
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OCEAN  COUNTY. 

STAFFOIil). 

This  being  my  first  year  in  ofiieo  ns  supciintondcnt,  1  have  nothcea 
able  to  answer  your  que!?tions  as  fully  as  1  could  have  desired. 

And  in  the  absence  of  facts,  owin^-  to  the  teachers  not  keeping  a 
proper  register,  I  have  approximated  the  truth  as  near  as  possible  in 
answerhig  series  Nos.  1  and  2. 

Only  two  of  our  schools  are  at  present  open :  they  are  under  tho 
direction  of  good  competent  teachers.  It  gives  mo  pleasure  to  report 
that  our  scliuols  are  gradually  improving. 

\)AMES  CASK  ILL, 

Town  Supen'n/cndeni. 


JACKSON. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  communicate  in  relation  to 
the  public  schools  in  the  township  of  Jackson,  although  sve  are  rais- 
ing more  money  this  year  than  usual — eight  hundred  dollars  in  place 
of  six  hundred.  Our  schools  are  principally  taught  by  female  teach- 
ei'S,  as  male  teachers  demand  such  high  salaries  that  the  people  do 
not  feel  able  to  employ  them;  we  have  nine  districts;  six  of  tlie  nine 
have  female  teachers  at  the  present  time ;  one  of  the  six  attended 
tho  Normal  School  six  mouths,  the  other  five  received  tlicir  educatioa 
in  our  public  schools. 

JOHN  CONINE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

BRIDGEWATER. 

In  accordance  with  my  duty  as  superintendent  of  public  schoolg  in 
this  township  I  herewith  transmit  my  report  for  the  current  year, 
which  is  as  accurate  as  I  can  possibly  make  it,  until  some  method 
shall  be  adopted  whereby  a  correct  registry  of  the  names  and  attend- 
ance of  the  children  shall  be  made  by  the  teachers  of  each  and  every 
school.  As  I  have  said  before,  so  I  say  now,  the  law  respecting  reg- 
isters and  registry  in  our  schools  ought  either  to  be  amended  so  as  to 
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make  it  practicable,  or  it  sliould  be  blotted  from  our  statute  books. 
In  some  of  our  schools  we  have  three  or  four  diflerent  teachers  anmi- 
ally,  so  that  with  our  present  system  of  registry  I  cannot  give  any- 
thing hardly  approximating  an  accurate  report.  I  have  little  or  no 
improvement  to  report  in  the  condition  of  our  schools  the  present 
year  ;  our  t -achers  are  no  better,  if  as  good,  as  in  years  before.  And 
1  think  that  there  is  less  interest  manifested  by  a  majority  of  the 
parents  than  in  previous  years.  We  need  something  to  arouse  the 
people  and  stir  them  up  to  more  activity  in  the  cause  of  education, 
so  that  when  the  next  annual  repui't  is  made  a  good  degree  of  pro- 
gress may  be  manifest. 

Truly  yours,  0.  C.  CONE, 

Tow7i  Super intendbnt. 

FRANKLIN. 

Through  the  unmerited  favor  of  the  good  people  of  my  township, 
I  have  the  honor  for  the  first  time  to  address  you  in  this  capacity.  I 
acknowledge  that  while  I  feel  highly  honored,  1  feel  too  that  I  have 
assumed  corresponding  obligations ;  and  although  my  circumstances 
and  experience  may  illy  qualify  me  for  the  position,  I  am  willing  to 
act  according  to  my  sense  of  duty  and  my  ability  to  perform  it. 

Since  the  middle  of  April  last,  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the 
township,  with  one  exception  (which  was  closed),  and  nearly  all  of 
them  twice ;  and  1  have  uniformly  aimed  at  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  education,  not  only  by  my  presence,  but  by  varied  exercises 
calculated  to  promote  my  oliject.  The  lack  of  registers  in  several 
of  the  schools,  and  the  imperfection  of  others,  account  for  the  unsat- 
isfactory effort  to  answer  the  questions  of  series  No.  2,  accompanying 
this  report.  Many  of  those  answers,  instead  of  being  accurate,  are, 
from  this  cause,  only  an  approximation  to  the  truth ;  yet  I  think  they 
will  give  a  pretty  accurate  general  idea.  There  has  been  no  altera- 
tion of  districts,  and  no  new  school  houses  erected  during  the  year, 
but  some  $150  has  been  raised  for  repairs,  &c.  The  school  houses 
generally,  both  in  their  external  appearance  and  in  their  internal 
arrangements,  bespeak  the  just  pride  of  the  surrounding  inhal)itants, 
and  their  appreciation  of  the  object  for  which  they  are  dfisigned;  but 
some  three  or  four,  especially  in  their  inside  appearances,  are  sadly 
behind  the  age,  while  their  moral  effect  upon  the  character  of  the 
children  who  attend  them  is  doubtless  worse  than  their  repulsiveness 
to  the  eye  of  the  visitor. 

Some  six  or  eight  schools  are  not  supplied  with  Guyot's  Map  of  the 
United  States,  while  half  of  that  number  lack  Webster's  Unabridged 
Dictionary,  and  an  equal  numljer  of  Lippencott's  Pronouncing 
Gazetteer. 

While  the  public  money  has  been  insufficient  to  keep  the  schools 
open  through  the  year,  eleven,  it  appears,  have  made  lour  quarters, 
vhich  is  an  important  movement  in  the  right  direction — would  that 
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it  were  universal.  Of  the  w-Iiole  number  of  children  botwoen  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  j'ears,  nearly  two-thirds  have  attended  the 
schools ;  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  these  have  made  anything  like 
full  time,  while  the  majority  have  made  less  tlian  two  C|uartcrs.  This 
looks  decidedly  bad,  and  worthy  of  a  barbarous  age  ;  and  I  see  no 
remedy  as  long  as  teachers  are  imported  and  pupils  ex))orted — I 
mean,  so  long  as  teachers  so  generally  are  employed  from  distant 
States  of  the  Union,  if  not  from  foreign  countries,  and  children  so 
young  and  in  such  numbers  are  sent  abroad  to  boarding  schools. 

While  I  believe  there  are  honorable  exceptions,  yet,  upon  the 
whole,  there  is  a  deplorable  lack  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  education, 
and  a  criminal  neglect  of  advantages  in  this  direction,  so  that,  al- 
though I  strongly  favor  popular  education,  and  the  free  school  system 
as  best  adapted  to  secure  it,  I  sometimes  doubt  whether,  reasoning 
from  the  fact  that  what  costs  us  little,  we  lightly  esteem,  our  public 
schools  (nearly  free  as  they  are)  are  not  rather  a  curse  than  a  bless- 
ing; and  are  not  likely  to  remain  so,  unless  some  penalty  be  attached, 
or  some  privilege  be  forfeited  by  a  willful  and  continued  abuse  of  the 
privileges. 

Adequate  remuneration  is  not  offered  to  teachers,  and  tlie  conse- 
quence is  that  in  most  of  our  schools  we  have  inexperienced  young 
ladies,  and  change  teachers  just  about  as  often  as  is  required  to  con- 
tinue that  class  of  teachers.  We  hope,  however,  that  with  the  return 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  and  a  beneiicient  liberality  taught  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  late  war,  the  few  remaining  relics  of  the  dark  ap:es — 
in  the  shape  of  outlandish  school  houses,  will  be  eQeetually  Avipcd  out 
from  among  us,  and  that  an  era  of  light  and  knowledge  will  sooa 
dawn  upon  us  to  bless  our  age  and  nation. 

J.  R.  WILLIAMSON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY. 

GREEN. 

In  making  my  second  annual  report  of  the  progress  of  our  com- 
mon  schools,  for  an  agricultural  community,  our  schools  are  making 
as  good  progress  as  can  reasonably  be  expected  under  circumstances 
which  hive  existed  for  the  last  four  years.  Our  schools  have  not  been 
as  largely,  nor  as  regularly  attended  as  is  essential  for  rapid  progress 
in  education. 

The  rebellion  having  called  away  a  great  amount  of  the  laboring 
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capital,  our  schools  have  folt  the  effects  in  the  non-attendance  of  chil- 
dren; their  services,  in  many  instances,  are  required  to  partially  fill 
the  places  of  those  gone  into  the  United  States  service.  Some  of  our 
schools  have  become  vacant  by  teachers  volunteering  into  the  service 
of  tlie  government,  as  will  be  seen  in  my  statistical  report ;  other 
teacliers  are  employed,  who  bring  with  thom  perhaps  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent mode  of  instruction,  and  time  is  required  to  bring  about  organ- 
ization. Our  teachers  ap]3ear  to  be  in  earnest  in  theii-  business,  and 
tiy  to  give  satisfaction  to  their  employers.  We  have  five  school  dis- 
tiicts,  each  having  a  structure  called  a  school  house,  and  a  fi-actional 
part  of  a  district  with  no  school  house,  the  children  from  which  at- 
t  nid  school  in  an  adjoining  township.  Two  of  our  school  houses, 
though  not  large,  are  comfortable,  and  tolerablj-  decent  structures ; 
two  are  unworthy  of  the  name,  although  1  presume  tlie  inmates  are 
not  injuriously  affected  Ijy  inhaling  too  much  heated  and  impure  air. 
One  more  lesembles  a  powder  magazine  of  a  small  mining  company, 
with  jim'ted  capital.  J] tit  the  spark  of  non-patronage  has  exploded 
the  establishment,  and  it  is  no  more  occupied  as  an  institution  wherein 
the  '•  yoi  ng  idea,  is  taught  how  to  shoot."  Driring  tlie  last  sixteen 
months  there  has  been  employed  in  the  five  districts  tJiirteon  different 
teacheis.  At  present  we  have  four  schools  open.  During  the  last 
six  months  our  scIh.^oIs  (with  one  exception)  have  been  veiy  poorly 
attended,  the  teachers  realizing  a  sum  barely  sufficient  to  pay  their 
board. 

District  No.  3,  isnown  as  Central  District,  is  an  exception,  and  has 
been  so  well  patronized  and  so  efficiently  conducted  as  to  be  worthy 
of  designation.  The  school  is  sup};orted  by  the  inhaliitants  of  two 
imill  districts,  neither  of  which  can  maintain  a  good  school.  The  in- 
habitants of  a  poition  of  each  district  have  been  endeavoring  for  some 
years  to  unite  tliem  together,  and  form  one  district.  Several  meet- 
ings have  been  held  for  that  purpose.  I  have  refused  to  certify  to 
their  proceedings,  beh'eving  them  to  be  illegal,  and  not  according  to 
law,  as  the  law  in  such  cases  to  mc  plainly  directs. 

1  feel  desirous  that  a  union  should  be  agreed  upon,  believing  it 
would  be  to  the  best  interests  of  a  large  ])ortion  of  tl:e  inhabitants  of 
both  districts.  I  believe  the  inhabitants  to  be  law-abiding  and  will 
submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  lawfully  expressed;  and  without 
such  an  expression  a  union  cannot  be  efi'ected. 

My  views  in  legard  to  the  progress  of  education  are,  that  progres- 
sion is  somewhat  letarded  by  too  great  a  variety  of  books  intj'oduccd 
into  our  common  schools.  The  liest  should  be  secured,  and  raoi-e  cf 
an  uniformity  established,  for  what  is  best  for  one  is  best  for  all  of 
our  common  schools.  I  find  it  a  general  complaint,  that  a  change  of 
teachers  a  change  of  books. 

G.  C.   COOK, 
Tovm  Superintendents 
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VERNON. 

Owin*^  to  a  scarcity  of  good  teachers,  some  quite  indifferent 
teachers  have  been  employed,  although  upon  the  whole  the  schools 
are  tolerably  good.  It  has  been  my  duty  this  past  year  not  to  license 
two  teachers,  those  being  the  only  cases  of  the  kind  since  I  have 
been  in  olHee.     We  think  a  good  female  teacher  as  goo:l  as  a  male. 

The  majority  of  districts  reqiui-e  tlioir  teachers  to  Ijoard  among 
the  employers,  making  it  very  inconvenient  for  latly  teachers  in 
"winter.  The  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  male  teachers  I  cannot  account 
for,  utdess  it  be  that  they  can  receive  more  wages  in  other  business. 
With  regard  to  the  number  of  scholars  that  have  attended  school  "dif- 
ferent length  of  time  is  in  part  correct,  so  many  of  the  teachers  will 
not  make  any  record  of  their  schools;  but  1  have  visited  every  school 
in  the  township,  and  got  tlio  most  reliable  report  1  could  get. 

There  have  been  as  yet  no  iree  scjiools  this  year  in  this  town,  a 
part  of  the  school  money  belonging  to  the  different  districts  on  eacli 
quarter,  and  part  has  been  assessed  on  the  emj  Ijyers.  This  town 
raises  $I,UOO  each  year  from  itself  and  received  $4G2,70  from  the 
State. 

Yours,  &c., 

M.  C.  DUNN, 

Tow. I  SipeHatend.n*, 


FRANKFOUD. 

As  this  is  an  age  of  raihoads  and  telegraphs — in  shoit,  emphati- 
cally a  progressive  age,  it  could  hardly  be  deemed  possible  that  there 
sliould  not  also  be  some  advancement  in  our  system  of  public  instruc- 
tion, and  in  the  cause  of  universal  education. 

Havdng  no  censorship  over  our  free  and  enlightened  public  press; 
when  as  the  sun,  in  the  morning,  casts  his  beneiiccnt  rays  over  'this 
vast  domain — at  the  same  time  are  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  daily 
papers,  fresh  with  the  news  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  going 
forth  o'er  the  whole  land,  blessing  alike  the  inhabitant  of  the  lowly 
cottage  and  the  lord  of  the  palatial  mansion. 

With  such  influences  constantly  at  work,  while  tens  of  thousands 
of  volumes  are  hourly  thrown  from  the  untiring  press,  containing  all 
the  elements  of  knowledge,  placed  in  a  cheap  foi-m  before  the  people, 
within  the  reach  of  tlie  poorest,  there  must  lie  progress  and  improve- 
ment among  the  masses;  and  all  this  will  have  its  effect  in  the  work 
of  public  instruction. 

It  is  true,  that  among  some  of  tlie  by-ways,  in  some  of  tlie  "  ru  ral 
districts,"  this  progress  is  not  so  rapid  as  might  be  desired,  still,  an 
attentive  observer  will  not  fail  to  discern  the  leaven  at  work  which 
will  ultimat)ly  revolutionize  our  whole  educational  system. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  within  the  past  year  two  new  houses  have 
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been  erected  in  tliis  township.  They  are  good  substantial  buildings; 
jet,  with  less  expense,  a  decided  improvement  in  the  modeling  of 
each  would  have  l)een  the  i^esult,  had  the  architect  employed  been 
acquainted  with  the  wants  of  a  school  house.  School  houses  are  gen- 
erally planned  in  the  country  by  men  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
necessities  and  requirements  of  such  a  building.  It  strikes  me  that 
no  school  house  should  ever  be  erected  until  a  plan  be  submitted 
to  the  building  committee  by  one  or  more  experienced  teachers,  as  a 
few  suggestions  from  one  whose  daily  associations  would  naturally 
make  him  a  student  of  school  architecture  would  save  for  generations 
much  inconvenience  and  discomfort,  to  say  nothing  of  crooked  spines 
and  broken  down  constitutions.  Teachers'  Institutes,  since  their 
establishment,  have  been  a  source  of  much  improvement.  Alost 
of  our  teachers,  although  as  a  class,  scarcely  able  to  do  so,  attend  the 
sessions  of  the  institute,  and  go  l)ack  to  their  work  with  a  more  ex- 
alted idea  of  their  calling,  and  with  the  remembrance  of  many  pleas- 
ant associations  cbnging  around  their  hearts,  to  cheer  them  on  in  their 
noble  work.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  the  institute,  much  has 
been  done,  in  this  portion  of  the  State  for  our  common  schools.  To 
that  veteran  in  the  cause  of  education — Prof  Isaitth  Peckham,  of  New- 
ark, N.  J. — the  teachers  and  people  of  Sussex  county  owe  a  lasting 
debt  of  gratitude. 

The  influence  of  the  Normal  School  has,  as  yet,  been  but  little  felt 
in  this  region;  still,  when  its  influences  have  been  brought  to  bear, 
even  indirectly,  they  have  been  productive  of  good.  There  are  no 
Normal  teachers  in  tliis  township,  and  but  few  iu  the  county. 

The  great  draAvliack  in  the  schools  of  the  rural  districts  is  the 
frequent  change  of  teachers, — owing  to  the  fact  that  the  people  of 
some  of  those  disti-icts,  believing  with  their  ancestors  that  the  "  pub- 
lic money  "  is  all  that  should  be  expended  for  educational  purposes, 
"  save  it  "  until  enough  accumulates  to  hire  a  teacher  for  a  quarter  ; 
and  consequently  have  no  school  during  the  remainder  of  the  year ; 
or,  if  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  they  can  get  a  teacher  for  a  longer 
period,  for  the  same  amount,  they  must  have  a  poorer  school  in  the 
same  ratio  as  his  cheapness  increases ! 

Our  teachers  are  a  class,  although  there  are  some  exceptions, 
whore  lal^ors  are  not  duly  appreciated.  There  are  few  indeed  to  be 
found  in  the  country  schools  whose  salary  will  insure  them  the  main- 
tenance of  a  wife  and  family.  Hence,  the  masses  do  not  try  the  ex- 
periment while  in  the  profession.  It  is  this  reason  which  accounts 
for  the  dearth  of  excellent  teachers;  for  men  who  are  well  qualified 
as  teachers  can  obtain  more  lucrative  positions ;  and  hence  leave  the 
profession  to  be  filled  liy  men  of  inferior  qualifications  and  no  expe- 
rience. During  the  past  four  years,  while  in  every  department  of 
labor  the  services  of  workmen  have  advanced  from  fifty  to  five  hun- 
dred per  cent.,  and,  while  the  necessities  of  life  have  increased  in  the 
same  ratio,  the  poor  teacher  is  still  obliged  to  drag  on,  with  the  same 
miserable  pittance  wliich  heretofore  was  hardly  adequate  to  keep 
.80ul  and  body  together. 
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The  "well-to-do"  trustee,  without  gruml>ling,  will  pav  his  tailor 
$,50  for  an  overcoat,  or  his  wheelwrifrht  $300  for  a  carriao-e,  both  of 
which  are  quadrapkrl  in  price;  yet  if  tlie  "poor  fellow"  who  is 
laborinfj;  to  ^ive  his  chihli-en  an  education,  in  that  "  ornament  to 
society,^^  at  the  ^' forks  of  the  ronds,^'  should  present  him  a  bill  for 
tuition,  increased  five  fier  cent.,  he  would  not  only  refuse  to  cash  it, 
but  would  at  once  call  a  "  school  meeting,"  and  have  the  teacher 
dismissed  for  his  insolence  I 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  better  remuneration  of  the  tea,cher  would 
be  a  proper  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  proper  authoi-ities 
and  for  legislative  action. 

^!ay  the  time  speedily  arrive  when  New  Jerse^y  may  adopt  the 
system  of  some  of  her  sister  .^tates ;  when  "  the  hire  shall  be  worthy  of 
the  labor  ;''^  when  all  shall  be  educated  ;  and  when  education  shall  be 
as  free  as  the  rivers  which  flow  down  her  mountain  sides. 

C.  ir.  M.  ANGLE, 

Toivn  Superintendent. 


WAN'TAGE. 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  for  the  township  of  Wantage, 
Sussex  county,  for  the  current  year,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  tliat  the 
school  interests  in  this  township  are  gradually  progressing  ;  over  five 
thousand  dollars  have  been  expended  in  payment  of  tuition. 

iMy  observation  induces  the  opinion  that  there  are  three  or  four 
prominent  impediments  existing  here,  as  1  presume  they  do  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  ;  I  will  say  a  few  words  upon  each : 

Fiist.  Irregularity  of  attendance.  Parents  and  guardians  do  not 
consiler  how  much  it  disorganizes  a  school  and  how  much  thoir  chil- 
dren lose  by  keeping  them  at  home  for  trivial  causes.  In  most  of  our 
districts  the  schools  are  free,  the  entire  expense  l^eing  met  I)y  public 
money ;  education  apparently  costs  nothing,  and  what  costs  nothing 
is  pooi'ly  appreciated.  As  a  coercive  system  of  attendance,  like  that 
of  some  countries  of  l']uropo,  would  be  impolitic,  hence  impossible,  we 
can  only  wait  till  this  difficulty  is  remedied  by  a  higher  estimate  of 
G.luca'ion  by  the  people. 

Second.  Poor  school  houses  and  apparatus.  There  is  not  enough 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause,  in  some  disti-icts,  to  supply  good  school 
houses  l)y  voluntary  contri!)utions,  therefore  M-e  shall  be  under  the 
necessity  to  resort  to  the  advantages  contained  in  the  incorporation 
clause  of  the  school  laws,  Avhere  it  can  be  done  by  two-third  vote.  • 
"We  have  only  fifteen  good  school  houses — there  should  be  twenty- 
two — consequently  we  need  seven  new  houses;  one  of  them  will  soon 
be  rebuilt,  and  the  rest  should  be  immediately. 

Third.  Ineifii.iency  of  teachers.  We  have  some  of  the  best  and 
some  of  the  jjoorest  teachers  in  the  State.  The  poorest  know  what 
to  teach  but  do  not  know  how  to  do  it.     We  want  more  interest  ijiven 
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to  the  Teachers'  Institutes,  not  only  hj  those  inexperienced  teachers, 
but  by  al!  grades.  We  held  a  first  cla.-!s  institute  in  our  county,  but 
only  six  or  seven  out  of  twenty-two  teachers  availed  themselves  of  its 
benefits.  Here  the  State  could  apply  coercion;  every  teacher  might 
be  compelled  by  law  to  attend,  and  gain  what  instruction  he  or  she 
could  from  established  and  successful  educators,  in  the  management 
of  schools  and  the  best  Avay  of  imparting  instructii)ii. 

Fourth.  Very  many  trustees  seem  to  tliink  tlic  cheapest  teacher  is 
he  who  will  serve  for  the  least  pay,  and  consetpiently  they  hire  them. 
They  seem  to  tliink  a  teacher's  a  teacher,  not  counting  the  loss  in 
breaking  a  green  teacher.  Some  young  girl  or  fai'mer's  son  teaches, 
that  they  may  not  be  out  of  a  job,  when  not  wanted  at  home.  They 
have  no  interest  but  getting  their  pay.  This  has  reduced  the  salaries 
of  compotout  teachers,  and  has  driven  the  experienced  into  more  lu- 
crative em[)loymont  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  public  schools. 

Many  changes  have  been  made  among  tlie  teachers  this  year.  You 
vrill  ])erceive  by  my  report  that  the  female  teachers  are  more  in  num- 
ber than  the  males — it  is  because  they  v/ork  for  less  wages. 

Yours  truly,  J.  L.  BEXNETT, 

Town  Superintendent. 

SPAIITA. 

The  people  of  the  township  and  patrons  of  the  schools  severally 
niinifost  a  due  degree  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  as  far  as 
ra,ising  money  by  taxation  to  this  end  in  concerned,  and  yet  there  is 
much  left  undone  that  might  1)0  done  with  })etter  results ;  the  people 
are  too  apt  to  think  that  when  the  money  is  raised  their  part  of  the 
work  is  performed,  and  their  duty  discharged,  whereas  T  presume  it 
*to  be  to  the  inter-cst  of  every  patron  as  well  as  the  duty  of  school 
olficei-s  to  see  that  the  money  raised  be  properly  expended,  that 
proper  teacliors  be  employed,  that  comfortable  school  rooms  be  secured 
lor  their  children,  and  that  i\\2y  Jrequently  visit  tlieir  schools.  These 
things  I  fear  are  some  of  the  many  that  arc  too  often  neglected  not 
only  with  us  but  as  a  general  thing.  It  is  not  unfrcquently  the  case 
if  children  can  be  put  at  school  eight  hours  a  day  out  of  the  way  of 
their  parents  and  guardians,  the  end  is  accomplished.  And  then  again 
many  arc  let  to  do  as  thoy  please,  attend  school  or  not,  hence  little  or 
no  advancement  is  made  in  their  studies.  Whether  this  irregularity 
of  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  is  the  fault  only  of  parents 
or  teachers  1  am  not  entirely  prepared  to  say,  but  this  I  think,  that 
parents  in  the  first  place  shiuli  be  more  particular  tliat  their  children 
attend  school  regular,  and  to  ichors  in  mmy  cases  might  be  more  par- 
ticular to  encourage  them  while  attending.  I  hope  the  time  is  not 
far  oil'  when  the  pco])le  will  aw.ike  to  a  sonse  of  their  duty,  and  the 
importance  of  the  education  of  the  children. 

DAxMELSTILWELL, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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UNION  COUNTY. 

LINDEN. 

The  following  report  of  tlic  condition  of  the  schools  in  our  town- 
ship is  submitted  lor  j'our  approval ;  and  although  not  as  full  and 
correct  as  I  could  wi^h,  yet  approximates  as  near  as  possible,  from 
the  reports  of  the  diflei'cnt  teachers. 

Our  towns!]ip  is  divided  into  six  districts,  one  of  which  (District 
No.  G)  is  a  fi-actional  part,  and  belongs  to  Ci-anevil!e;  another  forms 
a  dstrict  witii  one  fiom  Union — the  school  house  being  in  Union. 
W^c  have  four  school  houses;  only  one  of  v.hich  is  fitted  up  with  desks 
suitable  for  the  scholars,  the  other  three  being  in  the  old  fasliioned 
style,  T\'ith  the  writing  desks  on  each  side  of  the  room:  and  long 
benches,  without  backs,  the  scholars  facing  the  wall. 

The  attendance  of  the  scholars  is  quite  in-egular:  and  very  little 
interest  is  manifested  in  the  schools  liy  the  inha'.ntants. 

il;  ny  of  the  older  children  attend  school  out  of  tlie  township; 
v.'hi'e  otliers,  especially  the  colored  childien,  of  which  there  aie  tpite 
a  number,  attend  none  whatever. 

The  amount^of  money  raised  by  tax  is  not  sufficient  to  defray  ex- 
penses for  the  year ;  in  four  of  the  districts  the  deficiency  is  made 
up  ly  assessments  on  the  scholars;  in  the  other,  school  is  kept  while 
there  is  money  on  hand,  and  the  rcmaiuder  of  the  year  they  do  with- 
out. 

Number  of  districts  in  the  township- 6 

"       fi'om  which  reports  have  been  received 5 

"       of  public  schools  in  the  township 5- 

'•       of  children  between  the  ages  oi'  5  and  18  years 252 

"       of  months  school  has  been  kept  open 41 

Whole  numl)er  of  children  who  have  attended  school -  126 

Average  daily  attendance  at  school • 88 

Terras  of  tuition  or  assessment  on  the  scholar: 

Second  district $2  00 

Third  district -  - -  - - $3  00  to  5  00 

Fourth  district ---     4  00 

Fifth  district - 4  00 

Amount  of  money  raised  l»y  tax  for  the  pup];oi't  of  schools 

($3  per  scholar) - $7;'G  00 

Amount  received  from  the  State 110  29 

Amcunt  received  from  other  sources 326  07 

Total  amount  raised  and  appropriated  for  school  purposes,  $1,192  36 

Number  of  male  teachei-s  employed  during  the  year 3 

"  female     "  "  "        u    '  u 5 
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^Salary  of  male  teachers,  per  quarter  : 

Second  district $90  00 

Third  district- 85  00 

Fourth  district- 60  00 

Salary  of  female  teachers,  per  quaj-ter  : 

First  district - $40  00 

Second  district GO  00 

Third  district,  (private  school) 75  00 

Fourth  district 60  00 

Fifth  district    -  - ■ 90  00 

Amount  of  money  received  to  this  date $340  76 

"        "       "       paid  for  teachers'  wages 124  14 

Amount  of  last  year's  township  fund  uncollected  tax 390  00 

"  State  fund  not  yet  paid  in 41  36 

"  Townshi])  fund  present  yt^ar  not  yet  collected--     756  00 

Total  unpaid $1,187  38 

A'^ames  of  Teachers  furnishing  reports: 

District  No.  1 — Harriet  C.  Winans. 
District  No.  2— Ruth  A.  Selliek. 
District  No.  3 — Dennis  C.  Crane. 
District  No.  4— Clara  C.  Ellendorf. 
District  No.  5 — Jane  C.  Dunham. 

JVajnes  of  Teachers  em-ployed  during  the  year : 

District  No.  2— Sanford  Clark. 

District  No.  3 — Miss  Tucker  (6  months,  private  school). 

District  No.  4 — Edwin  Garth waite. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  general  thing,  have  been  satisfactory,  although 
there  is  room  for  improvement.  We  feel  a  great  need  of  more  copies 
of  the  school  law,  as  I  have  previously  iiiform3j  you  by  private  cor- 
respondence; also  the  proper  blanks  for  school  purposes.  Each  board 
of  trustees  should  be  furuished  with  at  least  one  copy  of  the  school 
laws ;  (at  present  there  is  but  one  in  the  whole  township).  I  have 
no  doubt  t!ie  duties  of  the  trustees  would  be  much  better  performed 
did  they  kiiow  whit  was  required  of  them  bv  law. 

JOSEPH  JANES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WESTFIEI.r>. 

The  condition  of  our  public  schools  in  this  township  is  slcwly  Iir>- 
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proving.  In  my  hum1)le  opinion,  the  pTcat  Imr  to  tlieir  advanccmont 
is,  that  they  are  not  enti]-ely  free.  Free  schools,  a  free  press,  a  free- 
gospel,  arc  essential  to  the  perpetuity  of  tlie  Union  of  these  States. 

'llie  scliools  have  been  visited  regularly  every  quarter.  Registers 
arc  furnished  and  kept  by  all  the  toatdieis.  Public  examinations  are- 
som^times  held  at  the  close  of  a  quarter,  and  attended  by  trustees  and 
othe.s.  If  trustees,  parents  and  guardians  would  make  it  tlieir  busi- 
ness to  visit  tiieir  schools  at  least  tNvice  a  year  with  the  town  superin- 
tendent, it  would  be  a  stimulus  to  the  children  and  an  encouragement 
to  the  teachers.  On  tliis  account  I  have  encouraged  frequent  public 
examinations. 

The  condition  of  our  public  school  houses  is  the  same  as  when  last 
reported.     Two  new  ones  are  very  much  needed 

In  a  majority  of  our  districts  competent  and  successful  teachers 
have  been  employed  and  retained  from  year  to  year.  In  these 
districts  the  progress  is  satisfactory ;  but  in  two  others  the  reverse  is 
the  case — for  several  reasons:  1.  The  frequent  change  of  teachers.. 
2.  The  in-egular  attendance  of  the  pupils.  3.  The  salaries  of  the 
t3achers  inadequate  to  their  support;  one  receives  $90,  the  other  $75 
per  quarter,     ilence,  4.     Tcacliers  not  alive  to  their  work. 

Ot  the  six  teachers  employed  four  are  females,  and  superior  in  their 
qualifications  as  instructors.  During  the  four  years  I  have  acted  as 
town  superintendent,  eighteen  d'lTerent  female  teachers  have  been 
employed  in  public  and  private  schools  of  the  township.  Without 
exception  all  have  proved  comjietent  and  faithful. 

From  all  my  observation  and  management  of  schools  for  tlie  space 
of  sixty  years,  I  can  say  in  the  language  of  a  late  State  Superin- 
tendent, "Females  are  better  fitted  by  nature  to  teach  and  train  the 
young.  It  is  an  occupation  in  which  they  have  the  advantage  over 
the  opposite  sex;  and  as  instructors  and  disciplinarians,  there  arc  but 
few  j)osition3  which  they  cannot  fill  with  the  utmost  satisfaction."  I 
rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  number  of  female  teachers  is  increasing- 
from  year  to  year,  until  now  it  exceeds  the  number  of  male  teachers^ 

EDWIN  DOWNER, 

Tow7i  Super  in  ten  dent. 


UNION. 

In  making  this  my  annual  report  I  have  nothing  particularly  now 
to  transmit;  the  condition  of  our  schools  is  a!50ut  the  same  as  usual,, 
they  have  for  the  most  part  been  in  operation  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year;  our  school  houses  are  in  good  repair,  and  all  except  one 
are  of  convenient  size  for  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  the 
teachers  and  students;  that  one  is  located  in  the  central  part  of  the 
tnvnship,  anl  kn  )wn  as  District  No.  3,  and  reports  116  scholars, 
farmerly  referred  to  as  the  model  scho'  1  of  the  t  )wnship;  in  answer 
to  series  No.  2, 1  could  not  say  the  building  or  school  room  is  unfit  for 
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use,  but  still  I  do  consider  the  scliool  room  unfit  to  accommodate  tlio 
numlier  of  scholars  who  attend  that  school ;  as  to  the  condition  and 
prosperity  of  our  schools,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  report  much 
advance,  yet  it  i^  with  pleasuic  that  I  can  inform  you  that  the  cause 
of  education  is  surely,  Ijut  slowly,  prou'ressing  in  our  township ;  all 
our  teachers  have  licenses,  and  1  believe  all  are  faithful  and  punctual 
in  their  duties.  In  answer  to  series  No.  2,  the  number  of  children 
who  have  attended  school  during  the  year  is  not  the  whole  number 
of  children  who  have  attended  school.  Many  of  the  larger  class 
scholars  have  and  are  now  attending  private  schools  in  our  neighbor- 
ing city  and  elsewhere,  and  some  few  residing  near  the  line  of  Eliza- 
beth City  have  attended  school  at  that  place  under  the  charge  of  a 
particular  denomination  of  religion.  The  answers  given  in  series  No. 
2,  are  only  the  children  who  have  attended  the  pul)lic  schools  located 
in  our  township. 

Any  further  information  which  may  at  any  time  be  desired  will  be 
cheerfully  responded  to. 

NOAH  WOODRUFF, 

Town  Superintendent, 


WARREN  COUNTY. 

PHIIJJP.SBURG. 

The  answers  to  your  interrogatories  contained  in  the  printed 
series  Nos.  1  and  2 — furnish  you  with  the  required  statistical  and 
historical  facts,  connected  with  our  schools.  These  alone,  however, 
would  be  but  a  meagre,  unsatisfactory,  and  scarcely  reliable  source, 
f.'om  which  to  judge  of  the  '-progi'ess  of  public  education"  in  our 
town,  if  not  followed  by  explanatory  statements  and  a  more  elaborate 
account  of  the  workings  of  the  present  school  system  in  our  midst. 
To  say  that  the  schools  of  our  town  have  sustained  their  good  reputa- 
tion as  compared  with  the  past  year,  would  be  stating  only  part  of 
the  truth,  with  one  exception,  and  that  exception  a  clear  gain.  The 
same  corps  of  efficient  and  valuable  teachers  have  brought  to  bear 
the  experience  of  the  past  into  the  Avork  of  the  present  year;  the 
consequence  is,  that  an  increased  interest  in  educational  matters  has 
been  exhibited  by  many  of  the  parents  and  a  most  decided  interest 
among  the  children  themselves;  on  the  whole,  there  had  been /(f.y* 
"  truantism,"  more  love  for  study,  and  a  manifest  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils,  induced  by  the  judicious  management  of  the 
teachers  to  "strive"  for  the  "mastery."  The  foul  spirit  of  irregu- 
larity in  attendance,  too,  has  in  a  measure  been  "  cast  outJ^  Though 
its  vile  shadow  hovers  more  than  it  ought  to  over  our  schoolrooms, 
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and  mar?  much  of  the  true  teacher's  enjoyment,  and  the  regular  \)\x- 
•^W?,  progress.  Parenis  are  euiphatically  to  blame  for  much  of  this 
'•  hcdgin,i2:  up  the  march  of  intellect."  Our  teachers  have,  I  know, 
tried  to  make  their  school  rooms  pleasant  places  for  the  youno;,  and 
have  ruccceded,  by  many  devices,  to  please  as  well  as  educate. 
Amon,i>-sl  the  numl)cr  of  such  devices,  who  shall  say  that  the  melody  of 
youthful  voices,  warblina-  their  bird-like  notes  amid  the  drier  and 
sterner  calls  upon  their  intellect,  has  not  much  to  do  with  the  state  of 
improvement  in  our  schools  now  ?  Singing — a  delightful  recreation — 
has  been  ma<le  a  part  of  the  exercises  in  some  of  our  school  rooms, 
and  I  heartily  recommend  the  trial  of  it  to  those  anxious,  overbur- 
dened, honest  teachers,  who  desire  the  improvement  of  the  restless 
minds  for  the  time  oeing  placed  under  their  supervising  care.  When 
worn  with  solicitude,  they  still  find  the  super-activity  of  youth  too 
much  for  their  (control,  instead  of  resorting  to  arbitrary  punishment, 
tiy  first  the  power  of  song  to  divert  and  change  the  current  of  youtli- 
ful  vitality,  and  produce  with  love  of  melody  what  could  not  l>e  ac- 
complished by  the  fear  of  the  rod.  We  have  in  some  degree  demon- 
strated the  fact  that  "  p]-ogression  will  ever  be  marked  where  good 
teachers  are  employed,"  and  to  s(^cure  that,  equivalent  remuneration 
and  permanency  of  position  ai-e  al)solutely  necessary.  The  "floating 
buldde"  system,  so  largely  pei-meating  our  I'ural  districts,  and  often 
edging  itself  into  town  schools,  is  truly  mischievous  in  its  tendency. 
Changing  teachers  every  fpiarter  or  teini  neaily,  is  ruinous  to  the  ])ro- 
gress  of  any  school,  and  its  demoralizing  effects  are  so  well  known, 
that  it  needs  no  corroboration  from  me.  Yet  hoM^  much  of  it  is  di- 
rectly attributable  to  the  niirgardly  revnunerati(»n  offei-ed  by  the 
sapient  boa)-d  of  ti'ustees,  who  know  Init  little  and  (-are  less,  if  they 
can  only  get  a  teacher  clieap  !  Do  they  not  know,  will  they  never 
learn  the  fact,  that  teaching  talent  will  not  go  begging  round  the 
country  for  a  three  months'  trial,  and  that  it  requires,  and  must  have, 
a  man  or  a  woman  for  the  work  of  a  teacher,  and  not  a  mei'c  thing 
that  works  for  ])av  only?  There  must  be  permanency  to  secure  ef- 
ficiency; and  to  secure  permanency  there  must  lie  a  suitable  return 
made  lor  the  expenditure  of  bi-ain  and  time  given  by  the  competent 
educator.  I  t'l'nk  it  requires  no  ehdiorate  argument  to  prove  that 
with  good  pay  and  permanent  situations,  our  schools  would  soon  be- 
come such  places,  where  the  rich  wealth  of  our  nation's  rising  intel- 
lect would  be  properly  developed  and  carefully  trained.  Our  school 
law  should  not  limit  the  amount  to  be  raised  for  educational  purposes, 
though  it  should  prevput  the  amount  now  raiscid  from  being  less. 
With  regard  to  ])ermanency.  The  town  of  Phillipsburg,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  is  not  liehind  many  of  her  sistci'  towns  in  the  State,  though 
not  quite  up  to  my  mark  with  regard  to  pay;  yet  there  are  moi-e  that 
might  take  a  lesson  fiom  her  liberality  in  that  respect  than  otherwise. 
The  average  per  centage  of  attendance  in  the  whole  town  is  about 
the  same  as  last  year,  when  we  include  the  school  supported  by  the 
Catholic  community,  and  other  private  institutions  of  learning. 
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Our  schools  are  all  free  for  ten  months  in  the  year,  two  months 
being  allowed  for  vacation. 

This  report  embraces  the  time  from  December  1st,  18G4,  toBeccm- 
lier  1st  l^Go. 

Triistocs  and  parents  have  visited  tlie  schools  more  (requently  this 
year  than  Inst;  1  hope  tliey  will  continue  to  do  so. 
All  of  which  is  respectfullv  sumbitted. 

WAI.  R.  WILSON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


GREENWICH. 

In  makins?  up  my  report  I  have  had  to  estimate  most  of  the  schools 
from  the  expiration  of  last  report  to  the  time  of  my  accepting  the  of- 
fice of  tovv'n  superintendent,  the  reason  for  which  is  the  change  of 
teachers,  only  three  remaining  of  the  twelve  who  taught  in  the  dis- 
trict last  year,  and  none  of  those  leaving  have  given  any  i-eport.  I 
can't  see  any  vray  to  remedy  this  neglect  of  duty  unless  the  trustees 
refuse  to  sign  orders  until  reports  of  school  attendance  are  handed 
them.  I  have  urged  this  upon  the  trustees  as  the  only  way  for  them 
to  get  the  report. 

The  progress  of  our  schools  will  compare  with  schools  generally; 
judiiing  fj'om  reports  of  other  districts. 

I  d  n't  think,  however,  we  can  boast  of  progress  as  we  should  ;  too 
much  is  expected  of  the  teachers.  The  employers  give  themselves  no 
concern  about  the  school,  only  that  there  is  school,  and  some  of  them 
don't  know  or  care  whether  their  children  attend  school  or  not. 
They  have  never  visited  the  school  to  encourage  both  scholars  and 
teachers,  but  take  it  for  granted  that  all  is  well  as  long  as  some  one 
of  ihe  little  urchins  don't  enter  a  complaint  of  a  sound  drubbing  for 
doini'  nothing.  The  teachers  can't  do  all  the  work  required  in  train- 
ing the  minds  of  the  children,  but  the  employer  mast  lend  a  helping 
hind,  by  visiting  the  schools,  and  see  that  their  children  have  books 
appropriate  and  study  at  home,  which  is  as  much  the  place  for  study 
as  the  school  room.  I  look  upon  the  school  room  as  a  drill  room,  and 
not  a  place  only  to  studv.  I  notice  those  scholars  who  never  take 
their  books  home  to  study,  but  confine  their  studies  to  the  school  room, 
are  backward.  If  we  wish  our  children  to  improve  as  they  should, 
we  must  do  our  duty  as  well  as  the  teachers  theirs. 

A  \eYj  grave  fault  in  our  town  is  irregular  attendance.  You  see 
from  the  whole  number  enrolled  in  the  district,  a  large  number  do 
not  attend  school  at  all,  a  great  many  who  attend  only  part  of  the 
time,  and  many  of  this  number  have  nothing  to  hinder  their  regular 
attendance  ;  but  the  orchards  and  fields  tell  of  their  omissions  on  the 
daily  registry. 

Now,  if  we  can  have  law  to  compel  many  who  have  no  children  to 
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send  to  school,  to  pay  tax  for  schooling,  can't  we  have  a  law  to  com- 
pel children  to  go  to  school  ? 

P.  F.  HULSHIZER, 

Toum  Superintendent. 


OXFORD. 

1  herewith  transmit  series  No.  2,  which  may  need  a  few  lines  of  ex- 
planation that  you  may  fully  comprehend  it.  The  number  of  children 
between  live  and  eighteen  years  of  age,  is  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  (784).  1  have  reported  four  hundred  and  eighty  (480)  as  the 
whole  number  who  have  attended  school  the  past  year ;  this  is  the 
number  that  has  attended  within  the  township  of  Oxford.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  number  of  four  hundred  and  eighty,  and  included  in  the 
number  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  we  have  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  who  attend  school  in  districts  outside  of  Oxford  township, 
and  are  therefore  not  reported  as  attendants  in  series  No.  2. 

I  have  reported  thirty-five  dollars  ($35)  as  an  average  salary  of 
male  teachers,  and  twenty-seven  dollars  ($27)  as  an  average  salary  of 
female  teachers.  In  some  districts  in  the  township  our  teachers  are 
employed  for  a  certain  sum  per  month,  and  furnish  their  own  board; 
in  others  our  teachers  are  paid  a  certain  sum  per  month  and  board 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  I  have  in  the  last  named  cases 
added  a  fair  recompense  for  board  to  the  sum  paid  per  month,  which 
compose  the  sums  given  in  the  answers  to  Nos.  16  and  17  in  series 
No.  2. 

I  am  not  able  to  report  any  real  improvement  in  our  school  system 
daring  the  past  year ;  in  fact,  it  has  required  some  activity  on  the 
part  of  those  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  rising  generation  at  heart, 
to  prevent  a  retrograde  movement  in  our  home  scliool  system. 

We  raise  but  two  dollars  ($2)  per  scholar  tax;  784  scholars,  fifteen 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars  ($1,568) ;  State  fund  two  hundred 
and  seventy-four  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents  ($274.63) ;  making  a 
total  of  11,842.63,  or  about  two  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  per 
scholar,  which  is  all  the  real  cash  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  school 
officers  to  furnish  fuel  and  teachers — not  more  than  one-third  of  what 
is  needed  to  keep  our  children  in  school  under  the  care  of  good  teach- 
ers. It  is  true  we  have  no  room  to  find  fault  with  the  school  law  acts 
of  our  Legislature,  so  long  as  we  ourselves  fail  to  raise  by  tax  seven 
hundred  and  eighty- four  dollars,  which  they  authorize.  But,  strange 
as  it  may  seem  to  those  who  prize  education  properly,  we  have  men 
of  wealth  in  our  township,  who  would  consider  us  destitute  of  mercy 
if  we  should  vote  three  dollars  per  scholar  school  tax.  While  they 
consider  us  extravagant,  we  may  accuse  them  of  being  more  economi- 
cal than  philanthropic;  but  upon  close  examination  we  find  such 
among  those  whose  children  have  received  their  education,  or  among 
those  who  have  more  property  than  pupils ;  therefore,  you  will  per- 
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ccive,  that  in  point  of  direct  seJf-interest  they  are  correct,  however 
far  they  may  swerve  from  the  path  of  true  pliilanthropy. 

GEORGE  T.  WILSON, 
Township  Superintendait. 


HARDWICK. 

A  report  of  what  has  been  done  for  the  advancement  of  public 
schools  in  this  township  for  the  current  year,  must  necessarily  be  a 
meagre  one — nothing  would  comprehend  the  whole  of  a  truthful  re- 
port of  everything  that  could  be  called  advancement.  There  have 
been  but  two  schools  kept  open,  one  quarter  each,  during  the  last 
summer,  and  these  were  but  meagrely  attended.  The  exact  number 
of  scholars  taught  therein  I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  The  teach- 
ers were  as  well  qualified  as  could  be  expected,  and  conducted  their 
schools  well,  considering  the  many  disadvantages  under  which  they 
labored.  The  terms  of  tuition,  as  I'ar  as  my  knowledge  extends,  has 
been  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  scholar,  paid  in  part  out  of  the 
public  funds  and  part  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  amount  of  money  received  by  this  township  for  school  purposes 
is  about  eighty-uine  dollars,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  still  in  the 
•nperintendent's  hands.  The  township  raises  no  money  by  tax  for 
school  purposes.  There  has  been  but  little  interest  manifested  by 
■flie  inhabitants  generally  on  the  subject  of  education. 

This  township  is  divided  into  five  entire  districts,  and  three  parts 
of  districts  attached  to  districts  of  other  townships.  The  five  entire 
districts  have  each  a  school  house,  or  building  called  such,  having  but 
one  room,  without  furniture  or  apparatus.  These  buildings  were,  in 
the  first  place,  of  the  very  cheapest  structure,  and  but  illy  adapted  to 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  erected.  Since  their  erection  they 
have  received,  apparently,  very  little  or  no  attention. 

The  kinds  of  text  books  used  in  the  schools  of  this  township,  are 
almost  as  numerous  as  the  pupils  that  attend  those  schools. 

I  have  had  little  or  no  opportunity  to  test  my  ability  to  elevate  and 
amprove  the  condition  of  our  public  schools. 

ALONSON  M.  HATCH, 

Town  Superintendent, 
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The  Committee  on  Finance. 
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Rtcd  in  the  Senate  Mirch  27,  1866,  and  ordered  to  be  Laid  on  th4 
Tabl-j  and  to  be  Printed. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  diminishinq;  the  burden  of  taxation  now 
imposed  on  the  people  of  tliis  State,  the  Finance  Committee  1)0  ia- 
striicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing:  so  much  of  the 
unexj)cnded  appropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  made  to  the  State 
Agricultural  Society  in  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  assist  the  State 
Agricultural  Society  to  collect  and  puhlish  information  in  regard  to 
the  insects  now  so  destructive  to  fruit,  fruit  trees,  and  grain,"  ap- 
proved March  29,  1866,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise," 
beg  leave  to 

HEPOUT : 

That  they  have  inquired  into  the  matter  of  the  appropriation  men- 
tioned in  the  re5oluti(jn,  and  in  their  judgment  it  is  inexpedient  to 
n^pcal  said  approprintion.  The  work  on  which  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety have  spent  the  first  $1,UU(),  is  published  by  Dr.  Tiimblo,  of  New- 
ai'k,  and  is  a  work,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  society,  of 
great  merit,  and  calculated,  in  their  judgment,  to  aid  materially  in  the 
destruction  of  these  peculiar  kinds  of  insects  which  destroy  fruit  and 
grain.  The  money  already  spent,  as  also  the  balance  to  he' expended, 
is  used  entirely  to  circulate  the  work,  through  the  aid  of  other  socie- 
ties in  the  several  counties,  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  no  part  is,  or  will  he 
u-^ed  to  publish  tiie  Wv.rk ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  who 
hid  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  style  of  the  present  volume,  as 
also  the  plates,  etc.,  of  the  next  volume,  no  work  could  be  published 
on  any  sui-ject  of  so  much  importmce  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  as 
one  on  this  very  mUter  of  t'lo  destruction  of  our  fine  fruits  by  in- 
sects; and  the  matter  of  $3  000  is  of  small  consideration  for  the  State 
to  pay,  if  the  work  docs  half  what  its  author  and  his  friends  claim  for 
it.  Another  matter,  in  connection  with  this,  is,  that  the  State  lia3 
cntored  into  a  contract  with  the  Agricultural  Society  to  furnish  tlipm 
$1,000  a  year,  for  three  ycai-s,  and  the  officers  have  made  their  ar- 
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rangements  to  expend  that  sum  in  disseminating  useful  information 
with  regard  to  the  destruction  of  fruits  and  grains  in  this  State,  and 
we  think  it  would  be  hardly  honorable  now  to  stop  the  appropriation 
and  leave  the  society  to  incur  all  the  expenses  which  they  have  en- 
tered into  on  the  faith  of  our  contract  with  them ;  and  so  the  com- 
mittee  are  unanimous  in  recommending  that  the  State  do  fulfil  her 
contract  as  made  with  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  pay  them 
the  balance  of  $2,000,  as  stipulated  in  the  bill. 


